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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
 
Strawbery Banke Museum Announces New Trustees and Officers
 
Portsmouth, NH-August 12, 2009 - Strawbery Banke Museum welcomed three new trustees and new officers to the Board of Trustees at its recent meeting. Strawbery Banke president, Lawrence Yerdon welcomed Larry Benedict, Paul Peltier, and Eric Chinburg as new trustees with three-year terms beginning July 1st. The new trustees bring a variety of expertise to the board. Larry Benedict is recently retired from his position as the Dean of Student Life at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Previously, Benedict was the Dean of Student Affairs at Johns Hopkins University. Paul Peltier is the president of Exeter Trust Company, a trust company headquartered in Exteter N.H., and serves on the Exeter Trust Company Board of Directors. Eric Chinburg is the founder and president of Chinburg Builders, a fully integrated development and construction firm with over 20 years of experience in New Hampshire and Maine. Yerdon announced the new trustees and stated, "The new trustees add to the existing talents of the board and with this new class of trustees, the museum is well positioned to take on the challenges that are sure to be ahead of us in these difficult economic times." 


New officers were also elected to serve two-year terms starting July 1st. Senator Martha Fuller Clark will serve as the Chair of the Board of Trustees. Fuller Clark has lived and participated in the Portsmouth community for the past 33 years serving on numbers nonprofit boards, and has served in the New Hampshire Senate for the past 5 years. Larry Benedict and Cynthia Harvell were elected as co-chairs of the Board of Trustees. Harvell is a senior research associate at RMC Research Corporation in Portsmouth. Jeffrey Gilbert was elected Treasurer. Gilbert is a partner in WJP Development, LLC, a commercial real estate development company, and is a former vice chairman of the New Hampshire House Ways and Means Committee. Patsy Ostrader was elected secretary. Ostrander is retired from the field of investment management. 


#####

About Strawbery Banke Museum
Connect with the Past! Step into 400 years of living in the Puddle Dock neighborhood. Strawbery Banke provides the opportunity to see how people lived for four centuries of New England history. Through restored furnished houses, exhibits, historic landscapes and gardens, and costumed role players, Strawbery Banke interprets the living history of generations who settled in Portsmouth, NH, from the late 17th century to the mid-20th century.
 
Strawbery Banke Museum in Portsmouth, NH, is open May 1 through October 31, 10 to 5 daily. Call 603-433-1100 for more information on admission or visit www.strawberybanke.org.
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