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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – July 15, 2009
Smuttynose Brewing Company Posts 21% Growth 

in the First Half of 2009

With all the grim economic news making headlines these days, one local company is bucking the trend. During the first half of 2009, Portsmouth-based Smuttynose Brewing Company has posted a 21% increase in volume over the same period last year. 
“Contrary to popular belief, people do not drink more during bad economic times. That is a misperception – the numbers simply do not bear that out. Our growth is certainly not due to that,” points out company President Peter Egelston. Beer sales overall in the United States are slightly down compared to last year. However, one corner of the beer industry – craft brewing – is still  putting up healthy growth numbers, and Smuttynose Brewing’s growth exceeds that trend.

“There are several factors that have contributed to our sales increase,” says Egelston. Expanding distribution into four new states – North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Florida – and the introduction of a new beer -  Star Island Single - in April both account for a portion of the company’s growth. But the most significant increase is right here in New Hampshire, where shipments are 36% higher than last year’s.  

“That is very interesting, and, truth be told, a bit surprising, considering that we’ve been selling beer here for fifteen years, and we consider it to be a fairly mature market,” adds Egelston, who believes that the appeal of locally made products has gained traction in the Granite State, and may even be stronger in difficult economic times. There are still a lot of people who are discovering craft beers for the first time, some of whom are foregoing wine for beer, which they believe offers a better value for the dollar.

Egelston also theorizes that the awareness of the Smuttynose brand has increased locally as the company develops its plans to build a new facility in Hampton. At the same time, the Smuttynose continues to add brewing capacity to its current facility in Portsmouth, with two new 6,000 gallon fermentation vessels slated for installation in August. “We can’t stand still here while we plan and build our new brewery. We’re bursting at the seams.”
Contact: Peter Egelston, company president – peter@smuttynose.com - 603-682-6870

