FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

RISTORANTE MASSIMO NAMED BEST SPECIAL OCCASION SPOT AND MOST ROMANTIC RESTAURANT BY TASTE MAGAZINE 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PORTSMOUTH, N.H., August 5, 2009 -- Ristorante Massimo, the Seacoast’s most elegant Italian restaurant, received a number of honors in Taste of the Seacoast Magazine’s first annual Best of Taste Awards. Readers named the quaint restaurant 2009’s “Best Special Occasion Spot” and “Most Romantic Restaurant” and selected it for having the “Best Restaurant Wine List.”

      Taste readers responded to a number of various categories as the Best of Taste Awards honored favorites in restaurants, food and beverage, and chefs.  Jean Kerr, editor of Taste, stated “Readers applauded Ristorante Massimo’s superb wine list, which sommelier Davide Digenova handles with extensive knowledge and great charm.”

      The survey compliments Massimo’s for its ability to transform its intimate downstairs location into a romantic getaway for Seacoast guests.  An aura of romance is dispelled through the Classical art that adorns the brick walls, perfectly set tables, world class Italian cuisine, fine wine, and superior service.            

      “We are honored to receive such high levels of recognition,” said restaurant proprietor and owner Massimo Morgia. “My goal remains the same as the day we opened-- to consistently provide our guests with the finest in cuisine and service in elegant surroundings.”

      Massimo’s adds this title to its exemplary collection of accolades from publications such as Bon Appétit, Food and Wine Magazine, and NECN’s TV Diner and Phantom Gourmet. For more information on the restaurant, please visit www.RistoranteMassimo.com/awards. For reservations please call 603-436-4000. 

About Ristorante Massimo
Nestled in historic downtown Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Ristorante Massimo’s world-class Italian cuisine and quaint brick and stone ambiance transport guests to Florence, Rome, and Venice. Run by renowned restaurateur Massimo Morgia, Ristorante Massimo offers dishes from all regions of Italy—using New England culinary delicacies to deliciously transform timeless Italian favorites. The restaurant selects seafood, meats, and seasonal vegetables based on freshness, variety, and flavor, and makes its own bread and pasta from scratch. With outstanding hospitality and a selection of exquisite Italian and Californian wines from the world’s best vintners, Ristorante Massimo has become a local favorite and a popular tourist destination. Located at 59 Penhallow Street in Portsmouth, NH, the restaurant is open Monday-Saturday, 5:00 p.m. to closing and can accommodate private functions. Valet parking is available on weekends.  For more information or to make a reservation, please call 603-436-4000 or visit www.ristorantemassimo.com.   
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