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Art-Speak receives grant from NH State COuncil on the Arts 

to establish program at Portsmouth Middle School
Art-Speak, the City of Portsmouth’s Cultural Commission, is pleased to announce it has been awarded a $6,900 grant from the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts to establish a program at Portsmouth Middle School, to expose students to potential careers in the arts.  The program will be known as ArtWorks.  ArtWorks seeks to enrich students’ knowledge of careers in the arts by creating partnerships between the school district, locally-run businesses, and locally-based artists contributing to Greater Portsmouth’s creative economy.  The program will focus on eighth graders, since this age group is beginning to form ideas and make decisions about potential career paths.  Anna Nuttall, Art-Speak board member and Portsmouth School Department’s Visual Arts Chair, will run the ArtWorks program.
In establishing and supporting Art-Speak, the City of Portsmouth recognized the need to preserve and nurture the artistic and cultural elements of the city.  “Part of preserving the artistic and cultural elements of the community involves nurturing and retaining our local talent.  We hope to do this by allowing our students to experience, first-hand, potential careers in the creative industries in their own community.” stated Nuttall.  Art-Speak is very grateful to the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts and our state representatives and senators for their continued support of the arts.  

The mission of Art-Speak is to promote appreciation, awareness, participation, and dialogue in the support of arts and culture in Portsmouth.   For more information, go to www.art-speak.org or contact Sue Cobler at 603.610.7222 or scobler@ch.cityofportsmouth.com.
