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The Music Hall Presents

Striking 12 

featuring Groovelily

Saturday, December 5, 2009 8pm

 “In the quest for ideal holiday entertainment for adults, 

this strikes gold.”—Los Angeles Times
“first-rate and this one is terrific.” - New York Times

“captivating” – San Francisco Chronicle

Celebrate Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth!

Portsmouth, NH-… Back by popular demand! The Music Hall Presents the straight from New York anti-holiday show with Seinfeldesque humor – Striking 12 Saturday December 5 at 8pm. With a brilliantly witty score that combines pop, rock, jazz, and showtunes, the theatrical power pop trio GrooveLily brings to life the holiday season for anyone too cool for your typical holiday show.  Directed and co-written by Dirty Rotten Scoundrels and 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee Tony Award winners, this laugh out loud holiday musical stars Valerie Vigoda, a star of Patti LuPone proportions. If you missed it at The Music Hall in 2007, don’t make the same mistake this time!

As Margaret Talcott, Director of Strategic Communications said, “If you loved Rent, don’t miss this hip holiday spectacular. Direct from NYC, this holiday pop-rock opera is Seinfeld and Rent rolled into one urban fable. The prodigiously talented trio GrooveLily is reinventing the American musical, making rock theatre that is smart, fun and devilishly clever.”

With Striking 12, The Music Hall kicks off Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth, now in its fifth year. Striking 12 is one the hottest holiday musicals, winner of the Jonathan Larson (composer of Rent) Award, and co-authored by  Tony Award winner Rachel Sheinkin (The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee). Striking 12 tells the story of a grumpy, overworked New Yorker who resolves to spend New Year’s Eve alone in his apartment when an unexpected visitor brings some much-needed cheer - a brilliant script based on the Hans Christian Andersen fairytale, The Little Match Girl.

Music Hall Executive Director Patricia Lynch asks, “Ever been single on New Year’s Eve? Gone to party you didn’t want to go to, seen the date that dumped you months ago and listened to your friends sound off about their great year? With an eclectic score that combines pop, rock, jazz, showtunes, and more, the indie pop rock trio GrooveLily and a brilliantly witty score bring to life the holiday season many of us love to hate. Bring your best date, your teenagers, anyone too cool for your typical holiday shows.  Come see why The New York Times said about Striking 12 - ‘first rate and this one is terrific.’ Don’t miss it!”

Cast and creative team

New York City trio GrooveLily inhabits that contemporary space where creative musicians ignore the boundaries laid down by words like rock, folk, jazz and pop. Intelligent original songs with no shortage of wit connect lush musical textures and soaring vocals with the blazing six-string electric violin of Valerie Vigoda, the lightning-fingered piano of Brendan Milburn, and the joyful drums of Gene Lewin. With backgrounds in classical music, musical theater, jazz and rock, the three members of GrooveLily are making a new music that's all their own. The success of their first concert-musical, the critically acclaimed holiday show, Striking 12, has led them farther into the world of theater, where they have carved out a unique niche as a rock band writing and performing shows. The musicians play keyboard (synth), guitar, bass, drums, violin and cello. Gene Lewin, with a Master's degree from the Manhattan School of Music, joyfully blurs the lines between jazz and rock. Brendan Milburn is an arranger and an accomplished record producer whose music and/or lyrics have been featured in a growing number of off/on-Broadway shows. Valerie Vigoda, a classically-trained musician, has toured the world with Cyndi Lauper (opening for Tina Turner and Cher), Joe Jackson and the Trans-Siberian Orchestra. She founded GrooveLily in 1994, with a critically-acclaimed CD called Inhabit My Heart. She is the winner of a 2006 Jonathan Larson Performing Arts Foundation Award for excellence in writing for the theater, along with her longtime collaborator and husband, Brendan Milburn. Dirty Linen Magazine wrote: “to call Valerie Vigoda talented barely seems to do her justice. She has a great voice, is an intelligent lyricist...and an ace violinist. Methinks we'll hear more of her.” Valerie is Striking 12’s co-author with Tony Award winner (for The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee) Rachel Sheinkin, a Manhattan Theatre Club playwriting fellow and an adjunct faculty at NYU's Graduate Musical Theatre Writing Program. 
About Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth
Three December weekends of Strolls, Shows & Stayovers, a classic holiday tradition brought to you by partners The Music Hall,  the oldest theater in New  Hampshire,  and Strawbery Banke Museum, a ten-acre living history museum in the heart of Portsmouth, New Hampshire’s oldest waterfront town. New this year: a free festive Vintage Christmas Trolley and hotel packages. According to Patricia Lynch, executive director of The Music Hall, “Portsmouth is the perfect town for Vintage Christmas since it’s a charming mix of the contemporary and historical. Vintage Christmas is all about celebrating the winter, the warmth, the light, and our collective memories of holidays past.”

Ticket information

Striking 12 featuring GrooveLily will appear at The Music Hall on Saturday December 5 at 8pm.  Tickets are $34 and $26 and can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org
Group ticket sales of 15 or more are available at a discounted rate, and can be purchased by calling 603-433-3100 x25, Monday through Friday noon to 6pm.

Sponsors: 

Comcast, West Branch Construction, 94.9 WHOM

Praise for Striking 12 

“It is - without question - one of (my) all-time, favorite art experiences. No lie. I absolutely loved it. Bought the CD. Play it often…music, musical performance-theater, unique theater, a wicked violin, fine storytelling, incredible musicianship, violin/piano/drum trio…” – Jeanne’ McCartin, Portsmouth Herald

“Striking 12″ is indeed a holiday show that has more heart and fun than most of the manufactured entertainments competing for your consumer dollars. 

–The New York Post
“…this modest show is more artfully crafted and engaging than virtually all the standard-mold musicals coming our way these days…The most important ingredient for a successful musical, it has long been acknowledged, is a first-rate score, and this one is terrific. The lyrics are alive with wit and humor, and they don’t shy away from surging emotion either. The music is rhythmic pop founded on a rich vein of melody, with Ms. Vigoda’s electric violin adding a distinctive note to the clean but potent arrangements.”

–The New York Times
“Striking 12 may be the best new American musical that nobody has heard of.”
—Playbill Online
“Watch your back, Sweeney Todd. The band GrooveLily has come to town, proving that you don’t need to do a big-budget Broadway show to tell a captivating story and showcase the formidable gifts of multitalented performers.”

· OffOff Online
“Sometimes the brightest gifts come in the strangest packages. One of this year’s more captivating new holiday shows is less the product of a theater company than of a jazzy rock trio called GrooveLily, and not so much a musical as a story threaded through a concert.”

—San Francisco Chronicle
“Part rock concert, part musical, Striking 12 uses convention for kindling and leaves us all basking in the glow of the hippest holiday show in recent memory. Striking 12 is too hot to miss.”

—San Jose Mercury News
“thoroughly entertaining and musically rich.” —Oakland Tribune
“Valerie Vigoda is truly amazing, an awesome vision of embodied musicality, moving as one with her violin, making it sing and singing with it in a voice both smoky and angelic. Anyone in town who plays violin ought to see her—she’s the future.”

—Palo Alto Weekly
“In the quest for an ideal holiday entertainment for adults, “Striking 12″ strikes gold.”

—Los Angeles Times
“This holiday-themed show by the pop trio GrooveLily is an inventive presentation that is part theater piece, part concert, and wholly entertaining.”

— Philadelphia Inquirer
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.4 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 
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almost every night of the year!
