The Music Hall presents

Messiah Sing!

Seacoast’s largest community-sing
Tuesday, December 22, 2009 7:30 p.m. 

“The audience members were the stars.” - Portsmouth Herald

Valet Parking available

Part of Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth - Strolls, Shows & Stayovers  

 “One of the ‘Top Ten Things Not to Miss in New England”

– Boston Globe 

Portsmouth, NH…As part of its Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth programming, on Tuesday, December 22 at 7:30pm, The Music Hall will present the Seacoast’s largest Messiah Sing! -featuring Handel’s triumphant Christmas oratorio - bringing together the Seacoast’s best-loved choruses and conductors, guest soloists and orchestral accompaniment, and friends and family in a community performance. Patrons can either bring their own score, purchase one at RiverRun Bookstore after Thanksgiving (for $3.50) or at The Music Hall the day of the concert. 

Patricia Lynch, Executive Director of The Music Hall said, “As patrons enter the hall, they will immediately realize they are at a unique event. They’ll see the signs for sopranos, altos, tenors, and bass so they can seat themselves appropriately in the hall. Whether patrons want to view the performance or join in, watching and listening to the hundreds of singers in the audience is simply transcendent. In fact, the Portsmouth Herald noted, ‘The audience members were the stars.’” 

For those who aren’t familiar with the concept of a Messiah Sing, Priscilla French, concert organizer, explains, "Messiah Sings are a tradition in many communities during the Christmas season. Singers of all ranks are invited to sing through the Christmas portion (Part I) of Handel's most famous oratorio, 'Messiah' with no prior rehearsal.   It's kind of a ‘happening’ - great fun and one of the best ways I know to celebrate the true meaning behind the Christmas season. Bring your friends and family and your own score and join us for this glorious occasion. "

Invited choruses 

South Berwick Community Chorus, Seacoast Community Chorus, Granite State Choral Society, Seacoast Choral Society, Portsmouth Pro Musica, Portsmouth Men’s Chorus, New Hampshire Youth Chorus, Rockingham Choral Society, and York Singers. Conductors for The Music Hall event will come from the ranks of conductors of all the participating choruses. 

Orchestral accompaniment

On stage, the singers will have orchestral accompaniment by: Lynne McMahon, Melissa Waterhouse, violins;  Sally Wituszynski, viola;  Gary Hodges, cello;  John Stewart, bass;  Margaret Herlehy, Duncan MacCallum, oboe;  John Cardin, Greg Bechtold, trumpet;   and Robert Littlefield, piano.

Featured soloists

Andreal Veal, soprano;  Morgan McCurdy, mezzo;  Wendell Purrington, tenor;  Todd Richard, bass

Andrea Veal (soprano) holds a Master of Arts degree in music history and a Bachelor of Arts in vocal performance from the University of New Hampshire.  Equally at home singing oratorio, opera, or recital repertoire, Ms. Veal is noted for her purity of tone and emotional performances.  She is a member of the Handel and Haydn Society chorus and appears regularly on the Musicians of Wall Street concert series at the Concord Community Music School.  She teaches voice at her own studio in Rochester, NH and at the Concord Community Music School.  

Messiah Sing performed in festively decorated hall
As they head into the 1878 theater, patrons will be wowed by the Founders Lobby below the theater that reflects the Beaux Arts design and history of the grand Victorian theater yet with striking 21st century amenities. In the auditorium, audiences can enjoy a view of the elaborately decorated dome and proscenium arch, as well as historic finishes on the balcony, moldings and walls throughout the theater’s interior. The stunning restoration brings back the work of artisans from 1878-1901.  The Music Hall was lauded in a recent New York Times article “much of the Beaux Arts interior design is restored and the structure is returned to its Victorian-era glory.”  

About tickets

Messiah Sing will appear at The Music Hall on Tuesday, December 22 at 7:30pm.  Tickets are $14 and can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org
Valet Parking

Valet Parking will be available 90 minutes prior to select live events at The Music Hall this season. The price is $10 per car. The fine print: “six inches of snow in six hours” = no valet service but the show will go on!  For more information and a list of all live shows that offer Valet Parking, visit http://themusichall.org/aboutus/valet.asp or contact The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, by phone at 603-436-2400. www.themusichall.org.

Sponsors 

94.9 WHOM

Season Sponsors

Liberty Mutual; Martin's Point Health Care

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.4 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

About Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth

Cited as one of the “Top Ten Things Not to Miss in New England” by the Boston Globe, the first three weekends in December of Strolls, Shows & Stayovers is a classic holiday tradition brought to you by partners The Music Hall,  the oldest theater in New  Hampshire, and Strawbery Banke Museum, a ten-acre living history museum in the heart of Portsmouth, New Hampshire’s oldest waterfront town, recently named a “Distinctive Destination” by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Back by popular demand: a free festive Vintage Christmas Trolley provided by the City of Portsmouth for the first three Saturdays and Sundays. New this year: hotel packages! Vintage Christmas is all about celebrating the winter, the warmth, the light, and our collective memories of holidays past – and Portsmouth is the perfect town to do that since it’s such a charming mix of the contemporary and historical. Visit www.themusichall.org/vintagechristmas
