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May On Screen@The Music Hall
Screen Classic: Casablanca

KidsRULE!: A Town Called Panic

Wildcard Movie: Neil Young Trunk Show

And, Ajami, A Prophet, Greenberg, 

The Girl on the Train, and The Ghost Writer

The Met: Armida

Founders Lobby Lounge open Fri/Sat 5:30-midnight

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…As we anxiously await the upcoming SummerFilm series, the month of May is the perfect build-up to what will be a fantastic three months of film. Following up a riveting set of films in April, On Screen @ The Music Hall brings in eight more incredible films. Starting us off is the debut from Israeli and Palestinian co-directors Yaron Shani and Scandar Copti with Ajami, followed by A Prophet, “one of those rare films in which the moral stakes are as insistent and thought through as the aesthetic choices.” Next up is the highly anticipated Greenberg, starring Ben Stiller. Directed by Noah Baumbach (The Squid and the Whale, Margot at the Wedding), according to The New York Times it is “one of the funniest and saddest movies Mr. Baumbach has made so far.” May 20th brings the monthly Screen Classic, Casablanca, one of the greatest classic love stories of all time. Then it’s our KidsRule! series monthly film, A Town Called Panic, Audience Award Winner at Fantastic Fest 2009 and the first stop-motion animated feature selected by Cannes. Then it’s The Girl on the Train, by acclaimed French writer-director André Téchiné which presents a thinly veiled fictionalization of events that took the European press by storm in 2004. The Wildcard Movie is an unusual addition to the month’s collection of films, with director Jonathan Demme’s  Neil Young’s Trunk Show, which includes delicately offered acoustic numbers, mesmerizing electric travelogues into the artist’s psyche, searing, chaotic anthems, and rarely performed pieces. May’s On Screen concludes with the latest from Roman Polanski, The Ghost Writer, an atmospheric and suspenseful thriller starring Ewan McGregor and Pierce Brosnan. 

Film Coordinator Chris Curtis says, “Another month for camping out at The Music Hall for film! Whether or not you’ll be able to make a month-long 

‘Film-grimage’ work with your busy schedule, we hope you’ll give yourself the gift of coming to see one of the all-time classics, Casablanca on the big-screen on May 20.”

May ‘10 Film at The Music Hall

(Films in bold.  All films at 7pm unless otherwise noted)

 

1: Ajami 7pm
2: Met: Armida 1pm (delayed broadcast); Ajami 7pm
3: Ajami 7pm
4: Ajami 7pm (Show & Tell follows film)

5: Live: WNE Isabelle Allende 730pm

6: Ajami 7pm
 

7: Live: Dierks 8pm

8: Live: Circus Incognitus 2pm; A Prophet 7pm
9: A Prophet 3:30 & 7pm
10: A Prophet 7pm
11: A Prophet 7pm (Show & Tell follows film)

12: A Prophet 7pm
13: A Prophet 7pm
 

14: Greenberg 7pm
15: Live: I Survived Breast Cancer 630pm reception, 8pm show

16: Live: Saw Doctors 730pm

17: Greenberg 7pm

18: Greenberg 7pm
19: Greenberg 7pm
20: Screen Classic: Casablanca 7pm
 

21: Pilobolus 8pm

22: kidsRULE!: A Town Called Panic 2pm; The Girl on the Train 7pm
23: The Girl on the Train 7pm
24: The Girl on the Train 7pm
25: The Girl on the Train 7pm
26: The Girl on the Train 7pm
27: Wildcard: Neil Young Trunk Show 7pm
 

28: The Ghost Writer 7pm
29: The Ghost Writer  4 & 7pm
30: The Ghost Writer 7pm
31: The Ghost Writer 7pm
June: 

1: The Ghost Writer 7pm (Show & Tell follows film)

2: The Ghost Writer 7pm
3: Members Trailer Party- 1st SummerFilm 730pm

 

Ajami                                                                                                                                                                    NR, 120mins, Ge, 2009

The debut from Israeli and Palestinian co-directors Yaron Shani and Scandar Copti, whose location filming, use of nonprofessional actors and balanced perspective lend a palpable authenticity to a complex, cross-cultural drama -- set in Jaffa’s multi-ethnic Ajami neighborhood, home to Jews, Muslims and Christians. The repercussions of a revenge killing reveal the cultural and religious tensions simmering beneath the surface. Subtitled

 

“Aside from its honesty, I just think it’s a really gripping narrative.” – Michael Phillips, At the Movies

 

“You emerge from Ajami moved and also grateful for the heart, craft and intelligence the movie has shown.” – New York Times

 

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nA9zoM5rYE

 

A Prophet                                                                                                                                                          R, 155mins, Fr, 2009                

At age 18, Malik El Djebena (Tahar Rahim) is just beginning a six-year prison sentence in this drama from The Beat That My Heart Skipped director Jacques Audiard. Though he cannot read or write, Malik soon figures out the politics of the prison system, giving him a prime spot in the power struggle between two battling groups of prisoners. Winner of the Jury Prize at Cannes and nominated for Best Foreign Language Film at the Oscars and the Golden Globes. Subtitled

 

“A Prophet is one of those rare films in which the moral stakes are as insistent and thought through as the aesthetic choices.” – New York Times

 

“A movie that operates on a higher plane than its peers.” – Boston Globe

 

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kguN-WWgG_Y

 

Greenberg                                                                                                                                                          R, 107mins, US, 2010      

Roger Greenberg (Ben Stiller), single, fortyish and at a crossroads in his life, finds himself house-sitting for six weeks for his more successful, married-with-children brother. In search of a place to restart his life he finds himself spending more and more time with his brother's assistant Florence (Greta Gerwig). Despite his attempts not to be drawn in, Greenberg realizes he may at last have found a reason to be happy. From The Squid and the Whale and Margot at the Wedding writer/director, Noah Baumbach.

 

“I never knew who Ben Stiller was born to play, but now I do.” – Roger Ebert 

 

“The funniest and saddest movie Mr. Baumbach has made so far.” – New York Times 

 

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=059skh1bn8Y

 

Screen Classic: Casablanca                                                                                                                 PG, 102mins, US, 1942

World War II Morocco springs to life in Michael Curtiz's classic love story. Humphrey Bogart plays Richard "Rick" Blaine, a cynical but good-hearted American whose café is the gathering place for everyone from the French Police to the black market to the Nazis. When his long-lost love, Ilsa (Ingrid Bergman), surfaces in Casablanca with her Resistance leader husband (Paul Henreid), Rick is pulled into both a love triangle and a web of political intrigue. 3 Oscar wins along with 5 other nominations.

 

“Seeing the film over and over again, year after year…the more I know it, the more I like it.” – Roger Ebert

 

“Yes, indeed, the Warners here have a picture which makes the spine tingle and the heart take a leap.” – New York Times

 

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V8N2fsSxRQI&feature=related

 

kidsRULE! Movie: A Town Called Panic                                                                                      NR, 75mins, Be, 2009

Audience Award Winner at Fantastic Fest 2009 and the first stop-motion animated feature selected to Cannes, A Town Called Panic follows the wacky and hilarious adventures of three plastic toys named Cowboy, Indian and Horse who share a house in a rural town which never fails to attract the weirdest events. With hysteria a permanent feature of life in this papier-mâché burg, A Town Called Panic is zany, brainy and altogether insane-y!

 

“There's really very little to say about this film beyond that it's absolutely brilliant.” – Hollywood Reporter

 

“A Town Called Panic is a proudly Calvinist work -- I mean the comic strip character, not the philosopher.” – Boston Globe

 

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3uG8LLuVPQ

 

The Girl on the Train                                                                                                                                      NR, 105mins, Fr, 2009
Acclaimed French writer-director André Téchiné (Rendez-vous and Les voleurs) presents a thinly veiled fictionalization of events that took the European press by storm in 2004. Emilie Dequenne stars as Jeanne, an unemployed girl who lives with her mother (Catherine Deneuve) in a Parisian suburb and spends the majority of her free time rollerblading. She has little interest in history or politics but decides to fabricate a role for herself based on both, not thinking of the consequences that she may engender.

 

“One of [Andre Techine's] most successful films.” – Los Angeles Times

 

“A seductive drama.” – New York Times

 

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pbE35DB-f5w

 

Wildcard Movie: Neil Young Trunk Show                                                                                                          NR, 82mins, US, 2009
Director Jonathan Demme gives us some Neil Young musical and spiritual soul. Young on a stage full of personal icons- alone in the center of a circle of his beloved acoustic guitars; in the midst of stellar musicians Ben Keith, Ralph Molina, Rick Rosas, Pegi Young and Anthony “Sweet Pea” Crawford, plus an onstage painter. There are delicately offered acoustic numbers, mesmerizing electric travelogues into the artist’s psyche, searing, chaotic anthems, and rarely performed pieces. Young sings his heart out again and again. It is a collection for the ages.

 

“Demme beautifully captures the show's casual intimacy.” – New York Daily News

 

“Features two great artists -- Demme and Young -- continuing to find new ways to please their fans.” – San Francisco Chronicle

 

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpltKhz8fVM

 

The Ghost Writer                                                                                                                                 PG13, 128mins, Fr, 2010

Resonating with topical themes, this atmospheric and suspenseful political thriller from Roman Polanski is a story of deceit and betrayal on every level. When a successful British ghostwriter agrees to complete the memoirs of former British Prime Minister Adam Lang, his agent assures him it’s the opportunity of a lifetime. But the project seems doomed from the start—not least because his predecessor on the project, Lang’s long-term aide, died in an unfortunate accident. 

 “Offers an unusually astute glimpse of power at its most alluring and corrosive.” – Washington Post

 

“Polanski at 76 provides a reminder of directors who were raised on craft, not gimmicks, and depended on a deliberate rhythm of editing rather than mindless quick cutting.” – Roger Ebert

 

Trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_AerBW0EcI

 

About Extraordinary Cinema
Great films. Enormous screen. Unrivaled ambiance. Knowledgeable Curator. Post-film discussions. An experience unlike anything else on the Seacoast. Featuring a new title every week between September and May; SummerFilm; the monthly one-night-only Wildcard Movies; Screen Classics; KidsRULE! Movies and the celebrated Telluride by the Sea each fall. 

Wildcard Movie Sponsors

BayRing Communications; Cocked Hat Ventures, LLC; Homewood Suites by Hilton in Portsmouth, NH; New Hampshire Public Radio; Hawthorn Publications

KidsRULE! Movie Sponsors

Series Sponsors: BayRing Communications; Ocean Properties Ltd.; Seacoast Rotary Club; Seacoast Media Group/Portsmouth Herald
Evening Sponsors: Calvert Investments; Harbour Women’s Health; Robert’s Maine Grill; WERZ

About Show & Tell 

Professional film enthusiast Paul Goodwin puts the “talk” in talkies, encouraging audiences to speak their minds and hear all about the movies, their backgrounds, and even trivia and the latest gossip about the stars. Free to the public and held in our stately auditorium immediately after the end credits roll. Complimentary popcorn, tea and coffee courtesy of Carpe Diem. Paul will be hosting Show & Tell after the screenings of Ajami on May 4, A Prophet May 11, The Ghost Writer June 1.  
2009-2010 Season Sponsors

Liberty Mutual

Martin's Point Health Care
 

Tickets for Extraordinary Cinema are $8.50 and can be purchased at the box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, New Hampshire), by phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org  

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a dedicated volunteer Board of Trustees. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

Kathleen Soldati

Director of Marketing

The Music Hall

104 Congress Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801

603-433-3100 ext 12

ksoldati@themusichall.org
 

Music, Theatre, Dance, Cinema
almost every night of the year!
