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The Music Hall Presents

Natalie MacMaster 
Christmas in Cape Breton

Sunday, December 20, 2009 2pm & 7pm
 “Irresistible” - Los Angeles Times

“The Music Hall is inviting…the roar of the crowd wondrous” 

– Natalie MacMaster

Portsmouth, New Hampshire… Fiddler Natalie MacMaster returns to The Music Hall stage, Sunday December 20, 2009 for two matinees at 2pm and 7pm with her show Christmas in Cape Breton. Foot-tapping rave-ups, heart-wrenching ballads, and world-class step dancing combine with Natalie’s fiddling fireworks on Celtic melodies and Christmas carols to generate a “traditional fusion” delivered with ferocious energy. Equally at home on the concert stage or at a Folk festival, Natalie is one of the most versatile and exciting young musicians on the Folk and Celtic music scenes, often performing with Alison Krauss, the Chieftans, Paul Simon, Pavarotti and most recently, Yo-Yo Ma. 

Cape Breton is known for its traditional fiddle music, brought to the island by Scottish immigrants, and has been well preserved by artists such as Natalie.  The daughter of legendary Cape Breton fiddler Buddy MacMaster, Natalie has four certified gold albums under her belt. She pushes the boundaries of traditional music, fusing her brilliant Cape Breton fiddling with the sounds of banjo, dobro, and mandolin. She finds her sound between the Celtic and Appalachian fiddle music traditions and fuses them with touches of bluegrass, world music and pop. She has already begun to make her mark on music history having won “Best Female Artist of the Year” and “Best Roots/Traditional Solo Recording” at Canada’s East Coast Music Awards in 2005.  Her tenth album, Yours Truly, is a rich and varied collection of songs she has written or co-written.

Executive Director of the Music Hall, Patricia Lynch comments, “Natalie MacMaster is one of those performers that makes you lose yourself in the music.  We can’t wait for her to come back!”  

About Natalie MacMaster

Meet Natalie MacMaster: wife, mother and virtuoso Cape Breton fiddler; an electrifying performer whose passionate proficiency on the beloved four-string creates a signature sound that has resonated with world audiences through 10 albums, multiple gold sales figures and 27 years; numerous Juno and East Coast Music Awards; and a reputation as one of Canada’s most captivating performers. She also has the respect and admiration of the crème de la crème of top-notch musicians: legendary cellist Yo-Yo Ma – who recently invited her to prominently participate as a guest performer on his 2008 holiday-themed album Songs Of Joy & Peace; banjo prodigy Béla Fleck; fellow fiddling marvel Alison Krauss; spiritually electrifying superstar guitarist Carlos Santana – the list goes on. But to Natalie MacMaster, her beloved family now shapes and informs her musicianship as much as the jigs, reels, air, waltzes, strathspeys, marches and traditional folk that feed her spiritual soul. The applause only increases in excitement when MacMaster incorporates step dancing into her performance. But it’s her majesty with the bow and her intricate technique in making the fiddle sing and championing the Cape Breton tradition that floors her admirers for over 100 shows per year. It has served Natalie MacMaster on stage, whether performing with The Chieftains, Paul Simon, Faith Hill, Luciano Pavarotti or in front of millions on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, Late Night with Conan O’Brien, the ABC 2002 New Year’s Eve Special and Good Morning America. 

To purchase tickets

Natalie MacMaster - Christmas in Cape Breton will appear at The Music Hall Sunday, December 20, 2009 2pm & 7pm. Tickets are $43, $34 and can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), by phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org 

Group ticket sales of 15 or more are available at a discounted rate, and can be purchased by calling 603-433-3100 x25, Monday through Friday noon to 6pm.

Sponsors
Centrix Bank; Hilton Garden Inn Portsmouth Downtown; Regal Limousine Service; Squamscott Press; 94.9 WHOM
Season Sponsors

Liberty Mutual; Martin's Point Health Care

About Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth

Cited as one of the “Top Ten Things Not to Miss in New England” by the Boston Globe, the first three weekends of December feature Strolls, Shows & Stayovers in a classic holiday tradition brought to you by partners The Music Hall, the landmark Victorian theater, and Strawbery Banke Museum, a ten-acre living history museum in the heart of Portsmouth, New Hampshire’s oldest waterfront town, recently named a “Distinctive Destination” by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Back by popular demand: a free festive Vintage Christmas Trolley provided by the City of Portsmouth for the first three Saturdays and Sundays. New this year: hotel packages! Vintage Christmas is all about celebrating the winter, the warmth, the light, and our collective memories of holidays past – and Portsmouth is the perfect town to do that since it’s such a charming mix of the contemporary and historical. For more information, visit: www.themusichall.org/vintagechristmas
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.4 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 
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