Announcing

Writers on a New England Stage: Isabel Allende
The acclaimed Latin American novelist, author of The House of Spirits,

Eva Luna, Paula, and My Invented Country, will present her new novel

Island Beneath the Sea

Wednesday, May 5, at 7:30pm

Tickets on sale to Music Hall members Saturday, November 7, at noon

(on sale to the public Saturday, November 21)

Patrons can reserve autographed books now

for 10% discount

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, October 20, 2009:   Writers on New England Stage, the award-winning author series presented by The Music Hall and New Hampshire Public Radio, has just announced that the internationally bestselling author Isabel Allende will appear at The Music Hall as part of the series on Wednesday, May 5.   The  Latin American novelist, author of The House of Spirits,  Eva Luna, Paula, and My Invented Country, will present her new novel Island Beneath the Sea.   

 Allende’s on-stage presentation will be followed by an interview with long-time public radio producer Virginia Prescott, host of New Hampshire Public Radio’s “Word of Mouth.”   Live music will be performed by the award-winning house band Dreadnaught.  The live show will be rebroadcast on New Hampshire Public Radio.   Tickets for the evening will go on sale to Music Hall and New Hampshire Public Radio members on Saturday, November 7, at noon.  The general public can purchase beginning Saturday, November 21.  Autographed copies of ISLAND BENEATH THE SEA can be reserved for $24.29, discounted from the retail price of $26.99 when purchased in advance.  

“Since we began the Writers on a New England Stage series, audiences have been asking, hoping for Isabel Allende to join us,” said Margaret Talcott, Associate Producer of Writers on a New England Stage. “We’re delighted this came together, and on Cinco de Mayo, no less!  Readers here will certainly be celebrating.  I encourage anyone who wants to be with us on the night to buy their tickets as soon as possible.   This has been a sell-out season, and we expect Allende will follow suit.” 

About the author:  Isabel Allende

Born in Peru and raised in Chile, Isabel Allende is the author of nine novels, including Inès of My Soul, Daughter of Fortune, and Portrait in Sepia, all of which were New York Times bestsellers. She has also written a collection of stories, four memoirs, and a trilogy of children’s novels. Allende left her native Chile for Venezuela after the overthrow and assassination in 1973 of her uncle, Salvador Allende, president of Chile.  In her exile, she emerged as a journalist, writer, and novelist whose works of “magical realism,” similar to the novels of Gabriel Garcia Marquez, have entranced generations of readers.  Her books have been translated into more than twenty-seven languages and have become bestsellers across four continents. In 2004 she was inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Letters. 

About Writers on a New England Stage and the 2009-2010 Season

Writers on a New England Stage was created by executive producer Patricia Lynch, also executive director of The Music Hall, and is presented in partnership with New Hampshire Public Radio and in collaboration with Portsmouth’s independent RiverRun Bookstore. 

Since 2005, the series has spotlighted a broad range of celebrated authors including Alan Alda, Mitch Albom, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Dan Brown, E.L. Doctorow, Anita Diamant, Madeleine Albright, the late John Updike, Wally Lamb, and Cokie Roberts, among many others.   In addition to Isabel Allende (May 5), the following authors are upcoming in the Writers on a New England Stage series in the 2009-2010 season:   Barbara Kingsolver (November 3), Stephen King (December 1), Greg Mortenson (December 4), and Jodi Picoult (March 31).  

Ticket and book purchases

High School and Book Club guests

Tickets for Writers on a New England Stage: Isabel Allende, on Wednesday, May 5, will go on sale to Music Hall and New Hampshire Public Radio members on Saturday, November 7, at noon.  The public can purchase beginning Saturday, November 21.  Tickets for the evening are available through The Music Hall Box Office, 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, over the phone at 603-436-2400, or on our website www.themusichall.org. 

Autographed copies of Allende’s new book ISLAND BENEATH THE SEA, available on the evening at The Music Hall or the day after at RiverRun Bookstore, are $24.29 when reserved in advance through the purchase of a voucher.  Advance vouchers can be purchased through The Music Hall box office and at RiverRun Bookstore at 20 Congress Street in downtown Portsmouth.  Autographed books, as available, can be purchased on the evening for the full retail price of $26.99.  

Patrons who want to read the book in advance of the event and also want a discount can buy an unsigned copy as soon as RiverRun Bookstore has them available.  The 10% discount price will be in effect when they show their ticket to the author’s Writers on a New England Stage evening! 

The producers of Writers on a New England ask for patrons’ support of this vibrant series through the purchase of books through The Music Hall and/or River Run Bookstore.  “In the spirit of “shop local,” buying directly from the folks who make it happen is a good thing to do – a sign of support for Writers on a New England Stage and its mission of bringing today’s top writers and cultural literacy to our special corner of the country,” said Associate Producer Margaret Talcott.      

“A signed book is a wonderful addition to any personal library, and makes a great gift.  And now you can save time and money when you purchase your book vouchers ahead of time,” said Michele Filgate, Events Coordinator at RiverRun Bookstore, which arranges the book sales as a partner in the series’ presentation.      

At each Writers event, The Music Hall hosts local high school students selected by their teachers.  The Music Hall also invites local book clubs to come for the evening and take part in a drawing to attend a backstage reception and book signing with the author.  For more information on how to join the Writers on a New England Stage book club list and drawing, email mtalcott@themusichall.org.

Writers on a New England Stage Series Sponsors: Auger Building Company, Inc.; Calypso Communications; New England Audio Tech; Piscataqua Landscaping Company Incorporated; Popovers & Galley Hatch Hospitality Group; RMC Research Corporation; and Haunted Milk Design 

Music Hall Season Sponsors:  Liberty Mutual and Martin’s Point Health Care

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.4 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

_________________________________________

Margaret M. Talcott, The Music Hall

Associate Producer, Writers on a New England Stage

104 Congress Street, Portsmouth NH 03801

p: 603-433-3100 ext 21  *  mtalcott@themusichall.org

