MAINE INVITES MORE COMMENT ON WIND ENERGY DEMONSTRATION SITES Interested parties can submit info until November 30th

(Augusta, Maine) Although the state has nominated four small areas in state waters along the Maine coast that could serve as potential places for testing new offshore wind energy technologies, officials with the Department of Conservation and the State Planning Office want to make it clear that the final selection process is not over.

"These are preliminary sites," said Dr. Robert Marvinney, Maine's state geologist. "We want to stress that people have until November 30th to be in touch with us, so that we can select final sites where disruption to current users of the resource and the environment is minimized."

In each of the four draft sites, a commercial developer would be limited to testing a maximum of two deep water, offshore wind turbines, and could also host demonstrations of new wave energy technology. Four small areas off Boon Island near York, Damariscove Island near Boothbay, Monhegan Island in the midcoast and Cutler in downeast Maine have been identified as potential candidates to host offshore wind energy demonstration projects. One of the areas will be a research and development facility for the University of Maine. The University recently received a grant award of $8 million from the US Department of Energy to support the new endeavor.

Marvinney said comments can be submitted online at the Department of Conservation website, and written comments on the draft sites can be mailed

to:

Wind Energy Site Selection

c/o Dan Prichard

Department of Conservation

22 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0022

Web site: (www.maine.gov/doc/initiatives/oceanenergy/oceanenergy.shtml)

Marvinney said Maine TV stations, newspapers and radio stations have done a good job getting the word out about the process of selecting the sites.

"Most of the meetings we've had have been well attended, and fishermen have been very helpful in sharing their knowledge of coastal waters," he said.

Legislation passed unanimously in June mandates that the Department of Conservation and the State Planning Office work together to identify between one and five demonstration sites for offshore wind in Maine's coastal waters. The sites will serve as locations for the testing of all the components necessary to develop deep-water, offshore wind power, including floating platforms, anchoring systems, and new lightweight blade composites.

They will also monitor the impacts, if any, of offshore wind systems on the environment. State agencies are required to identify the sites by December 15th.
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