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The Music Hall Presents

Wildcard Movie: For the Love of Movies

The Story of American Film Criticism

Thursday November 19, 2009 7pm

Narrated by Patricia Clarkson

Featuring Roger Ebert and other national film critics

Post-film discussion with 

director, Boston Phoenix film critic Gerald Peary; producer Amy Geller

“A must-see for all film-lovers!” – Chris Curtis

“I enjoyed it immensely, I learned a lot. Very well done, edited, researched–and narrated!” ~ Roger Ebert

“Briskly covers a great deal of ground, and often engages with illuminating insights.” ~Variety

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…The first documentary to dramatize the rich saga of American movie reviewing, For the Love of Movies, has been selected as The Music Hall’s November Wildcard Movie slated for Thursday November 19 at 7pm. Directed by The Boston Phoenix film critic Gerald Peary, the documentary offers an insider’s view of the critics’ profession, with commentary from America’s best-regarded reviewers, including Roger Ebert, A.O. Scott, Lisa Schwarzbaum, and Kenneth Turan. With narration by Patricia Clarkson. Director Gerald Peary and Producer Amy Geller will be on hand for a discussion following the 80 minute film. 

According to Chris Curtis, Film and Outreach Coordinator, “From the origins of film-criticism to the present and the outlook for the profession, For the Love of Movies will help viewers to look at the spectrum of Film through a different lens. A must-see for all film-lovers!

From Gerald Peary, the film’s director

For a 100 years, virtually the history of American movies, film critics have championed this medium they so unabashedly love. They advise audiences in deciding what movies to see, and why. Better, their reviews illuminate the film-going experience, suggesting paths for readers to enter cinema more deeply, thoughtfully, appreciatively.

I have been a film critic for 30 years, writing for magazines and newspapers, and, the last 12 years, for The Boston Phoenix. This is a pro-critic film. At a time when American critics are being laid off and fired, and when their influence has diminished, For the Love of Movies: The Story of American Film Criticism is an unapologetic defense of a profession under siege.

I know intimately many of my colleagues, and had unprecedented access interviewing them for the camera. I talked to several dozen critics, including writers for newspapers (The New York Times, The LA Times, The Chicago Tribune, etc,), magazines (Entertainment Weekly, The New Republic, etc.), blogs and websites (aintitcoolnews.com, spout.com.)

Along with Producer Amy Geller, (PBS’s Murder at Harvard and The War that Made America), we set off to capture the voice of these critics on film.  My first desire is for an audience to become intimate with the reviewers behind the bylines, so it can be understood how critics think about and see movies. How did they come to their jobs, and to their abiding love for cinema? Those interviewed vividly describe scenes from movies which, seen as children, made an indelible impression, and which transformed their way of viewing.

Also, today’s critics comment on American critics of the past – Robert E. Sherwood, Otis Ferguson, James Agee, etc. – whose work inspired them. I offer a history of American film criticism, from the time of The Birth of a Nation to Bosley Crowther’s 27-year reign at The New York Times, from Roger Ebert and Gene Siskel on TV to amateur reviews on the Internet. I touch upon the infamous Pauline Kael-Andrew Sarris debates, and show the antagonist relationship between youthful web reviewers and veteran print critics.

There have been American critics who, simply, are great literary stylists. Among these: Andrew Sarris, Pauline Kael, James Agee, and Manny Farber. A further object of my documentary is to spread appreciation for such first-rate prose and original thinking. I hope that this film motivates audiences to consider reviews by the best American critics, whether in print or the Web, as a key component in watching movies in a deeper, more thoughtful, way.

Praise for For the Love of Movies

“I enjoyed it immensely, I learned a lot. Very well done, edited, researched–and narrated!” -Roger Ebert

“For the Love of Movies: The Story of American Film Criticism” briskly covers a great deal of ground, and often engages with illuminating insights….” – Joe Leydon, Variety

“It’s a treat to see the best-known film critic on the planet, Roger Ebert, give a never-before-seen interview. The sound bites are distinctive, the insider’s perspective is refreshing, the historical overview is welcome, and the overall impression is positive.” – Peter Martin, Cinematical

“For the Love of Movies does an excellent job in telling the history of not just film criticism, but of American film itself, not an easy task when you consider the breadth of that history.” – Tim Basham, Paste Magazine

Trailer

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIKjJMhTvZ0
About Wildcard Movies

Once each month. One night only.  Rare, random, relevant. Expect Surprises.

Tickets for For the Love of Movies are $8.50 and can be purchased at the box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, New Hampshire), by phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org  
Wildcard Movie Sponsors

BayRing Communications; Cocked Hat Ventures, LLC; Homewood Suites by Hilton in Portsmouth, NH; New Hampshire Public Radio; Hawthorn Publications

About Extraordinary Cinema
Great films. Enormous screen. Unrivaled ambiance. Knowledgeable Curator. Post-film discussions. An experience unlike anything else on the Seacoast. Featuring a new title every week between September and May; SummerFilm; the monthly Wildcard Movies, Screen Classics and KidsRULE! Movies; and the celebrated Telluride by the Sea each fall. 

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.4 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

Plan Your Visit!

Convenient parking. Charming accommodations. Eclectic shopping. Diverse dining. All in Portsmouth. www.themusichall.org/aboutus/plan_your_visit.asp
Kathleen Soldati

Director of Marketing

The Music Hall

104 Congress Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801

603-433-3100 ext 12

ksoldati@themusichall.org
 

Music, Theatre, Dance, Cinema
almost every night of the year!
