JUST ANNOUNCED

Writers on a New England Stage welcomes 

Yankee Magazine as New Partner 
Partnership will help build Regional and National Audiences 

for the Award-winning Series 

The Music Hall, Portsmouth, NH, December 4, 2009:  The celebrated author series Writers on New England Stage announced Yankee Magazine is a new partner in the series, joining The Music Hall, New Hampshire Public Radio and Portsmouth’s independent RiverRun Bookstore.   The partnership begins immediately and will benefit the series’ diverse audiences, ranging from local student groups and book clubs to Music Hall patrons and New Hampshire Public Radio listeners, as well as upcoming authors and their work. 

Said Writers on a New England Stage executive producer Patricia Lynch, also executive director of The Music Hall, “This new partnership broadens regional and national audiences for the series and provides additional opportunities for highlighting bestselling authors. Yankee’s involvement connects our guest writers with millions of readers and acquaints the magazine’s loyal following with this remarkable live and broadcast series,” Lynch added. 

Writers on a New England Stage presents six or more bestselling writers annually on the stage of the nonprofit arts center The Music Hall in Portsmouth, NH.  Since 2005, the series has hosted a broad range of celebrated national and international authors including Alan Alda, Mitch Albom, Cokie Roberts, Madeleine Albright, Dan Brown, Elmore Leonard, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Wally Lamb, and the late John Updike.  The 2009-2010 series currently includes Isabel Allende, Jodi Picoult, E.L. Doctorow, Tracy Kidder, Barbara Kingsolver, Stephen King and Greg Mortenson.   

Yankee Magazine will promote the Writers series to its audience of more than 2 million print readers and 120,000 unique monthly web site visitors through inclusion in print and online calendars, a specially dedicated web page for the series at YankeeMagazine.com, and select editorial coverage. Additionally, the authors will be highlighted in Yankee’s “Your New England Minute” e-newsletters.

"As a region, New England has a rich literary tradition that continues today. During Yankee Magazine’s 75-year history, we’ve featured some of the nation’s greatest writers who call New England their home,” says Jamie Trowbridge, president/CEO of Yankee Publishing Inc., which publishes Yankee Magazine and The Old Farmer’s Almanac. “We’re thrilled to enter into a partnership with Writers on a New England Stage and The Music Hall. They’re dedicated to welcoming great writers to New England and giving us all a chance to listen in.” 

About Writers on a New England Stage 

The dynamic one-of-a-kind series features an author presentation followed by an interview with a New Hampshire Public Radio host. Throughout the one hour event, live music is performed by the award-winning house band Dreadnaught.  Book clubs throughout the region attend.  In support of literacy and local public schools, The Music Hall’s outreach program invites small student groups to be their guests at the reading and to meet the author backstage.  Through partnering independent bookstore RiverRun, thousands of books have been sold at these literary evenings.  

The on-stage program is broadcast on New Hampshire Public Radio’s “The Exchange,” hosted by Laura Knoy, or on “Word of Mouth,” hosted by Virginia Prescott.   In addition, Writers on a New England Stage authors have gained extensive press attention including print, radio, and television coverage arranged through The Music Hall’s professional staff.  

Tickets for Writers on New England Stage events are just $13 ($11 for members of The Music Hall and NH Public Radio) and can be purchased through The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, 603-436-2400, or online at www.themusichall.org.   The entry price is kept low in support of literacy and attendance by the largest following of readers for every author.  Local schools looking to join The Music Hall’s outreach programs related to Writers on a New England Stage should contact Outreach Coordinator Chris Curtis at ccurtis@themusichall.org.  For more information on joining the series’ book club list and drawing, contact Associate Producer Margaret Talcott at mtalcott@themusichall.org.  

Writers on a New England Stage was created by executive producer Patricia Lynch, also executive director of The Music Hall, and is presented by The Music Hall and New Hampshire Public Radio in partnership with Yankee Magazine and RiverRun Bookstore.  

For more information, please contact Margaret Talcott, Writers on a New England Stage Associate Producer, at mtalcott@themusichall.com; or Heather Atwell, Yankee Magazine Communications Manager, at heathera@yankeepub.com 

For images, please see http://gallery.me.com/musichallnh#100247 

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.4 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

About Yankee Magazine 

Yankee Magazine was founded in 1935 and is based in Dublin, New Hampshire. It is the only magazine devoted to New England through its coverage of travel, home, food, and features. With a paid circulation of over 350,000 and a total audience of over 2 million, it is published by Yankee Publishing Incorporated (YPI), one of the few remaining family-owned, independent magazine publishers in the United States. YPI also publishes the nation’s oldest continuously produced periodical, The Old Farmer’s Almanac. More information about Yankee: New England’s Magazine is available at: YankeeMagazine.com 

