The Music Hall Presents

Joshua Bell and Jeremy Denk

Thursday, February 4, 2010 • 7:30pm

“classical music superstar” touring behind current CD, 

At Home with Friends, featuring Chris Botti, Sting, Josh Groban

2010 Instrumentalist of the Year - Musical America

Grammy Award winner; 35 CDs recorded

Film soundtracks for Angels and Demons, Defiance

Valet Parking Available
“Polished and secure…an appealing sweetness” - New York Times
Portsmouth, New Hampshire… The Music Hall, the landmark Victorian theatre in downtown Portsmouth, New Hampshire, will feature a return engagement of legendary musician Joshua Bell in concert with pianist Jeremy Denk. Among the most celebrated classical and chamber musicians in the world, this multi-Grammy Award winning violinist performed in The Red Violin, which won the Oscar for Best Original Score. Joining him will be award-winning pianist Jeremy Denk. Denk commands a broad and challenging solo and chamber music repertoire. He has played Mozart with the Philadelphia Orchestra and the San Francisco Symphony; Rachmaninoff with the Chicago Symphony; Brahms with the Philharmonia in London’s Royal Festival Hall; Tobias Picker with the Moscow Philharmonic; and Schumann with the Juilliard Orchestra and Kurt Masur – a concert broadcast nationally on “Performance Today.”

According to Executive Director Patricia Lynch, “When we first brought Joshua Bell here, the show sold out immediately. We knew that our patrons would welcome one of the biggest legends to ever grace The Music Hall’s stage. This will be a night to remember – don’t miss out, get your tickets today before this one sells out too!”

Tickets

Joshua Bell and Jeremy Denk will appear at The Music Hall on Thursday, February 4, 2010, 7:30pm. Tickets are $80 and $65. The Music Hall box office is at 28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 603.436.2400, www.themusichall.org 

Sponsors
Lamprey Brothers; Ocean Bank

About Joshua Bell

For more than two decades, Joshua Bell has enchanted audiences worldwide with his breathtaking virtuosity and tone of rare beauty.  He came to national attention at the age of 14 in a highly acclaimed orchestral debut with Riccardo Muti and the Philadelphia Orchestra.  A Carnegie Hall debut, the prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant, and a recording contract further confirmed his presence in the music world.  Today he is equally at home as a soloist, chamber musician, and orchestra leader. His restless curiosity and multifaceted musical interests have taken him in exciting new directions that have earned him the rare title of “classical music superstar.”
Highlights of Bell’s 09-10 season include the September 29th release of Joshua Bell At Home With Friends featuring collaborations with Chris Botti, Sting, Josh Groban, Kristin Chenoweth, Regina Spektor, Anoushka Shankar, Marvin Hamlisch and Tiempo Libre, among others. Performance highlights include the Hollywood Bowl, Verbier, Tuscan Sun, Mostly Mozart, Salzburg, Tanglewood, Menuhin, Gstaad and Enescu festivals and a return to the BBC Proms at Royal Albert Hall. Western hemisphere engagements include appearances with the New York Philharmonic, Boston Symphony, Chicago Symphony and The National Symphony Orchestra at the Kennedy Center.  Bell performs at the Huberman Festival with the Czestochowa Philharmonic and returns to Moscow to perform with the Russian National Orchestra. 2010 will see Bell on a European and U.S. recital tour  which includes Carnegie Hall, Disney Hall, and the Wigmore Hall in London; a performance for the World  Economic Forum, and dates in Paris, Budapest, Madrid, Athens, Zurich and Istanbul, as well as a tour to Asia with the Academy of St. Martin in the Fields.

Live From Lincoln Center Presents Joshua Bell With Friends@ The Penthouse will air nationally on PBS stations January 21.

“Bell,” Gramophone stated simply, “is dazzling.”

Named by Musical America as the 2010 Instrumentalist of the Year, Bell is an exclusive Sony Classical artist known for his breadth and daring choices of repertoire, who has created a richly varied catalogue of recordings. Recent releases include the soundtracks for Angels & Demons and Defiance, Vivaldi’s  The Four Seasons, The Red Violin Concerto by John Corigliano, The Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto with the Berlin Philharmonic, The Essential Joshua Bell, Voice of the Violin and Romance of the Violin which Billboard named the 2004 Classical CD of the Year, and Bell the Classical Artist of the Year.
Since his first LP recording at age 18, Bell has made critically acclaimed recordings of the concertos of Beethoven and Mendelssohn both featuring his own cadenzas, Sibelius and Goldmark, as well as the Grammy Award winning Nicholas Maw concerto.  His Grammy-nominated recording Gershwin Fantasy premiered a new work for violin and orchestra based on themes from Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess.  Its success led to a Grammy-nominated all-Bernstein recording that included the premiere of the West Side Story Suite as well as a new recording of the composer’s Serenade.   With the composer and double bass virtuoso Edgar Meyer, Bell appeared on the Grammy-nominated crossover recording Short Trip Home and a disc of concert works by Meyer and the 19th-century composer Giovanni Bottesini.  Bell also collaborated with Wynton Marsalis on the Grammy-winning spoken word children’s album, Listen to the Storyteller and Bela Fleck’s Grammy Award winning Perpetual Motion.  He has twice performed on the Grammy Awards telecast, performing music from Short Trip Home and West Side Story Suite.

Bell holds a Grammy Award and Mercury Music Prize for the Maw concerto recording with Sir Roger Norrington and the London Philharmonic Orchestra, and Germany’s Echo Klassik for Sibelius/Goldmark concerto recording with Esa-Pekka Salonen and the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra. He received the Gramophone Award for his recording of the Barber and Walton violin concertos and Bloch’s Baal Shem. Bell is the recipient of the 2008 Academy of Achievement award for exceptional accomplishment in the arts, and in 2009 was honored by Education Through Music for his dedication to sharing his love of classical music with disadvantaged youth.
With more than 35 CDs recorded, Bell’s performances for Sony Classical film soundtracks also include The Red Violin, which won the Oscar for Best Original Score, the Classical Brit-nominated Ladies in Lavender and Academy Award-winning film Iris, in an original score by James Horner while appearing as himself in the film Music of the Heart starring Meryl Streep.  Millions of people are just as likely to have seen him on Late Night with Conan O’Brien, The Tonight Show, Tavis Smiley, Charlie Rose, CBS Sunday Morning as the PBS programs Great Performances – Joshua Bell: West Side Story Suite from Central Park, Joshua Bell at the Penthouse – Live From Lincoln Center, Memorial Day Concert, Sesame Street and A&E’s Biography.  He was one of the first classical artists to have a music video air on VH1, and he has been the subject of a BBC Omnibus documentary. Bell has been profiled in publications ranging from Newsweek to People Magazine’s 50 Most Beautiful People issue, Gramophone and USA Today.

Stated Strad: “Joshua Bell will be the one remembered in 50 years’ time.”

Bell and his two sisters grew up on a farm in Bloomington, Indiana.  As a child, he indulged in many passions outside of music, becoming an avid computer game player and a competitive athlete.  He placed fourth in a national tennis tournament at age 10 and still keeps his racquet close by.  Bell received his first violin at age four after his parents, both psychologists by profession, noticed him plucking tunes with rubber bands he had stretched around the handles of his dresser drawers.  By 12 he was serious about the instrument, thanks in large part to the inspiration of renowned violinist and pedagogue Josef Gingold, who had become his beloved teacher and mentor.

In 1989, Bell received an Artist Diploma in Violin Performance from Indiana University.  His alma mater also honored him with a Distinguished Alumni Service Award only two years after his graduation. He has been named an “Indiana Living Legend” and received the Indiana Governor’s Arts Award. In ’05 he was inducted into the Hollywood Bowl Hall of Fame and he is the recipient of coveted The Avery Fisher Prize.

For more information, visit www.joshuabell.com.   

Praise for Joshua Bell

“Polished and secure…expressive flexibility…breathtaking ease…” – New York Times
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

About parking

Valet parking: The Music Hall makes it easy - look for the Atlantic Parking kiosk in front of The Music Hall at 28 Chestnut Street starting 90 minutes before showtime. The price is $10 for each car.

City garage: The Portsmouth High-Hanover parking garage (at the corner of Hanover and High streets) offers bargain parking rates and ample parking within easy walking distance of The Music Hall.  

Kathleen Soldati

Director of Marketing

The Music Hall

104 Congress Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801

603-433-3100 ext 12

ksoldati@themusichall.org
