The Music Hall Presents
Kurt Elling with Monterey Jazz Festival

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 7:30pm

 Eight-time Grammy nominee (for eight CDs)

Four octave baritone

 “Elling beats Tony Bennett 

as Male Vocalist of the Year” – Down Beat Magazine

 “the jazz stand-out male vocalist of our time” New York Times

“perhaps the most distinctive singer on the American scene” - Sunday Times (UK)

 “superior acoustics/intimate historic theatre makes for 

the best concert experience in New England”

Valet Parking available

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…Kurt Elling, “perhaps the most distinctive singer on the American scene” (Sunday Times - UK) will appear at The Music Hall, the landmark Victorian theatre in downtown Portsmouth, Wednesday February 10 at 7:30pm as the legendary Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour rolls into Portsmouth. Joining Elling will be The Kenny Barron Trio (Kenny on piano), violinist Regina Carter, and Russell Malone on guitar.

According to Kathleen Soldati, Director of Marketing at The Music Hall, “Kurt Elling is the name on everyone’s lips these days. When I heard Elvis Costello ask his TV show guest, opera star Renee Fleming who her favorite singer was, she said Kurt Elling. I knew he was slated for the Monterey Jazz Festival concert, but I had to really check him out. I’ve been listening to his CD over and over and am knocked out by his voice and choice of material. I recently played Leaving Again/In the Wee Small Hours of the Morning medley for a friend who was brought to tears. The accolades are endless – he even beat out Tony Bennett for Down Beat’s Male Vocalist of the Year. He really is the new Sinatra! And, while the Jazz Festival will be in two other locations in New England, there really isn’t a better place to see a concert – with superior acoustics and our intimate, historic theatre, The Music Hall is the best concert experience in New England.”

About Kurt Elling

Kurt Elling, named Male Vocalist of the Year – ahead of Tony Bennett – in the Down Beat Readers Poll, is considered one of America's most unheralded national treasures. With his unmatched languid baritone and cool Sinatra swagger and style, he may be on his way to his first Grammy – at this Sunday January 31 awards programs.  He was nominated for the eighth time (one for each of his eight albums) for Dedicated to You for Best Vocal Jazz Album. On January 25, he was heralded in New York City as 2010 Nightlife Awards Outstanding Jazz Vocalist, a program that honors the best of New York's cabaret, comedy and jazz. With six consecutive years at the top of the Down Beat Critics' and Jazz Times readers' polls, Elling has attained elite status in the jazz world. His rich four-octave baritone voice displays an astonishing technical facility, emotional depth, intelligent phrasing, clear intonation, impeccable breath and pitch control.
Elling has toured the world with his quartet, performing to critical acclaim in Europe, the Middle East, South America, Asia and Australia, and at jazz festivals and concert halls across North America. Elling has also recorded and/or performed with jazz luminaries such as Terence Blanchard and Dave Brubeck. He has been featured on CBS Sunday Morning, CNN, and in hundreds of newspaper and magazine reviews and articles.  Elling’s recordings on the Blue Note label include Close Your Eyes (1995), The Messenger (1997), This Time It’s Love (1998), Live in Chicago (2000), Flirting with Twilight (2001), and Man in the Air (2003).  Nightmoves (2007) and Dedicated to You (2009) are on the Concord label.  

Praise for Kurt Elling

 “The jazz stand-out male vocalist of our time” - New York Times 

“Perhaps the most distinctive singer on the American scene” - Sunday Times (UK)

“The most influential jazz vocalist of our time. If there’s a royal bloodline of male jazz singers, I’d suggest it progresses from Satchmo to Mel Torme to Jon Hendricks to Mark Murphy to Kurt Elling.” 

– Jazz Times

“Since the mid-1990s, no singer in jazz has been as daring, dynamic or interesting as Kurt Elling. With his soaring vocal flights, his edgy lyrics and sense of being on a musical mission, he has come to embody the creative spirit of jazz.” – Washington Post

“In an era when bona fide jazz singers are in perilously short supply, Kurt Elling seems hell bent on rewriting the definition of what jazz singing is all about.” - Chicago Tribune

"The most flamboyantly creative jazz singer to emerge in the last decade." - San Francisco Chronicle

“Drawing on a Beat ethic and a rich baritone that somehow combines echoes of both Frank Sinatra and John Coltrane, he delivers performances that can be as intense as a poetry recital, yet as unbuttoned as a jam session.” - Sunday Times London

“Sounds like no one but himself” – New York Times

About Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour

The Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour musicians reflect the spirit, history, artistic excellence, and sophisticated informality for which the Festival has gained international fame.  The group also celebrates the Festival’s commitment to year-round jazz education in local, regional, national, and international programs. Held every September on the Monterey Fairgrounds site where the Festival was first presented in 1958, the Monterey Jazz Festival began as a dream of a “sylvan setting” for live jazz for founder Jimmy Lyons and his co-founder and colleague, Ralph Gleason.  The first annual Monterey Jazz Festival featured artists like Dizzy Gillespie, Louis Armstrong, John Lewis, Gerry Mulligan, Art Farmer, Max Roach, and Billie Holiday.  Since then, every third full weekend in September sees the same caliber of talent grace the now eight stages of the Monterey Jazz Festival for a three-day celebration of music, commissioned jazz compositions, in-depth conversations with artists, panel discussions, workshops, exhibitions, clinics, and an international array of food, shopping, and festivities spread throughout the 20-acre Monterey Fairgrounds.  The 53rd Annual Monterey Jazz Festival Presented by Verizon will take place September 17 - 19, 2010, and will feature the four-time Grammy®-winning vocalist Dianne Reeves as Artist-In-Residence.

About tickets

Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour will appear at The Music Hall Wednesday, February 10 at 7:30pm Tickets are $54 and $40 and can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org 
Valet Parking

Valet Parking will be available 90 minutes prior to the show. The price is $10 per car. For more information and a list of all live shows that offer Valet Parking, visit http://themusichall.org/aboutus/valet.asp or contact The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, by phone at 603-436-2400. www.themusichall.org.

Sponsors

Jumpin' Jay's Fish Café; Kimmi's Best Biscotti, LLC; Piscataqua Savings Bank
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts
The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

Plan Your Visit

Convenient parking. Charming accommodations. Eclectic shopping. Diverse dining. All in Portsmouth. Plan your visit! www.themusichall.org/aboutus/plan_your_visit.asp
