For interviews, please contact ksoldati@themusichall.org
For images, please see

http://gallery.me.com/musichallnh
The Met@The Music Hall
2010-2011 Season Announced

New for members: subscriptions

All operas/same seats!

11 opera broadcasts on screen

Subscriptions on sale to members noon Saturday May 1
Tickets on sale to members noon Saturday May 8

Tickets on sale to public noon Saturday May 15

“the best of big city life” - Wall Street Journal

Final opera broadcast of current season, Armida, Sunday May 2

(Note: parking at a premium May 2 with Children’s Day)

Portsmouth, New Hampshire… The Music Hall, the landmark Victorian theater in downtown Portsmouth, New Hampshire, has just announced the line-up for its 2010-2011 season of Met@The Music Hall. New this year is a subscription for Music Hall members. Subscriptions go on sale to members noon Saturday May 1. Tickets go on sale to members noon Saturday May 8. Tickets go on sale to the public noon Saturday May 15. The lineup features seven new productions, including two company premieres and the first two installments of a new Wagner Ring cycle, directed by Robert Lepage and conducted by James Levine. The season also marks the 40th anniversary of Maestro Levine’s Met debut. Looking back on his unparalleled four decades with the company and ahead to the coming season, Levine said: “Going into my 40th season is something unimaginable. I don’t quite know how it happened. But the future looks very, very bright to me.”

 In an overview of the coming season, Met General Manager Peter Gelb commented that “in scope and intensity, [the Met] is an opera house like none other in the world.” Opening and closing the season will be Das Rheingold and Die Walküre from Wagner’s epic Ring cycle. Director Lepage explained the concept for his highly anticipated production. “The Ring is a cosmos that comes with its own rules,” he said. “There is a delicate balance between the small, personal story of the characters and the big story in the background. One is the echo of the other, and it’s my job to try and magnify that.”

Bartlett Sher will direct the Met premiere of Le Comte Ory, Rossini’s rarely staged French opera. Peter Stein will direct Mussorgsky’s Boris Godunov. This will be followed by Verdi’s Don Carlo, in a production by Nicholas Hytner.


According to Chris Curtis, who heads up The Met@The Music Hall series, “Our HD broadcasts of opera on screen remain wildly popular. People know they don’t have to travel to New York City for world class opera – they can remain close to home, be welcomed into our historic theatre and they get the added benefit of all the behind the scenes footage that those at Lincoln Center simply don’t see. You could say it’s a better experience. If you haven’t yet been, here is your chance to find out what everyone has been talking about – come to The Met@The Music Hall!”

2010-11 Met Opera  
All broadcasts at 1pm except as noted.

 
October 9, 2010 – DAS RHEINGOLD (Wagner) – New Production

A groundbreaking new Ring. Director Robert Lepage brings cutting-edge technology and a visionary imagination to the world’s greatest theatrical journey.

October 23 – BORIS GODUNOV (Mussorgsky) 12pm – New Production

Bass René Pape takes on one of the greatest roles in one of the richest operas ever written.

 
November 13 – DON PASQUALE (Donizetti)

Anna Netrebko returns to the role that made her a Met star.

 
December 12 (delayed) – DON CARLO (Verdi) 12:30pm– New Production

 Roberto Alagna and Simon Keenlyside star in the quintessential Verdi opera.

 
January 8, 2011 – LA FANCIULLA DEL WEST (Puccini)

Wild West opera stars all-American diva Deborah Voigt and Marcello Giordani – it’s the 100th anniversary of the opera’s world premiere at the Met.

 

February 26 – IPHIGÉNIE EN TAURIDE (Gluck)

Susan Graham, Plácido Domingo, and Paul Groves reprise their starring roles in this masterful interpretation of the Greek myth.

 

March 19 – LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR (Donizetti)

Natalie Dessay returns to her triumphant portrayal of the fragile heroine in the Met’s hit production. 

 

April 9 – LE COMTE ORY (Rossini) – New Production
Bartlett Sher directs as this vocally dazzling comedy soars with bel canto sensation Juan Diego Flórez in the title role of this Met premiere production. 

 
April 23 – CAPRICCIO (R. Strauss)

Renée Fleming sings Strauss’s entire diva showcase, with Andrew Davis conducting.

 
April 30 – IL TROVATORE (Verdi)

David McVicar’s popular production returns with Patricia Racette.

 

May 21 (delayed) – DIE WALKÜRE (Wagner) 12pm– New Production

The Met has assembled a stellar cast including Deborah Voigt for this second installment of Robert Lepage’s new production of the Ring cycle, conducted by James Levine: 
Praise for Met @ The Music Hall

“My longstanding appreciation for The Music Hall and its offerings has grown even stronger as a result of the Metropolitan Opera broadcasts. The performances are wonderful, and the venue makes the experience special.”

· Barbara T. Cooper, Music Hall member and UNH professor

"I’m telling all of my friends to go to The Music Hall … the sound is great, the theater is beautiful and comfortable, you see the singers up close, and everyone…is nice and easy to talk to.”- David Jefferson, member

Met@The Music Hall Sponsors
Beswick Engineering Company, Inc.; Jumpin' Jay's Fish Café; RiverWoods at Exeter; Secure Planning, Inc.; Tate and Foss Sotheby's International Realty; New Hampshire Public Television; Senior Times

2010-2011 Season Sponsors
Martin’s Point Health Care

Subscriptions/Tickets for Met@The Music Hall 
Subscriptions for the 2010-2011 season go on sale to members noon Saturday May 1. Tickets go on sale to members noon Saturday May 8. Tickets go on sale to the public noon Saturday May 15. Tickets are $27.50 per opera, 18 & under: $15. Tickets can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org  
About Membership and Early purchasing
To become a member today and enjoy early ticket purchasing, call the Membership Office at 603-433-3100, ext. 28 or go online at www.themusichall.org 
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a dedicated volunteer Board of Trustees. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

About the Metropolitan Opera

The Metropolitan Opera, founded in 1883, is a vibrant home for the most creative and talented artists working in the multidisciplinary field of opera, including singers, conductors, composers, orchestra musicians, stage directors, designers, visual artists, choreographers, and dancers from around the world. Known as a venue for the world’s great voices for well over a century, since 1976 the Met has been under the musical direction of James Levine, who has created one of opera’s finest orchestras and choruses. Peter Gelb, the Met’s new general manager, has embarked on a program to significantly increase the number of new productions, which will feature the Met debuts of the world’s most imaginative directors, to further elevate the company’s theatrical standards and to secure increased commitments from the world’s greatest singers. In order to reconnect itself with a contemporary audience and to make the opera house a more welcoming place, the Met has launched a series of wide-ranging initiatives, most recently a comprehensive and landmark new media plan to make its opera performances available regularly on multiple platforms. These include live high-definition transmissions to movie theaters in North America and Europe.
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Music, Theatre, Dance, Cinema
almost every night of the year!
