St. thomas TECHNOLOGY STUDENT PARTICIPATES IN IBM “MASTER THE MAINFRAME” CONTEST

Over the long holiday weekend, St. Thomas Aquinas High School senior Drew Noel of Somersworth, NH completed the third part of the IBM “Master the Mainframe” contest (http://www.ibm.com/developerworks/university/students/contests/mainframe/). The contest consisted of three parts and each part had prizes to be won.  Drew was one of the first 1,000 students to fully complete part one and one of the first 60 to complete part two, earning him two prizes worth a total of $120, as well as a chance to put his resume in the IBM Student Opportunity Database.   For having successfully completed part two of the contest, (hours of debugging, programming and learning to navigate a world-class enterprise system) students were named to the Master the Mainframe Contest Wall of Fame and earned themselves a certificate from IBM.   In addition to being listed on the Wall of Fame, Drew was also recognized for being among the fastest students to complete Part 2 100% correctly.  
Designed for college and university students across the U.S. and Canada, Drew is one of the very few high-school students to be registered in the contest. Although finishing time for part three is not recorded, Drew was one of the first, if not the first, contestants to finish part three, with just under a month remaining to review his work. If he is one of the top contestants, he will win a two day all-expenses paid trip to visit the IBM Mainframe computers in Poughkeepsie, NY.   The third part, which consisted of twenty-one tasks, took Drew around 170 hours to complete, and all three parts together took him over 200 hours.

“Our St. Thomas Aquinas High School community is extremely proud of Drew today.  What an accomplishment for a high school senior!   We knew all along he could do it, but with that, comes the discipline and perseverance over the many weeks and months to actually do the work!” said St. Thomas Technology Director Brenda Knapp.

Contest winners will be announced on or about February 2, 2010.
St. Thomas Aquinas High School is a coeducational, Catholic high school providing an intensive college preparatory education to students of varied religious, social and academic backgrounds.  For more information about the school, go to www.stalux.org.  
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