St. Thomas Senior Kyle Gaffney Wins
Dave Schultz High School Excellence Award

DOVER –   The National Wrestling Hall of Fame & Museum has selected its 2009 state and regional winners of the Dave Schultz High School Excellence Award as part of its Educational Outreach Program.  Forty-nine seniors that sponsor high school state wrestling championships have been chosen for the honor.   St. Thomas Aquinas High School senior, Kyle Gaffney, has been selected as the winner of the Award as the state winner from New Hampshire representing a commitment to excellence in academics and wrestling while being active in school activities and community service.    Kyle will travel to a leadership camp this summer.

“Thanks to a grant from a private foundation, we are pleased to provide the winners of our Dave Schultz Award with the opportunity to attend an all-expense-paid leadership camp from June 14-17 at the United States Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado,” said Lee Roy Smith, Executive Director of the National Wrestling Hall of Fame.

The award itself, named for Olympic and World Champion Dave Schultz, is an excellent fit for Kyle, as he excels as a wrestler certainly, and as a leader in the STA Community.   Regarded as a tireless competitor and supreme technician on the mat, Dave Schultz was beloved throughout the world of amateur wrestling for his friendliness and eagerness to lend help or advice to teammates and opponents alike.  He was inducted into the sport’s Hall of Fame as a Distinguished Member in 1997.  The Dave Schultz Award is based on excellence in wrestling, scholastic achievement, character, citizenship, and community service, and to be recognized for those things is a reflection of the sort of person that Dave Schultz was and the sort of person that Kyle Gaffney is.

Kyle is from York, ME and finished his high school wrestling career by setting the St. Thomas school record for most career wins: 173 wins, 30 losses. He is a 3-time Division 2 New Hampshire State Champion (including this year) and a 2-time All-State Champion. Kyle was also named Outstanding Wrestler at the New Hampshire State Meet of Champions.  In addition to these achievements, Kyle placed 5th overall in the 171 lb. weight class at the New England Championships. His achievement at the New England Championship meet ties the best finish ever by a Saints wrestler.  Kyle has a 3.75 GPA, has been on the Honor roll every marking period during his years at St. Thomas.  He will graduate from St. Thomas in June and will attend Phillips Exeter Academy for a post-graduate year in the fall.  

Located in Dover, NH, St. Thomas Aquinas High School is a coeducational, Catholic high school providing an intensive college preparatory education to students of varied religious, social and academic backgrounds.  For more information about the school, go to www.stalux.org.
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