Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse Added to the National Register

The United States Secretary of the Interior has honored Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse in New Castle, NH, with placement on the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register of Historic Places is the nation's official list of cultural resources worthy of preservation. The lighthouse is listed in the National Register along with the associated keeper's dwelling (1872) and oil house (1903).

Since 2001, the lighthouse (along with the adjacent walkway and oil

house) has been cared for by Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse (FPHL), a chapter of the nonprofit American Lighthouse Foundation. The National Register listing is exciting news because it brings deserved attention to the lighthouse, and also because it means the organization is now eligible for certain grants that require National Register status.

FPHL, a chapter of the American Lighthouse Foundation, has been opening the historic lighthouse for public open houses since 2001. In the 2009 season, about 3000 people toured the lighthouse during 27 open houses. FPHL has announced that the lighthouse will be open every Sunday afternoon in the 2010 season (May 30 to October 10), from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. No reservations are needed for the tours; the admission to climb the lighthouse (44 steps and a 7-rung ladder) is $4 for adults and $2 for children 12 and under. Volunteers tell visitors about the history of the light station, and there are souvenirs for sale.

In other news, two new Directors at Large were recently added to the FPHL board of directors: Ron Kolek and Jim Cerny. Jim, a resident of New Castle, NH, is retired from a career in computing support at the University of New Hampshire. Since retiring, he’s pursued digital photography and local history. He’s an active participant in the online newsletter Rye Reflections (ryereflections.org) as a writer and photographer. He’s currently vice president of the New Castle Historical Society and a cemetery trustee in New Castle.

Ron, who lives in Dracut, Massachusetts, is the founder and lead investigator of the New England Ghost Project. In addition to hosting "Ghost Chronicles" on Ghostvillage Radio and ITunes, he hosts a weekly internet radio show on Toginet.com, and writes monthly newspaper columns. His new book, co-written with Maureen Wood, is "Ghost Chronicles." In recent years, Ron has organized a number of fundraising events for Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Lighthouse. He has had a longtime interest in history.

Also, Neil Odams of Captain and Patty’s Cruises of Kittery Point, Maine, was honored with a Len Hadley Volunteerism Award at the American Lighthouse Foundation’s 15th anniversary dinner in November.

Neil donated a weekly sunset cruise to FPHL during the 2009 season, and there are plans to do it again in 2010. Check www.portsmouthharborlighthouse.org for the latest news and events.

