Grammys & The Music Hall 
Kurt Elling (Feb 10) wins for Best Vocal Jazz Album

Bassekou Kouyate (April 1) plays on 

double Grammy winner Bela Fleck’s Africa Sessions album

Elling: “perhaps the most distinctive singer on the American scene” - Sunday Times (UK)

Bassekou: “the African answer to Hendrix” - TheGuardian

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…Nine-time Grammy nominee Kurt Elling finally took home the Grammy for Best Vocal Jazz Album Sunday night in Los Angeles as the 52nd Grammy Awards were presented. Elling will be appearing with Monterey Jazz Festival on Wednesday February 10 at The Music Hall, the landmark Victorian theatre in downtown Portsmouth, with jazz luminaries Kenny Barron Trio (Kenny on piano), violinist Regina Carter, and Russell Malone on guitar. Elling’s award was for Dedicated to You: Kurt Elling Sings the Music of Coltrane and Hartman.
In addition, banjo master Bela Fleck received two Grammy Awards for an album he made with several African musicians, most notably Bassekou Kouyate of Mali. Kouyate and his band, Ngoni Ba, will be at The Music Hall on Thursday April 1 on a double bill with Righteous Records star Toshi Reagon. The album, Throw Down My Heart: Tales From the Acoustic Planet Volume 3 – Africa Sessions, won two awards – Best Contemporary World Music album and Best Pop Instrumental Performance. In on-location collaborations with musicians from several African countries, Fleck explored the African origins of the banjo, the prototype of which was brought to American shores by African slaves. Bassekou, who comes from a long line of Griot musicians, plays the ngoni, the Malian banjo or lute, which he uses on the exquisite title track of Fleck’s album. Since 2005, Bassekou has led Ngoni Ba, the first-ever group built around not one but four ngonis—all played by members of his family. The group’s second CD I Speak Fula comes out on Sub Pop (which produced Nirvana) in February of 2010 on the occasion of Bassekou’s first U.S. tour as a headliner. 

About tickets

Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour will appear at The Music Hall Wednesday, February 10 at 7:30pm Tickets are $54 and $40. Bassekou Kouyate and Ngoni Ba (with Toshi Reagon) will appear at The Music Hall Thursday April 1. Tickets are $25 and $19. Tickets can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org 
Valet Parking

Valet Parking will be available 90 minutes prior to shows. The price is $10 per car. For more information and a list of all live shows that offer Valet Parking, visit http://themusichall.org/aboutus/valet.asp or contact The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, by phone at 603-436-2400. www.themusichall.org.

Sponsors

Jumpin' Jay's Fish Café; Kimmi's Best Biscotti, LLC; Piscataqua Savings Bank; 92.5 The River
Season Sponsors 
Liberty Mutual, Martins Point Health Care 

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts
The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

