Fa La Lo Recognizes Real-Life Horror Stories

They didn't think too much about the scarecrow, but when they did, he brought home an important lesson.

Portsmouth, NH retail shop owners Scott Segee and Liz Wright wanted to participate in the city's "Scarecrows in the Port" celebration sponsored by the Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce.  They wanted to participate, but didn't have much time to put a scarecrow together.

"But our 14-year-old son wanted to create the scarecrow," laughs Wright, "So he took some pants, shoes,  and a shirt that he had outgrown, stuffed them with newspaper-and we had our scarecrow."

So Wright and Segee put the stuffed clothes in front of their shop, Fa La Lo, that sells only fairly traded and/or locally made products.

"Then a man came in to the shop, very upset because we had our scarecrow dressed in clothing and shoes made by ten year olds in foreign countries," says Segee. "The scarecrow was wearing everything our store attempts to counter."

Wright and Segee realized the man was right.  They also knew their son had "recycled" used clothing for the scarecrow.

"Suddenly, Scott and I realized the scarecrow was teaching us something," says Wright, "The scarecrow is especially frightening when you realize what he represents."

Wright quickly did some research on the brands worn by the scarecrow, calling companies and looking up information.  Now the scarecrow remains, but he announces to passers-by why he is so frightening.

"I learned about the conditions of the women who make some of the products in Mexico, and I learned that the shoes were made in China, though I couldn't learn any specific information about the conditions."

"It's difficult to find products that you KNOW are not made in sweatshops," continues Wright.  "That difficulty was the impetus for us to open the store: our shop counters the difficulty by guaranteeing that our products are locally made or fairly traded.  Still, there are many products that people need to buy that you can't find fair trade alternatives for."

So the scarecrow remains-terrifying people as he reminds them that many of the products we need and use are still made in horrific conditions-conditions that are real-life horror stories.

