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Art-Speak’s Overnight Art Exhibition Back for the Summer of 2010

Art-Speak, the City of Portsmouth’s Cultural Commission, is pleased to announce its next Overnight Art, outdoor public art exhibition, to be held in the summer of 2010.  Overnight Art is a public art competition, held every few years, which culminates in a temporary outdoor art exhibit throughout the City of Portsmouth.   The purpose of Overnight Art is to celebrate public art in the city and highlight artists living and working in the Seacoast region. It’s an expression of Art-Speak’s overarching mission: to promote appreciation, awareness, participation, and dialogue in the support of arts and culture in Portsmouth.  

Overnight Art is a great opportunity for individual artists to receive wide-spread exposure for their art.  Overnight Art 2008 resulted in at least three private commissions for participating artists.  Nathan Walker, creator of 2008’s Giant Red Ant in market square (which resulted in much community dialogue), states “Overnight Art provided a unique opportunity to gain high visibility for my work and to interact with the community.”  
This year's Overnight Art theme is bridges. As the condition of the bridges connecting Portsmouth and Kittery has become an important public issue recently, a spirited dialogue has arisen around the significance of those bridges in our lives.  Overnight Art 2010 hopes to take its inspiration from this conversation.   

The Overnight Art 2010 competition is open to all artists, and all forms of art.  Collaboration among artists is encouraged.  Applications are available online at www.art-speak.org and at the Art-Speak office at Portsmouth City Hall.  Completed applications are due at Portsmouth City Hall on Friday January 29, 2010.   Winning artists will receive a $1,000 honorarium and a stipend of up to $1,200 for all aspects of materials, fabrication, and installation/removal. Art Pieces will be installed in early June 2010 and will be displayed through October 2010. This competition is funded through the sponsorship of local business and individual donations.
The mission of the City of Portsmouth Cultural Commission, Art-Speak, is to promote appreciation, awareness, participation, and dialogue in the support of arts and culture in Portsmouth.   For more information, go to www.art-speak.org.  For more information, contact Sue Cobler at 603.610.7222 or scobler@ch.cityofportsmouth.com.
