Writers on a New England Stage 

presents the author of My Sister’s Keeper, 

Nineteen Minutes, Plain Truth and Vanishing Acts
Jodi Picoult
Wednesday, March 31 at 7:30pm

one of the top selling novelists in the world 

presents her new novel
HOUSE RULES 

already a #1 NY Times Bestseller 

Event tickets are sold out but 

vouchers for autographed books also still on sale 

– 10% discount when purchased in advance

Portsmouth, New Hampshire,  March 11, 2010:  Writers on a New England Stage, the celebrated author series presented by The Music Hall and New Hampshire Public Radio in collaboration with Yankee Magazine and RiverRun Bookstore, welcomes to the stage bestselling author Jodi Picoult.   The New Hampshire resident, author of My Sister’s Keeper, Nineteen Minutes, Plain Truth and Vanishing Acts,  will present her new work of fiction, HOUSE RULES  on Wednesday, March 31 at 7:30pm. Tickets to the evening event are sold out, but vouchers for signed books are still available.   

HOUSE RULES hit bookstores on March 2, and has already debuted at #1 on the NYT bestseller list.   Michele Filgate of RiverRun Bookstore, said of Picoult’s blockbuster success, “She is simply one of the most popular and successful writers out there. Her books fly off the shelves.  Picoult’s base of readers is huge and a signed copy of her book will no doubt be a collector’s item down the line.”   Filgate encourages fans to reserve a book now by buying a voucher at an advance-purchase discount price from The Music Hall or RiverRun Bookstore in downtown Portsmouth.  “Even if you can’t get a ticket to the show, you can get a book, which will be held at the bookstore for pick up,” she added. 

HOUSE RULES is about Jacob Hunt, a teenage boy with Asperger’s Syndrome. He’s hopeless at reading social cues or expressing himself well to others, and like many kids with AS, Jacob has a special focus on one subject – in his case, forensic analysis. He’s always showing up at crime scenes, thanks to the police scanner he keeps in his room, and telling the cops what they need to do…and he’s usually right. But then one day his tutor is found dead, and the police come to question him. All of the hallmark behaviors of Asperger’s – not looking someone in the eye, stimulatory tics and twitches, inappropriate affect – can look a heck of a lot like guilt to law enforcement personnel -- and suddenly, Jacob finds himself accused of murder. HOUSE RULES looks at what it means to be different in our society, how autism affects a family, and how our legal system works well for people who communicate a certain way – but lousy for those who don’t. 

In her Writers on a New England Stage evening, Jodi Picoult will be interviewed by long-time public radio producer Virginia Prescott, host of New Hampshire Public Radio’s “Word of Mouth.”    Live music will be performed by the award-winning house band Dreadnaught.  The live show will be rebroadcast on New Hampshire Public Radio.  

Ticket and book purchases

High School and Book Club guests

Tickets for Writers on a New England Stage:  Jodi Picoult ($13, $11 for members of The Music Hall) are currently sold out.   For futher information, contact the Music Hall Box Office, located at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, over the phone at 603-436-2400 or on www.themusichall.org. 

Autographed copies of Picoult’s new book HOUSE RULES, available on the evening at The Music Hall or the day after at RiverRun Bookstore, are $25.50 when reserved in advance through the purchase of a voucher.  Advance vouchers can be purchased through The Music Hall box office and at RiverRun Bookstore at 20 Congress Street in downtown Portsmouth.  Autographed books, as available, can be purchased on the evening for the full retail price of $28.  

Patrons who want to read the book in advance of the event and also want a discount can buy an unsigned copy as soon as RiverRun Bookstore has them available.  The 10% discount price will be in effect when they show their ticket to the author’s Writers on a New England Stage evening.

At each Writers event, The Music Hall hosts local high school students selected by their teachers.  The Music Hall also invites local book clubs to come for the evening and take part in a drawing to attend a backstage reception and book signing with the author.  For more information on how to join the Writers on a New England Stage book club list and drawing, email mtalcott@themusichall.org.

About Writers on a New England Stage and the 2009-2010 Season

Writers on a New England Stage was created by executive producer Patricia Lynch, also executive director of The Music Hall, and is presented in partnership with New Hampshire Public Radio and in collaboration with Yankee Magazine and Portsmouth’s independent RiverRun Bookstore. Since 2005, the series has spotlighted a broad range of celebrated authors including Alan Alda, Mitch Albom, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Dan Brown, Barbara Kingsolver, E.L. Doctorow, Anita Diamant, Madeleine Albright, the late John Updike, Wally Lamb, Greg Mortenson, and Cokie Roberts, among many others.   
Writers on a New England Stage Series Sponsors: Auger Building Company, Inc.; Bank of America, Bid2Win Software, Inc., Calypso Communications; New England Audio Tech; Piscataqua Landscaping Company Incorporated; Popovers & Galley Hatch Hospitality Group; RMC Research Corporation; and Haunted Milk Design. 

Music Hall Season Sponsors:  Liberty Mutual and Martin’s Point Health Care
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a dedicated volunteer Board of Trustees. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

For interviews, please contact mtalcott@themusichall.org
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