Writers on a New England Stage presents

Isabel Allende
Wednesday, May 5 at 7:30pm

The bestselling author of The House of Spirits, Eva Luna, 
and Of Love and Shadows presents her new novel
ISLAND OF THE SEA  
Event tickets are sold out but vouchers for autographed books 

are still on sale - 10% discount when purchased in advance

Portsmouth, New Hampshire,  April  12, 2010:  Writers on a New England Stage, the celebrated author series presented by The Music Hall and New Hampshire Public Radio in collaboration with Yankee Magazine and RiverRun Bookstore, welcomes to the stage the internationally acclaimed novelist  Isabel Allende.   The bestselling author of The House of Spirits, Eva Luna, Paula, Of Love and Shadows and My Invented Country takes the stage to discuss her new novel, ISLAND BENEATH THE SEA, on Wednesday, May 5 at 7:30pm. Tickets to the evening event are sold out, but vouchers for signed books are still available.   

One of the most widely read writers in the world, New York Times bestselling author Isabel Allende has left her indelible mark on magical novels that have tapped the complicated histories of Latin America and California.  ISLAND BENEATH THE SEA is her first novel in four years. In it, according to her publisher she “extends the boundaries of her fiction with an uncompromising, yet captivating story set in Haiti during its tyrannical colonial era and the fiercely-fought revolution at the turn of the 19th century—a history-changing rebellion that established the first free nation of former slaves in the world.” 

Isabel Allende is coming to Portsmouth one week after her book debuts, and already enthusiasm for the work is building.  Early reviewers have called the book “transporting…Allende is grace incarnate in her evocations” (Booklist).  Her base of readers is huge, and “a signed copy of her book will no doubt be a collector’s item down the line,” said Associate Producer Margaret Talcott.  Talcott encourages Allende readers to reserve a book now by buying a voucher at an advance-purchase discount price from The Music Hall  Box Office or RiverRun Bookstore in downtown Portsmouth.  “Even if you can’t get a ticket to the show, you can get a book, which will be held at the bookstore for pick up,” she added. 

In researching the colorful, albeit troubled history of Haiti, Isabel Allende immersed herself in the rich cultural complexity that has shaped the Caribbean nation, and as one might expect from this sensuous writer, the narrative teems with the savory flavors of this tropical world. Exploring issues of slavery, human trafficking, and sexual servitude, Allende shines a light on inhuman practices that still plague the poor and disenfranchised of the world. Tété’s resilience in the face of relentless cruelty and oppression is at once heart-wrenching and inspiring. ISLAND BENEATH THE SEA is a powerful, memorable work from the writer the Boston Globe calls a “unique and staggering storyteller.”

During her Writers on a New England Stage evening, Isabel Allende will be interviewed by long-time public radio producer Virginia Prescott, host of New Hampshire Public Radio’s “Word of Mouth.”    Live music will be performed by the award-winning house band Dreadnaught.  The live show will be rebroadcast on New Hampshire Public Radio.  

Ticket and book purchases

High School and Book Club guests

Tickets for Writers on a New England Stage:  Isabel Allende ($13, $11 for members of The Music Hall) are currently sold out.   For futher information, contact the Music Hall Box Office, located at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, over the phone at 603-436-2400 or on www.themusichall.org. 

Autographed copies of Allende’s new book ISLAND OF THE SEA, available on the evening at The Music Hall or the day after at RiverRun Bookstore, are $24.30 when reserved in advance through the purchase of a voucher.  Advance vouchers can be purchased through The Music Hall box office and at RiverRun Bookstore at 20 Congress Street in downtown Portsmouth.  Autographed books, as available, can be purchased on the evening for the full retail price of $26.99.  

Patrons who want to read the book in advance of the event and also want a discount can buy an unsigned copy as soon as RiverRun Bookstore has them available.  The 10% discount price will be in effect when they show their ticket to the author’s Writers on a New England Stage evening.

At each Writers event, The Music Hall hosts local high school students selected by their teachers.  The Music Hall also invites local book clubs to come for the evening and take part in a drawing to attend a backstage reception and book signing with the author.  For more information on how to join the Writers on a New England Stage book club list and drawing, email mtalcott@themusichall.org.

About the Author, Isabel Allende 

More than 25 years ago, ISABEL ALLENDE took the literary world by storm with the publication of The House of Spirits, a novel which chronicled four generations of a Chilean family against the backdrop of Chile’s brutal history.  Allende followed her impressive debut with Of Love and Shadows, Eva Luna, The Stories of Eva Luna, and The Infinite Plan, all bestsellers around the world.  The House of Spirits was made into a feature film with an all-star cast headed by Jeremy Irons, Meryl Streep, and Glenn Close.  Of Love and Shadows, starring Antonio Banderas, was released last year.

            Isabel Allende was born in Lima, Peru, in 1942 and raised in Chile, Bolivia, Europe, and the Middle East. She worked as a journalist in Chile until the 1973 military coup.  Allende fled her homeland, settling in Venezuela with her husband, son and daughter.  Isolated from her family, and in particular from her beloved grandfather who was close to death, Allende began to write a long letter in which she reassured him that he would always be kept alive in her memories.  That letter grew into the House of Spirits.  Paula, Allende’s first non-fiction book, is a deeply moving memoir inspired by the tragic fatal illness of her 28 year-old daughter.  It, too, began as a letter from mother to daughter that became a meditation on a mother’s life and a daughter’s death.  It became an international bestseller when it was published in 1984.

            Aphrodite: A Memoir of the Senses, which celebrated the pleasures of the sensual life through food, stories, and personal anecdotes, was published in 1998.  Daughter of Fortune, which was an Oprah Book Club Selection, was published in 1999, and Portrait in Sepia, a sequel, was published in 2001.  Ms. Allende has published a trilogy of children’s books; City of the Beasts, Kingdom of the Golden Dragon, and Forest of the Pygmies.  My Invented Country: A Nostalgic Journey Through Chile was published in June 2003. Her novel Zorro was published in 2005,  Inés of My Soul was published in November 2006 and was followed by the publication of The Sum of Our Days in April 2008.
About Writers on a New England Stage and the 2009-2010 Season

Writers on a New England Stage was created by executive producer Patricia Lynch, also executive director of The Music Hall, and is presented in partnership with New Hampshire Public Radio and in collaboration with Yankee Magazine and Portsmouth’s independent RiverRun Bookstore. Since 2005, the series has spotlighted a broad range of celebrated authors including Alan Alda, Mitch Albom, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Dan Brown, Barbara Kingsolver, E.L. Doctorow, Anita Diamant, Madeleine Albright, the late John Updike, Wally Lamb, Greg Mortenson, and Cokie Roberts, among many others.   
Writers on a New England Stage Series Sponsors: Auger Building Company, Inc.; Calypso Communications; New England Audio Tech; Piscataqua Landscaping Company Incorporated; Popovers & Galley Hatch Hospitality Group; RMC Research Corporation; and Haunted Milk Design. 

Music Hall Season Sponsors:  Liberty Mutual and Martin’s Point Health Care
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a dedicated volunteer Board of Trustees. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

For interviews, please contact mtalcott@themusichall.org
For images, please see  http://gallery.me.com/musichallnh   or, specifically, http://gallery.me.com/musichallnh#100247
