Writers on a New England Stage 

presents 

The NY Times bestselling author of The Poisonwood Bible 

and Animal, Vegetable, Miracle
Barbara Kingsolver

discussing her first novel in nine years 

The Lacuna

in a sold-out show

Tuesday, November 3 at 7:30pm

Evening to be rebroadcast on NH Public Radio
Ticket holders can reserve autographed books now

for 10% discount  

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, October 21, 2009:   Writers on New England Stage, the award-winning author series presented by The Music Hall and New Hampshire Public Radio, presents Barbara Kingsolver on Tuesday, November 3.   The author of The Poisonwood Bible and Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, Kingsolver has been hailed as a “gifted magician of words” (Time magazine) and “a voice readers have come to respect and love” (San Francisco Chronicle).  Now she takes the stage to discuss her first novel in nine years, THE LACUNA.   

Writers on a New England Stage executive producer Patricia Lynch, also executive director of The Music Hall, said “Barbara Kingsolver will visit us in the midst of a wonderful season of authors.  Along with Greg Mortenson and Stephen King, she will be met by a sold-out audience for Writers on a New England Stage.  Those lucky enough to have tickets (mostly Music Hall and NHPR members, who get the first crack at seats) are strongly encouraged to buy book vouchers in advance as the demand on the night will be strong. It’s one thing to hear from these authors, it’s another to take home a memento from the night – for yourself, for your library, for a friend.”   Autographed copies of THE LACUNA are available for $24.29, discounted from the retail price of $26.99 when reserved in advance.  

Kingsolver’s on-stage presentation will be followed by an interview with NPR veteran newscaster Laura Knoy, host of New Hampshire Public Radio’s “The Exchange.”   Live music will be performed by the award-winning house band Dreadnaught.  The live show will be rebroadcast on New Hampshire Public Radio.   

“Barbara Kingsolver has been a frequent guest on public radio programs including All Things Considered, Fresh Air and Speaking of Faith,” said Betsy Gardella, NHPR President & CEO.  “Thanks to this marvelous collaboration with The Music Hall, we’re able to bring Barbara Kingsolver to New Hampshire, where NHPR listeners are afforded a first-person experience; and for those who aren’t able to join us for the live event, we’re delighted to broadcast these author readings and interviews on NHPR reaching thousands more across the state and region.” 

About the book:  THE LACUNA

 THE LACUNA is the story of a man’s search for safety in the grinding jaws of two nations.  It crosses two decades in Mexico and the United States, against the background of the vibrant revolutionary murals of Mexico City to the halls of U.S. Congress, where politicians are bent on eradicating the color Red for its ties to communism. 

The book follows the life of U.S.-born Harrison Shepherd and his social-climbing flapper mother, Salomé, taking readers from a coastal island jungle to the unpaved neighborhoods of 1930’s Mexico City, through Shepherd’s disastrous stint at a military school in Virginia and back again.   Throughout his journeys Shepherd’s fortunes are unsteady. His education is gained in working with servants in the kitchen, running errands in the streets, and by mixing plaster one fateful day for famed Mexican muralist Diego Rivera. Making himself useful in the household of the muralist, his wife Frida Kahlo, and exiled Bolshevik leader Lev Trotsky, young Shepherd is drawn into the world of art and revolution.

When a violent upheaval sends him north to the United States, a nation newly caught up in the internationalist good will of World War II, he remakes himself in America’s hopeful image in the mountain city of Asheville, North Carolina. In the words of Kingsolver’s publisher, Harper Collins, “THE LACUNA is a gripping story of identity, connection with our past, and the power of words to create or devastate.”    
About the author:  Barbara Kingsolver

Barbara Kingsolver is the author of seven works of fiction, including the beloved novel, The Poisonwood Bible, as well as books of poetry, essays, and creative nonfiction.  Her most recent work is the longtime bestseller Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life.  In 2000, Kingsolver was awarded the National Humanities Medal, our country’s highest honor for service through the arts.   

About Writers on a New England Stage and the 2009-2010 Season

Writers on a New England Stage was created by executive producer Patricia Lynch, also executive director of The Music Hall, and is presented in partnership with New Hampshire Public Radio and in collaboration with Portsmouth’s independent RiverRun Bookstore. 

Since 2005, the series has spotlighted a broad range of celebrated authors including Alan Alda, Mitch Albom, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Dan Brown, Anita Diamant, Madeleine Albright, the late John Updike, Wally Lamb, and Cokie Roberts, among many others.   In addition to Barbara Kingsolver (November 3), the following authors are upcoming in the Writers on a New England Stage series in the 2009-2010 season:  Stephen King (December 1), Greg Mortenson (December 4), Jodi Picoult (March 31) and Isabel Allende (May 5).  
Ticket and book purchases

High School and Book Club guests

Tickets for Writers on a New England Stage: Barbara Kingsolver, on Tuesday, November 3 7:30pm,  were sold out at $13 ($11 for members of The Music Hall and New Hampshire Public Radio).  Tickets for upcoming authors can be purchased hrough The Music Hall Box Office, 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, over the phone at 603-436-2400, or on our website www.themusichall.org. 

Autographed copies of Barbara Kingsolver’s THE LACUNA, available on the evening at The Music Hall or following the event at RiverRun Bookstore, are $24.29 when reserved in advance through the purchase of a voucher.  Advance vouchers can be purchased through The Music Hall box office and at RiverRun Bookstore at 20 Congress Street in downtown Portsmouth.  Autographed books, as available, can be purchased on the evening for the full retail price of $26.99.  

The producers of Writers on a New England ask for patrons’ support of this vibrant series through the purchase of books through The Music Hall and/or RiverRun Bookstore.  “In the spirit of “shop local,” buying directly from the folks who make it happen is a good thing to do – a sign of support for Writers on a New England Stage and its mission of bringing today’s top writers and cultural literacy to our special corner of the country,” said Associate Producer Margaret Talcott.      

“A signed book is a wonderful addition to any personal library, and makes a great gift.  And now you can save time and money when you purchase your book vouchers ahead of time,” said Michele Filgate, Events Coordinator at RiverRun Bookstore, which arranges the book sales as a partner in the series’ presentation.      

At each Writers event, The Music Hall hosts local high school students selected by their teachers.  The Music Hall also invites local book clubs to come for the evening and take part in a drawing to attend a backstage reception and book signing with the author.  For more information on how to join the Writers on a New England Stage book club list and drawing, email mtalcott@themusichall.org.

Writers on a New England Stage Series Sponsors: Auger Building Company, Inc.; Calypso Communications; New England Audio Tech; Piscataqua Landscaping Company Incorporated; Popovers & Galley Hatch Hospitality Group; RMC Research Corporation; and Haunted Milk Design 

Plan Your Visit/Valet Parking

Portsmouth has convenient parking, charming accommodations, eclectic shopping, and diverse dining.  For more information, see  www.themusichall.org/aboutus/plan_your_visit.asp    Valet Parking will be available in front of The Music Hall 90 minutes prior to Writers on a New England Stage: Barbara Kingsolver. The price is $10 per car. For more information and a list of all live shows that offer Valet Parking, visit www.themusichall.org/aboutus/valet.asp or contact The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, by phone at 603-436-2400. www.themusichall.org.

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.4 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

