The Music Hall Presents

Celebrate 15th birthday of School Days Series!

Live on stage fun + 70th Anniversary screening of KidsRULE! Movie: The Wizard of Oz
Sunday January 17, 2010 2pm, doors open 1:30pm

Costumed characters, raffle prizes, treats, film fun

Tickets only $5

“150,000 kids experienced the arts in 15 years” – Chris Curtis

“Live shows, family films, School Days Series – 

The Music Hall is the place to be for kids and families!”

Patricia Lynch

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…The School Days Series, The Music Hall’s wildly popular program for children, is celebrating its 15th birthday and families can join in the fun Sunday January 17 at 2pm at the landmark theatre in downtown Portsmouth, New Hampshire. A quick sneak peek of exciting upcoming live shows and movies for kids will be followed by costumed characters from The Wizard of Oz leading the audience in singing happy birthday to the School Days Series and giving away some great raffle prizes. The characters will be accompanied by Mr. Buster (the too darn cute, Toto lookalike, tail wagging mascot of the KidsRULE! series). Right on the heels of the brief live festivities, the January KidsRULE! Movie, The Wizard of Oz, will show on the big screen. Doors open at 1:30 pm.

According to Chris Curtis, Film + Outreach Coordinator, “The celebration is our way of thanking the Seacoast community and our sponsors for supporting all The Music Hall’s year round programming for children, such as the three KidsRULE! live shows; the monthly KidsRULE! movies; our 18 top caliber/affordable School Days Series matinees; and the master classes and opportunities to meet and perform with top artists who come to the hall. We’re marking a milestone with the 15th birthday of the School Days Series since 150,000 children have experienced the arts here during that time. And, in honor of the fact that we’ve never changed the School Days Series ticket price of $5, we’re charging just $5 for this event!”

Patricia Lynch, Music Hall Executive Director weighs in, “Whether its great live shows such as Dan Zanes and Friends, A Year with Frog & Toad, and They Might be Giants; or fab films such as Ponyo, Monsters vs Aliens, and Up, or our 15-year old School Days Series, The Music Hall is the place to be for kids and their families looking for top quality entertainment. In addition, our Masters in Learning Program offers in-depth, high-impact educational opportunities - customarily enjoyed in larger metropolitan areas – which include master classes and performances with world-renowned Grammy, Pulitzer, Oscar and Tony award-winning artists, panel discussions, and Meet the Artist opportunities. Our curators search the world for the very best programming for children. We look to Jay Harnick, founder of Theaterworks/USA, the nation’s largest touring children’s theater company, who said, ‘No show is more important than the first one you see. It’s a weighty responsibility to influence young minds.’  With 33 live and film events just for kids, it all adds up – The Music Hall is a regional center for families and children, on par with the top venues in the nation.” 

And, Mary Horigan, Director of Corporate and Foundation Giving, said, “We love the chance that this event will give us to express our deep appreciation for the foundations and businesses which support our children’s programming Bank of America, Measured Progress Inc., Morgan Stanley, Demoulas Foundation, Kohl’s, Target, Ocean Properties, BayRing Communications, Seacoast Rotary Club, Harbour Women's Health, Calvert Investments and Robert's Maine Grill, and WERZ.

Get your tickets today for a great birthday party at The Music Hall!

To purchase tickets
KidsRULE!: 15th Birthday Party + Wizard of Oz will appear at The Music Hall Sunday January 17 at 2pm (Doors open at 1:30pm). Ticket prices are $5 and can be purchased now at The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, by phone at 603-436-2400, or online at www.themusichall.org.

KidsRULE! and School Days Series Sponsors
Bank of America, Measured Progress Inc., Morgan Stanley, Demoulas Foundation, Kohl’s, Target, Ocean Properties, BayRing Communications, Seacoast Rotary Club, Harbour Women's Health, Calvert Investments and Robert's Maine Grill, WERZ. Seacoast Media Group/Portsmouth Herald.

Season Sponsors
Martin’s Point Health Care, Liberty Mutual
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts
The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

Praise for KidsRULE! and the School Days Series


“My six year old son often asks, ‘Mom, when are we going to The Music Hall again?’” – Kristen Morales, member

“It’s a tremendous thing that School Days Series does for the community, supporting the curriculum, produced on stage for you. My kids are so excited when SDS is happening. I take the kids out of school – the number of kids that go through here each year is amazing.”- Jen Schulman

“The show was wonderful.  The kids  really enjoyed seeing the books "brought to life".  For several parents, it was their first trip to the Music Hall and they were very impressed by the quality of the show and how lovely the Music Hall is. Thanks for everything and we will see you next year.” - Alana Flynn

“The show was a great experience...engaging, informative and affordable.  We have combined performances at the Music Hall with a biography project for our sixth graders for the past three years.  We look forward to joining you again.” - Kelli Maynard/Michael Queenan. Lincoln Akerman School, Hampton Falls

“Parents are looking for educational, multicultural, musical, enriching, inspiring arts programs that introduce their children to a variety of musical and theatrical genres, that expose them to cultures from around the world, that teach them important life lessons, that inspire them to use their imaginations, and to just expose them to beautiful music and stories that make their hearts sing. Parents need the mission/unifying thread that illustrates to them the quality of Kids RULE! programming.” - Kristin Morales

Kathleen Soldati

Director of Marketing

The Music Hall

104 Congress Street
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Music, Theatre, Dance, Cinema
almost every night of the year!
