The Music Hall Presents

Monterey Jazz Festival On Tour

Wednesday, February 10, 2010 7:30pm

Featuring:

Violinist Regina Carter: “taking the listener into the future of jazz.”- Time Magazine
Vocalist Kurt Elling:  “has come to embody the creative spirit in jazz –“ Washington Post

Guitarist Russell Malone: a unique guitar voice in jazz's mainstream. - All About Jazz

Pianist Kenny Barron:  "one of the top jazz pianists in the world"  Los Angeles Times

“Host to some of the finest and best loved musicians in the history of music” - New York Times

Valet Parking available

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…The legendary Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour returns to The Music Hall, the landmark Victorian theatre in downtown Portsmouth, Wednesday February 10 at 7:30pm. This year’s tour will feature The Kenny Barron Trio (Kenny on piano), violinist Regina Carter, vocalist Kurt Elling, and Russell Malone on guitar.

According to Patricia Lynch, Executive Director of The Music Hall, “Two years ago, we hosted the Festival’s 50th tour. The tour was such a success, they’ll be back with even more amazing artists from Festival 2010. Chicago-based singer Kurt Elling is equal parts Frank Sinatra and Elvis Costello and a favorite of Renee Fleming’s. Kenny Barron has been called ‘one of the top jazz pianists in the world.’ Russell Malone has toured and recorded with Diana Krall. And to top it all off, Regina Carter has been recording with Mary J. Blige - the last time Regina Carter graced our stage it was a thrill to be in the hall! 

About Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour 2010 Stars

Kenny Barron

Pianist Kenny Barron made the first of his eight appearances at MJF in the early 1960s with Dizzy Gillespie.  Called “one of the top jazz pianists in the world” by the Los Angeles Times and “the most lyrical piano player of our time” by Jazz Weekly, Barron is one of the most renowned and busiest pianists in jazz today.  A multiple-Grammy® nominee, Barron was honored with induction into the American Jazz Hall of Fame in 2005, and received the MAC Lifetime Achievement Award in 2005 and the Mid Atlantic Arts Living Legacy Award in 2009. As a composer, arranger and bandleader, Barron has spent five decades at the forefront of the jazz piano aristocracy.  An in-demand sideman in his early days on the jazz scene, the Philadelphia native launched his solo career in 1973 with Sunset to Dawn, released by Muse Records.  He has recorded more than 40 albums as a leader, including his latest, The Traveler, in 2008 on Universal France/Sunnyside.

Regina Carter

Internationally acclaimed as among the most transcendent voices of contemporary violin, Regina Carter has seven discs under her own name. Her quintet has brought audiences to their feet with exhilarating performances worldwide.  In addition to her ongoing concert touring, Carter performs a program of music for jazz quintet and orchestra and has appeared with the Minnesota Orchestra, Atlanta Symphony, and the Milwaukee Symphony. Carter became the first jazz artist and the first African-American to be chosen to play Paganini’s famed Guarneri “Cannon” violin, in Genoa, Italy, where it resides under lock and key.  She subsequently returned to Genoa to use the violin for her recording, Paganini: After a Dream.  Later, the coveted violin was flown to New York City, where Carter performed on the instrument one more time at Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall to a sold-out crowd.  The New York Times, said: “Ms. Carter is enormously gifted, bringing a blues sensibility to her improvisations.” Her influences have ranged from R&B and East Indian to classical music and she has recorded with artists such as Aretha Franklin, Patti Labelle, Mary J. Blige and Lauryn Hill.
Kurt Elling

Kurt Elling is one of the preeminent young male jazz singers today. An eight-time Grammy® nominee (one for each of his eight recordings), Elling has toured the world with his quartet, performing to critical acclaim in Europe, the Middle East, South America, Asia and Australia, and at jazz festivals and concert halls across North America. Elling has also recorded and/or performed with jazz luminaries such as Terence Blanchard and Dave Brubeck. He has been featured on CBS Sunday Morning, CNN, and in hundreds of newspaper and magazine reviews and articles.  Elling’s recordings on the Blue Note label include Close Your Eyes (1995), The Messenger (1997), This Time It’s Love (1998), Live in Chicago (2000), Flirting with Twilight (2001), and Man in the Air (2003).  Nightmoves (2007) and Dedicated to You (2009) are on the Concord label.  

Russell Malone

Russell Malone’s first exposure to music was in church in Georgia – “mostly drums, tambourines, and a washboard with a coat hanger…people do not know what soul music is until they see those church people singing!” Soon, guitar was incorporated into the church music, and before he was five, his mother bought him a toy guitar, and he began copying the church players.  At ten, Russell developed an interest in blues and country music after seeing Chet Atkins, Johnny Cash, Roy Clark, B.B. King and George Benson on television.  Ultimately, it was jazz that Russell chose to play. Self-taught, he initially toured with Harry Connick, Jr., then Diana Krall, receiving critical acclaim in his role as Krall’s right hand both in concert and on her recordings. Malone was a featured performer in Robert Altman’s 1996 film Kansas City. His first recordings as a leader were made for Columbia Records: Russell Malone (1992), Black Butterfly (1993) and Wholly Cats (1994).  Later, he became exclusive with Impulse-Universal, for which he has recorded Sweet Georgia Peach (1998), Look Who’s Here! (2000), and Heartstrings (2001). Russell Malone has recorded with Branford Marsalis, Benny Green, Kenny Barron, Don Braden and Etta Jones. 
About Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour

The Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour musicians reflect the spirit, history, artistic excellence, and sophisticated informality for which the Festival has gained international fame.  The group also celebrates the Festival’s commitment to year-round jazz education in local, regional, national, and international programs. Held every September on the Monterey Fairgrounds site where the Festival was first presented in 1958, the Monterey Jazz Festival began as a dream of a “sylvan setting” for live jazz for founder Jimmy Lyons and his co-founder and colleague, Ralph Gleason.  The first annual Monterey Jazz Festival featured artists like Dizzy Gillespie, Louis Armstrong, John Lewis, Gerry Mulligan, Art Farmer, Max Roach, and Billie Holiday.  Since then, every third full weekend in September sees the same caliber of talent grace the now eight stages of the Monterey Jazz Festival for a three-day celebration of music, commissioned jazz compositions, in-depth conversations with artists, panel discussions, workshops, exhibitions, clinics, and an international array of food, shopping, and festivities spread throughout the 20-acre Monterey Fairgrounds.  The 53rd Annual Monterey Jazz Festival Presented by Verizon will take place September 17 - 19, 2010, and will feature the four-time Grammy®-winning vocalist Dianne Reeves as Artist-In-Residence.

About tickets

Monterey Jazz Festival on Tour will appear at The Music Hall Wednesday, February 10 at 7:30pm Tickets are $54 and $40 and can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org 
Valet Parking

Valet Parking will be available 90 minutes prior to the show. The price is $10 per car. For more information and a list of all live shows that offer Valet Parking, visit http://themusichall.org/aboutus/valet.asp or contact The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, by phone at 603-436-2400. www.themusichall.org.

Sponsors

Jumpin' Jay's Fish Café; Kimmi's Best Biscotti, LLC; Piscataqua Savings Bank
Praise for Monterey Jazz Festival

“Host to some of the finest and best loved musicians in the history of music” - New York Times

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts
The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

Plan Your Visit

Convenient parking. Charming accommodations. Eclectic shopping. Diverse dining. All in Portsmouth. Plan your visit! www.themusichall.org/aboutus/plan_your_visit.asp
Kathleen Soldati

Director of Marketing

The Music Hall

104 Congress Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801

603-433-3100 ext 12

ksoldati@themusichall.org
 

Music, Theatre, Dance, Cinema
almost every night of the year!
