The Music Hall Presents

A Bossa Nova Valentine’s Day

Eliane Elias

From Brazil - Triple Grammy nominee 

Jazz pianist/singer/songwriter with 21 albums

Sunday, February 14, 2010 8pm

“superb, sensitive, sexy walk through the Jobim songbook” –Cadence

“anticipate rapture”  - Rex Reed

“The Music Hall - a great place for a date!” – David Hills

Valet parking available

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…Celebrate a Bossa Nova Valentine’s Day with the sensual Brazilian jazz pianist, singer/songwriter Eliane Elias (Ell – ee – ahn’ Ell – ee – ahs’) whose distinctive musical style blends her Brazilian roots, her sensuous, alluring voice with her impressive instrumental jazz, classical and compositional skills. A triple Grammy nominee with 21 albums, Elias is touring behind her latest recording, Bossa Nova Stories, a sublime collection that pays tribute to, and captures the sprit of, the music of her homeland. The Valentine’s Day show, Sunday February 14, starts at 8pm to allow for those special pre-show dinner dates out on the town before heading to the theatre!

According to Kathleen Soldati, Director of Marketing for The Music Hall, “I remember the first time I heard Bossa Nova in the mid-60s – The Girl from Ipanema. At the time I had not heard of Antonio Carlos Jobim but I recall those who recorded it - Stan Getz and Astrud Gilberto. I was hooked! Eliane Elias will be a perfect way to celebrate Valentine’s Day – it’s international date night at The Music Hall!

About Eliane Elias

Pianist / singer / songwriter Eliane Elias was born in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Her musical talents began to show at an early age - she started studying piano at age seven and by age 12 was transcribing solos from the great jazz masters. By the time she was 15 she was teaching piano and improvisation at one of Brazil’ s most prestigious schools of music. Her performing career began in Brazil at age 17 working with Brazilian singer/songwriter Toquinho and the great poet Vinicius de Moraes who was also Antonio Carlos Jobim’s co-writer/lyricist. In 1981 she headed for New York and in 1982 landed a spot in the acclaimed group Steps Ahead. Her first of 21 albums came in the mid-80s, with several on Blue Note Records. For her duet with Herbie Hancock, she was nominated for her first of three Grammy nominations. Considered one of the great interpreters of Jobim’s music, Elias has been featured on many concert tributes to Jobim and recorded two albums solely dedicated to the works of the composer. Her latest release Bossa Nova Stories is a celebration to the 50th Anniversary of the Bossa Nova and features her vocals accompanied by a stellar rhythm section and strings recorded at Abbey Road Studios in London. As a guest artist she has appeared on performances and recordings with James Taylor, Michael Franks, Mingus Dynasty and Andy Summers. While Something for You (Blue Note 2008) showcased Elias’ piano prowess—buoyed by lively swing, balladic romanticism, and studied virtuosity, Bossa Nova Stories trains the spotlight on her marvelous vocal talent while demonstrating her pianistic mastery of Brazilian and Latin rhythms. Elias' vocal delivery is a marvel of rhythmic freedom, swinging with the syncopations of her piano, or in counterpoint to the guitar rhythms. Her voice, phrasing, feel and interpretation place her at the top of the genre. 


Praise for Eliane Elias

“…superb, a sensitive and sexy walk through the Jobim songbook” –Cadence

“anticipate rapture”  Rex Reed

“Ms. Elias swept through solos that showed her positive attack, her precision, her clarity and above all, the sense of movement that permeates her playing.”— The New York Times 
About Bossa Nova

Bossa Nova is a samba-based style of Brazilian music that grew from the artistic beach-culture of late 1950s Rio de Janeiro.  This fabulously soothing style of music was popularized by Joao Gilberto and Antonio Carlos Jobim, among others. Portuguese for ‘new trend” – Bossa Nova contributed a number of songs to the standard jazz repertoire. The most famous Bossa Nova song is arguably The Girl from Ipanema, by Stan Getz/Astrud Gilberto, which won a Grammy for Record of the Year in 1965. In 2008, Brazil celebrated the 50th anniversary of bossa nova when Rio de Janeiro organized a free concert on the beach at Ipanema starring pioneers of the style, mixing samba and jazz, that originated in 1958 and spread worldwide in 1963 with the release of “The Girl From Ipanema,”an ode to their neighborhood beach written by residents Jobim and Vinicius de Moraes.

About tickets

Eliane Elias will appear at The Music Hall Valentine’s Day, Sunday February 14 at 8pm. Tickets are $30 and 25 and can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org 
Valet Parking

Valet Parking will be available 90 minutes prior to the show. The price is $10 per car. For more information and a list of all live shows that offer Valet Parking, visit http://themusichall.org/aboutus/valet.asp or contact The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, by phone at 603-436-2400. www.themusichall.org.

Sponsors

Seacoast Rejuvenation Center; Fosters Daily Democrat
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts
The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

Plan Your Visit

Convenient parking. Charming accommodations. Eclectic shopping. Diverse dining. All in Portsmouth. Plan your visit! www.themusichall.org/aboutus/plan_your_visit.asp
Kathleen Soldati

Director of Marketing

The Music Hall

104 Congress Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801

603-433-3100 ext 12

ksoldati@themusichall.org
 Music, Theatre, Dance, Cinema
almost every night of the year!
