The Met@The Music Hall: Strauss’ Der Rosenkavalier

Live from Lincoln Center; Opera on screen

Saturday January 9, 2010 1pm

“comic masterpiece of love and intrigue 

in 18th century Vienna – Strauss’ most beloved opera”

Starring Renee Fleming, Susan Graham, and Christine Schäfer
Hosted by Plácido Domingo

Valet Parking Available
Portsmouth, New Hampshire…The fourth season of The Met@The Music Hall continues on Saturday, January 9 at 1pm with Richard Strauss’ Der Rosenkavalier, starring Renée Fleming as the Marschallin and Susan Graham as Octavian. Edo De Waart conducts a cast that includes Christine Schäfer as Sophie, Eric Cutler as the Italian singer, Thomas Allen as Faninal, and Kristinn Sigmundsson as Baron Ochs. This live transmission is hosted by legendary tenor Plácido Domingo; intermission features include live backstage interviews with the cast. The live transmission is directed for telecast by Barbara Willis Sweete; Jay Saks is audio producer. 

According to Chris Curtis, Film Coordinator, “I am so looking forward to Der Rosenkavalier.  For though it is oft performed, it is an opera with which I am not familiar.  I am however, a huge fan of Strauss’ music, including Salome (written six years prior to Rosenkavalier) and some of his concert works for voice and orchestra. To paraphrase a friend, I could listen to Renee Fleming sing for hours from an algebra textbook!

About Der Rosenkavalier

Strauss’s comic masterpiece of love and intrigue in 18th-century Vienna stars Renée Fleming as the aristocratic Marschallin and Susan Graham in the trouser role of her young lover. Music Director James Levine conducts a cast that also includes Kristinn Sigmundsson and Thomas Allen. Conductor: James Levine | Production: Nathaniel Merrill | Set & Costume Designer: Robert O’Hearn | Marschallin: Renée Fleming | Octavian: Susan Graham | Sophie: Christine Schäfer | Italian Singer: Eric Cutler | Faninal: Thomas Allen | Baron Ochs: Kristinn Sigmundsson

Praise for Der Rosenkavalier

After nearly a decade away from the role, the soprano Renée Fleming is singing the Marschallin in the Met’s revival of Strauss’s “Rosenkavalier.” She is joined by her colleague from her last run in the opera, Susan Graham, singing Octavian, one of this essential mezzo-soprano’s signature achievements. Ms. Fleming may have lost some of the vocal sumptuousness she brought to the Marschallin before, but she sings the role splendidly. In ways that matter, she gives a richer, more nuanced and poignant performance as the middle-aged princess who seeks delight from the inexorable passage of time in an affair with her smitten 17-year-old cousin. Ms. Graham remains near-ideal as the impetuous young male lover. The appealing soprano Christine Schäfer takes over the role of Sophie for the final four performances. The bass Kristinn Sigmundsson is a suitably boorish and vocally booming Baron Ochs. The veteran maestro Edo de Waart conducts a lithe account of Strauss’s most beloved opera. – New York Times
Der Rosenkavalier is the fifth in a series of nine transmissions as part of the 2009-10 series and will be transmitted live from New York via satellite to over 1,000 movie theaters, performing arts centers, universities and museums worldwide.  The Met: Live in HD has expanded its distribution in the 2009-10 season to include 44 countries. New countries that joined the Live in HD network this season include the Bahamas, Bulgaria, Chile, Hong Kong, Lithuania, Malta, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Korea, and Uruguay.  The Met: Live in HD returns in the following locations:  Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Latvia, Luxembourg, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Poland, Romania, Sweden, Switzerland, South Africa, the United Kingdom and several UK independent movie theaters and performing arts organizations.   


Tickets for Met@The Music Hall 

Tickets for the 2009-2010 series are on sale now. Tickets are $27.50 per show, 18 & under: $15. Tickets can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org  

Valet Parking

Valet Parking will be available 90 minutes prior to Der Rosenkavalier. The price is $10 per car. For more information and a list of all live shows that offer Valet Parking, visit http://themusichall.org/aboutus/valet.asp or contact The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, by phone at 603-436-2400. www.themusichall.org.

Met @ The Music Hall Series Sponsors

Avery Insurance
New Hampshire Public Television
The Senior Times
Classical 99.5 Boston 

Met @ The Music Hall Day Sponsors

	  The Boulders at RiverWoods

 Rudi’s Portsmouth

 Tate & Foss, Inc.


Season Sponsors

Martin’s Point Health Care, Liberty Mutual

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine. For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

Visiting Portsmouth for the first time? 
Convenient parking. Charming accommodations. Eclectic shopping. Diverse dining. All in Portsmouth – designated a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Plan your visit! 

http://www.themusichall.org/aboutus/plan_your_visit.asp
Kathleen Soldati

Director of Marketing

The Music Hall
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Music, Theatre, Dance, Cinema
almost every night of the year!
