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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




RESTAURANT WEEK PORTSMOUTH 2009 EXPANDS TO SEACOAST REGION
Restaurants & Hotels in Greater Portsmouth Join in Culinary Event
www.restaurantweekportsmouth.com 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire  – Attention culinary enthusiasts and deal-seekers: Restaurant Week Portsmouth is coming up, March 22-29, 2009. The bi-annual culinary event will feature special 3-course prix fixe menus at 30 participating restaurants. Restaurant Week Portsmouth 2009 has expanded to also include restaurants in nearby Rye, Exeter and Durham, NH, Kittery and York, Maine. Area hotels and inns are also joining in the event, offering special rates and packages the week of March 22nd.
“With the variety of fantastic restaurants to choose from, it’s hard to pick just one,” said Nicki Noble, tourism manager for the Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce, which organizes the event in collaboration with area restaurant owners. “I know quite a few people, like me, who dined out multiple times during Restaurant Week last fall. This time around, we hope visitors will come for a 3-course dinner deal, check out our art galleries, shops and theatres, stay over at a special rate, then try another restaurant the following day.”
Three-course prix fixe menus are $16.95 per person for lunch and $29.95 per person for dinner (does not include beverages, taxes or gratuity). Reservations are strongly recommended. To book reservations, diners must contact the individual restaurant(s) of their choice. 

Participating restaurants include: Acorn’s at the New England Center, Anneke Jans, Black Trumpet Bistro, Blue Mermaid Island Grill, Brazo, Café Mediterraneo, Cava Tapas & Wine Bar, The Carriage House, The Dolphin Striker, The Dunaway Restaurant at Strawbery Banke, Epoch at The Exeter Inn, The Green Monkey, Harbor’s Edge at the Sheraton Harborside, Jumpin’ Jay’s Fish Café, The Library Restaurant – A Steak House, McMenemy’s Restaurant & Pub, The Oar House, Pesce Blue, Poco’s Bow Street Cantina, Portsmouth Brewery, Portsmouth Gas Light Co., Radici, Redhook Ale Brewery, Ristorante Massimo, Robert’s Maine Grill, Rudi’s Portsmouth, Stage Neck Inn, The Wellington Room, Three Chimneys Inn, and York Harbor Inn. (Three-course menus posted on www.restaurantweekportsmouth.com). 
Restaurant Week Portsmouth 2009 is sponsored by Seacoast Media Group, Favorite Foods, Taste of the Seacoast, PortsmouthNH.com, 101.5 WXGR, and the Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce.
Each spring and fall, Restaurant Week spotlights the Seacoast area as a culinary destination with a vibrant arts and cultural scene, and a wealth of historic attractions. Portsmouth was recently ranked on National Geographic Traveler’s list of the globe’s “Historic Places” - #26 in the world, and #6 in the U.S.  The city was also designated one of the 2008 Dozen Distinctive Destinations® by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Plans are underway for a Restaurant Week Portsmouth 2009 kick-off party on Saturday, March 21st at the Portsmouth Gas Light Co.’s 3rd floor nightclub. Details to follow soon… 
*(For a Media pass, contact Tom Cocchiaro, tcocchiaro@portsmouthchamber.org.)
Visiting diners can take advantage of a variety of special rates and packages at area lodging properties. The Sheraton Harborside Portsmouth Hotel has specials: stay one night and the next is 50% off, Thurs-Sun. through March 31, 2009; or up to 15% off for New England residents through April 30, 2009 (www.sheratonportsmouth.com). The York Harbor Inn’s “Dine and Stay” package includes dinner and overnight lodging for two, continental breakfast, all taxes and gratuities for $140 (www.yorkharborinn.com). The Stage Neck Inn in York Harbor, Maine is offering overnight accommodations at up to 50% off standing rates - $80 do/pn Sun-Thurs. and $135 do/pn Fri-Sat., March 22-29, 2009 (www.stageneckinn.com). The New England Center in Durham, NH is offering one night’s lodging plus dinner for two at Acorn’s (prix-fixe menu) for $149 inclusive (www.newenglandcenter.com). 

Those seeking after-dinner entertainment can check out Neil Simon’s “Rumors” at the Seacoast Repertory Theatre, March 27-April 26 (www.seacoastrep.org) or “Trinity Irish Dance” at The Music Hall, March 26 (www.themusichall.org). The Seacoast also hosts live music every night of the year (www.seacoastmusicscene.com). 
For more specials and entertainment ideas, visit www.portsmouthchamber.org. 
Besides drawing culinary tourists, the event aims to reinvigorate area residents’ enthusiasm for local restaurants – both old favorites and new hot spots – in order to generate business during the slower seasons. 

###

Contacts:
Tom Cocchiaro, Communications Manager

Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce

603-610-5520

tcocchiaro@portsmouthchamber.org 

Massimo Morgia, Owner

Ristorante Massimo

603-436-4000

massimo101@comcast.net 

Michelle Herman, Director of Sales

Sheraton Harborside Portsmouth Hotel

603-559-2610

mherman@sheratonportsmouth.com 

