Pontine Theatre presents 
THE COUNTRY OF THE POINTED FIRS
29 January - 7 February
29 January - 7 February, Pontine Theatre presents its original stage adaptation of Sarah Orne Jewett’s 1896 masterpiece, The Country of the Pointed Firs.  The production is underwritten by Piscataqua Savings Bank and supported by grants from the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.   Performances  are Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm and Sundays at 2pm.  In addition there is a Saturday Matinee 30 January at 8pm.  Pontine’s West End Studio Theatre is located  at 959 Islington Street, in Portsmouth NH.  Tickets are $23 ($20 for seniors & students), and may be purchased online at www.pontine.org.  For information contact Pontine:  info@pontine.org,  603-436-6660. 
Pontine Theatre's The Country of the Pointed Firs is an original adaptation of Sarah Orne Jewett's 19th century masterpiece.  Using storytelling, music, puppets, and masks, Pontine creates a theatrical context for the work of this celebrated author, a native of South Berwick, Maine.  Focusing on the experience of community, Pontine highlights Jewett’s vision of life in a 19th century New England maritime village.  A cast of Jewett characters is introduced through the course of the play:  Mrs. Todd, a country woman whose knowledge of local herbs and traditional medicine earns her living; Mrs. Blackett, the matriarch of Green Island who remains a child at heart; and Captain Littlepage, who is haunted by memories of his strange adventures at sea.  Pontine's collage of poetic movement, intimate stories, pastoral imagery, and traditional melodies pays homage to the simple beauty and insight of Sarah Orne Jewett's writing.  Pontine’s adaptation combines the use of commedia dell-arte-style masks and Bunraku-style puppets with conventions of Victorian toy theater to portray the many visits and journeys that make up the novel.  Set within the traditional woman’s world of Mrs. Todd’s kitchen, trips up country and over the water are acted out in miniature on her counter and table, with remnants accumulating in tableau through the course of the play, like the narrator’s impressions and memories.
The Country of the Pointed Firs was originally published in 1896 and over the course of the past century it has been enjoyed by a wide readership.  In her introduction to the 1925 edition, Willa Cather said:
"If I were asked to name three American books which have the possibility of a long, long life, I would say at once, The Scarlet Letter, Huckleberry Finn,and The Country of the Pointed Firs.  The latter book seems to me fairly to shine with the reflection of its long joyous future.  I can think of no others that confront time and change so serenely."
Ms. Jewett was born in South Berwick, Maine in 1849 and died there in 1909.  Her home is preserved by Historic New England and is open to the public June - October.  Each September devoted readers gather at The Hamilton House in South Berwick to honor the memory of Sarah Orne Jewett at a birthday celebration hosted by the Historic New England.  
Pontine's co-artistic Director, M. Marguerite Mathews, studied with Etienne Decroux at his L’Ecole du Mime Corporeal in Paris, France.  Mathews also studied with Thomas Leabhart at the University of Arkansas and at the Valley Studio in Spring Green, WI, before founding Pontine in 1977.  She served two terms as New Hampshire Artist Laureate (2002-06).   Her partner, Greg Gathers, trained at the Cleveland Institute of Art.  He has been designing and constructing Pontine’s  costumes, sets, and props since 1982, and has collaborated with Ms. Mathews on the development and performance of Pontine’s work since 1984.
Pontine Theatre, founded in 1977, is known throughout New England for their original productions based on the culture, history, and literature of the region.  Past productions include original adaptations of  Thomas Bailey Aldrich’s “The Story of a Bad Boy,” Charles Brewster’s Rambles About Portsmouth.  Pontine has also created original productions exploring important issues, events and history including:  The Peace of Portsmouth, a celebration of the 1905 signing of the Portsmouth Peace Treaty,  Journey To Heaven, drawn from the diaries, letters, and inspired writings of the Shakers, and Dearly Earned, an exploration of the lives and experiences of 19th century New England textile mill workers.  In addition, Pontine has developed original works based on the lives of  New Hamshire artists, including:  Edward Estlin Cummings (Silver Lake Summers), Ogden Nash (Home Is Heaven), and Maxfield Parrish (Cornish Castles).   These productions and others have been presented at hundreds of sites all over New England including:  Canterbury Shaker Village, Currier Museum of Art, Decordova Museum, Enfield Shaker Village,  Hopkins Center, Lowell Historial Site, Museum of Fine Arts Boston, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts, Penobscot Marine Museum.  
At home, Pontine presents an annual performance series at its West End Studio Theatre.  This season, Pontine presents guest artists:  California-based, Little Blue Moon Theatre; and Massachusetts-based storyteller Diane Edgecomb in her original production, A Celtic Evening (12-14 March 2010).   The series will also include the premiere of Pontine”s original production based on the legend and lore of the Isles of Shoals which is scheduled for 23 April - 9 May 2010.  
