NT Live@The Music Hall

National Theatre of London HD Broadcast Series

Nation 

Sunday February 7, 2010 2pm (rebroadcast)

Pre-show starts at 1:30 
World premiere

Suitable for children 10+

‘The National’s eagerly awaited new family show… 

will enthrall adults and children alike’  - Daily Telegraph, UK

“exhilarating adaptation of Terry Pratchett's latest witty and challenging adventure story”

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…The Music Hall will be featuring the premiere of Nation in its NT Live @ The Music Hall series broadcast from the stage of the National Theatre of London, on Sunday February 7, 2010 at 2pm. The series will continue with Alan Bennett’s new play The Habit of Art  on April 22, 2010.

About Nation

A parallel world, 1860. Two teenagers thrown together by a tsunami that has destroyed Mau's village and left Daphne shipwrecked on his South Pacific island, thousands of miles from home. Neither speaks the other's language; somehow they must learn to survive. As starving refugees gather, Daphne delivers a baby, milks a pig, brews beer and does battle with a mutineer. Mau fights cannibal Raiders, discovers the world is round and questions the reality of his tribe's fiercely patriarchal gods. Together they come of age, overseen by a foul-mouthed parrot, as they discard old doctrine to forge a new Nation. Following His Dark Materials, Coram Boy and War Horse, the National stages Mark Ravenhill's exhilarating adaptation of Terry Pratchett's latest witty and challenging adventure story in a world premiere. Suitable for children 10 and over. 

According to Patricia Lynch, “We started off with Dame Helen Mirren in Phedre last summer and now we can’t wait to see this Robinson Crusoe fantasy story with Nation. According to the Daily Telegraph, ‘The National’s eagerly awaited new family show…will enthrall adults and children alike.’ To be able to see this level of quality at such an affordable price is a bargain. And, as with our successful Met@The Music Hall series, patrons will be able to see all that behind the scenes footage and interviews with artists – in both the Pre Show (half hour before start time) and during intermissions.  The simulcast is itself a top quality experience: on our huge screen in our recently restored historic auditorium, with espresso, cake and cookies before the shows and during intermission. Not to be missed!”
 

Nicholas Hytner, director of the National Theatre, described the initiative as a “pilot season that we think will grow and grow.” He said the interest shown internationally in NT Live demonstrated the popularity of British culture and showed evidence that audiences wanted to engage with serious works of art. “If you look at Elizabethan theatre, which started here on the South Bank, it was both deeply serious and extremely popular. On an average afternoon, there were 3,000 people at the theatre, in a London whose population was 200,000. Imagine that over a six-month period – and they were there to see Hamlet. That’s what people respect about our theatre – it has always recognized that the world of ideas is compatible with excitement.”

About Nation Author Terry Pratchett
Terry Pratchett is an award-winning author with an international following. Best known for his fantasy fiction, he has written over 70 books, including the hugely popular Discworld novels. His novels have been translated into more than 36 languages. Pratchett has won numerous literary awards, was appointed an Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in 1998, and has received four honorary doctorates.
About the National Theatre of London HD Broadcast Series
One of the world’s leading theater producers of Shakespeare, international classic drama and contemporary playwrights, the National Theater of London is offering an exciting new initiative - broadcasting live performances of plays in high definition onto cinema screens worldwide. The Music Hall is one of 100 venues worldwide to broadcast the new HD series in this exciting international partnership. National Theatre Live! Official Site
Next up in the series – The Habit of Art, April 22 – World Premiere

The Habit of Art, a new play by Alan Bennett, author/actor/humorist/playwright, who in 1960, along with Dudley Moore, Jonathan Miller and Peter Cook, achieved instant fame by appearing in the satirical revue Beyond the Fringe. Directed by Nicholas Hytner, the play stars Richard Griffiths as W.H. Auden, Alex Jennings (Charles, Prince of Wales in The Queen) as Benjamin Britten. Benjamin Britten, sailing uncomfortably close to the wind with his new opera, Death in Venice, seeks advice from his former collaborator and friend, W H Auden. During this imagined meeting, their first for twenty-five years, they are observed and interrupted by, amongst others, their future biographer and a young man from the local bus station. Alan Bennett’s new play is as much about the theatre as it is about poetry or music. It looks at the unsettling desires of two difficult men, and at the ethics of biography. It reflects on growing old, on creativity and inspiration, and on persisting when all passion’s spent: ultimately, on the habit of art.

5 STARS 'Another absolute cracker, often wonderfully and sometimes filthily funny, but also deeply and unexpectedly moving.' Daily Telegraph
5 STARS 'Bennett the maestro returns with a multi-layered masterpiece.' Independent
About Tickets for NT Live@The Music Hall

Tickets for Nation February 7 at 2pm and The Habit of Art (April 22) are on sale now. Ticket prices are $27.50 per show (18 & under: $15). Tickets can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org 

Relevant website

www.nationaltheatre.org.uk
“We hope to open the walls of the National Theatre and invite cinema audiences around the country and the world to share in the work we create.”
Series Sponsor
Seatrade International Co., Inc.  

Season Sponsors
Liberty Mutual; Martins Point Health Care

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 

Plan Your Visit

Convenient parking. Charming accommodations. Eclectic shopping. Diverse dining. All in Portsmouth. Plan your visit! www.themusichall.org/aboutus/plan_your_visit.asp
Kathleen Soldati

Director of Marketing

The Music Hall

104 Congress Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801

603-433-3100 ext 12

ksoldati@themusichall.org
 

Music, Theatre, Dance, Cinema
almost every night of the year!
