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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                
NH GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON TOURISM COMING TO PORTSMOUTH 

Sheraton Harborside to Host 2010 Tourism & Hospitality Industry Conference

May 7, 2009 - Portsmouth, New Hampshire – The New Hampshire Travel Council is pleased to announce that next year’s NH Governor’s Conference on Tourism will be held in Portsmouth - for the first time in the history of the conference. From May 5-7, 2010, the Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel will host over 200 tourism and hospitality industry members from throughout New Hampshire. 

The NH Governor’s Conference on Tourism, which just concluded its 33rd installment at the Waterville Valley Conference Center (May 4-6, 2009), features nationally-known keynote speakers, updates on industry trends and NH Division of Travel & Tourism Development marketing efforts, workshops and clinics, an industry awards luncheon, and plenty of networking opportunities.

“I am excited that the conference is coming to the Seacoast,” said NH Travel Council Board Chair Jan Barker. “Portsmouth provides an excellent example of quality tourism – as demonstrated by the numerous awards they have received over the last few years from noted newspapers and travel magazines.”    

Nicki Noble, Tourism Manager for the Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce and NH Travel Council Board Member, made the announcement Tuesday night to about 225 conference attendees in Waterville Valley, that next year’s conference would be held in Portsmouth. In addition to being named a top historic and arts destination, and one of “America’s Prettiest Towns,” Noble cited that industry members should look forward to next year’s conference because of the quality of the Sheraton venue, its water views and proximity to downtown – giving conference attendees easy access to all that Portsmouth has to offer.

The Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel, recipient of the Business Excellence Award at the 2008 Governor’s Conference, is well equipped to serve as host, with 13,550 square feet of meeting and event space, which will allow for a productive conference and celebration.  

“I am especially excited to host the 2010 conference”, says Managing Director Shari Young. “It has been a long time desire to bring this prestigious event to the city, and we have so much to offer, share and be proud of in Portsmouth.”    

While the Sheraton Harborside will serve as home base for the conference, the NH Travel Council and the Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce also plan to showcase the “walk-able” city of Portsmouth by offering activities for conference attendees like a Portsmouth Harbour Trail guided walking tour, brewery tour, harbor cruise, breakout sessions at local arts and cultural venues, and more.

The Governor’s Conference has historically been held at the Mount Washington Resort in Bretton Woods, The Balsams Resort in Dixville Notch, and other venues throughout the state. 
The Sheraton Harborside Portsmouth Hotel, with 15 function rooms, is an ideal location to host a business function. Meeting and conference attendees appreciate the location of being downtown within walking distance to all the attractions, shops, and restaurants. Complete on site professional audio visual services and state of the art equipment are available with massAV. The Sheraton’s experienced conference services staff will support and meet all of groups’ meeting needs.

The New Hampshire Travel Council, founded in 1974, has continually evolved to meet the marketing educational needs of the tourism and hospitality industry. The Travel Council provides “news you can use” through its monthly Email newsletter and keeps industry members informed on issues that have the potential to impact their business. The Travel Council’s website (www.nhtravelcouncil.com) serves as a portal to a variety of organizations and additional resources. 
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