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The Music Hall Presents

April Wildcard Movie 

The Horse Boy

Seeking aid for Autism

Wednesday April 28, 2010 7pm

April is Autism Awareness Month

A film by Michel Orion Scott and Rupert Isaacson

" a lovely, amazing, wonderfully provocative film." 

-Washington Post


"An extraordinary journey of the heart and spirit, 

a stirring testament to parenthood."

- Los Angeles Times
Post film panel discussion and Q&A featuring: 
Dr. Sandra Pierce-Jordan, Program Director, The Birchtree Center, Portsmouth, 

and Cindy Burke, Director, UNH Therapeutic Riding Program among others.

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…The Music Hall’s Wildcard Movie for April is The Horse Boy scheduled for Wednesday April 28, 2010 at 7pm. The touching documentary displays the perils and joys of one family’s journey through Mongolia with their young boy, diagnosed with autism at the age of two. In April of 2004, Rowan Isaacson was diagnosed with the disorder and during the summer of 2007 the family journeyed on horseback from healer to healer, shaman to shaman, across the wide Steppe and up into the forests of Siberia. This is the story of a family’s quest that would change their lives forever. The result is a stunning documentary which will be followed by an expert panel discussion.  
About the film

The film, directed by Michel Orion Scott, is thought to be part travel adventure, part insight into shamanic healing, and part intimate look at the autistic mind. In telling the Isaacson’s story, the film gives voice to the thousands who display amazing courage and creativity everyday in the battle against this mysterious and heartbreaking epidemic. The film “gives insight into how, in life’s darkest moments, one can find the gateway to joy and wonder.”

According to Chris Curtis, Film and Outreach Coordinator for The Music Hall, “April is Autism Awareness month and this amazing film presented itself at just the right time for programming this month’s Wildcard.  A terrific panel is coming together for the promise of an evening of great film and great discussion and for learning more not only about our community’s resources but more about the world we inhabit, both internal and external.”
About the filmmakers
Michel Orion Scott (Director and Cinematographer) spent most of his youth exploring the thick wooded areas of central Texas where he was born and raised. The son of a cowboy father and a Jewish hippie mother, his life has always reflected his eclectic upbringing. After earning a degree in film from the University of Texas at Austin, where he also studied modern dance, Scott took on a diverse range of projects ranging from set construction and design on Hollywood features to abstract experimental work and documentaries. Scott’s films reveal how affected he is by simple human relationships and family dynamics, while his background in dance is reflected in the extreme focus on how movement and framing creates metaphor in film. Also intrigued by the study of science and politics, Scott continues to explore the ways that ancient knowledge and wisdom can inform and advance the current state of society. He draws much of his inspiration from the study of native cultures, indigenous crafts and a desire to connect with the root of humanity through wilderness studies. The Horse Boy marks Scott’s debut as a feature film director.
Rupert Isaacson (Producer) was born in London in 1967 to South African parents. He has worked as a journalist and human rights activist in Africa for many years. In addition to writing for the British and American press, Isaacson has authored several guidebooks to Africa and India as well as the nonfiction books The Healing Land: The Bushmen and the Kalahari Desert and The Wild Host: The history and the Meaning of the Hunt. The first tells the story of his time spent living with the San Bushman hunter-gatherers of the Kalahari Desert, and their traditional healers; the second is an account of man’s relationship with hunting. His book The Horse Boy was published by Little Brown in the U.S. in May 2009. He lives in Austin, Texas, with his wife Kristin Neff and their son Rowan. The Horse Boy is his first film.

Trailer

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYkT_GndKtE
About Wildcard Movies

Once each month. One night only.  Rare, random, relevant. Expect Surprises.

Tickets for The Horse Boy

The Horse Boy will be shown Wednesday April 28 at 7pm. Tickets are $8.50 and can be purchased now at the box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth, New Hampshire), by phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org  
Wildcard Movie Sponsors

BayRing Communications; Cocked Hat Ventures, LLC; Homewood Suites by Hilton in Portsmouth, NH; New Hampshire Public Radio; Hawthorn Publications

About Extraordinary Cinema
Great films. Enormous screen. Unrivaled ambiance. Knowledgeable Curator. Post-film discussions. An experience unlike anything else on the Seacoast. Featuring a new title every week between September and May; SummerFilm; the monthly Wildcard Movies, Screen Classics and KidsRULE! Movies; and the celebrated Telluride by the Sea each fall. 

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts
The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a dedicated volunteer Board of Trustees. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 
