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The Met@The Music Hall: Thomas’ Hamlet
Live from Lincoln Center; Opera on screen

Saturday March 27, 2010 1pm

Marlis Petersen and Simon Keenlyside sing for the Met, 

conducted by Louis Langrée

 “A revelation – thrilling throughout.” – The Independent

Valet Parking Available
Portsmouth, New Hampshire… Two remarkable singers bring to life some of Shakespeare’s most cherished characters – it’s the latest Met@The Music Hall slated for Saturday March 27 at 1pm. Met Music Director Louis Langrée leads a cast that includes soprano Marlis Peterson as Ophélie, and baritone Simon Keenlyside as Hamlet. The production is by Patrice Caurier and Moshe Leiser. 

In an interview with Simon Keenlyside, he speaks to his role as Hamlet, saying, “Many 19th-century composers, like Verdi or Tchaikovsky, created wonderful vehicles for higher baritones to sing, and Thomas’s Hamlet is one such role. Hamlet is a joy for a modern baritone to sing. And because the opera is a 19th-century melodrama, there’s a small window of opportunity for swashbuckling that’s not in the play!” The Opera will be seen live in HD in movie theaters on March 27th. 
With extraordinary acting and singing performances by Keenlyside and Peterson, the new production of Ambroise Thomas’ Hamlet is made simply unforgettable. For the role of Ophélie, the French composer created an extended mad scene that is said to be “among the greatest in opera.” 
According to Chris Curtis, Film and Outreach Coordinator at The Music Hall, “Thomas' Hamlet is an opera that I have heard much buzz about over the past few years and am excited to finally have the chance to see and hear!"

Met@The Music Hall Sponsors

· Avery Insurance 

· New Hampshire Public Television 
· The Senior Times 
· Classical 99.5 Boston 
Season Sponsors
· Martin’s Point Health Care

· Liberty Mutual

Tickets for Met@The Music Hall 
Tickets are $27.50 per show, 18 & under: $15. Tickets can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org  

Valet Parking

Valet Parking will be available 90 minutes prior to the broadcast. The price is $10 per car. For more information and a list of all live shows that offer Valet Parking, visit http://themusichall.org/aboutus/valet.asp or contact The Music Hall box office at 28 Chestnut Street, Portsmouth, NH, by phone at 603-436-2400. www.themusichall.org.

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a dedicated volunteer Board of Trustees. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 
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