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Just Announced!

NT Live@The Music Hall
National Theatre of London HD Broadcast Series
London Assurance

Monday June 28, 2010 7pm

Pre-show starts at 6:30pm

Tickets on sale to members noon Saturday May 8

On sale to public noon Saturday May 22

“Sparking, uproarious comedy, bursting with elegant, biting but warm-hearted wit 

and reveling in its own mastery of theatrical skill.” - The Sunday Times
“London Assurance is the funniest and most assured comedy in all of London.”
– Sunday Express
Portsmouth, New Hampshire…The Music Hall has just announced an additional broadcast to its National Theatre of London HD Broadcast Series – London Assurance - to air on screen Monday June 28 7pm (pre-show at 6:30) at the landmark Victorian theatre in downtown Portsmouth. Based on the brilliantly funny play written in 1841 by Dion Boucicault, the Irish genius of London theatre in the age of Dickens. Boucicault created – in Sir Harcourt Courtly and Lady Gay Spanker – two of the great comic roles of the English stage, played at the NT by Simon Russell Beale and the legendary Fiona Shaw.

The story: Sir Harcourt Courtly is lured away from the epicentre of fashionable London by the promise of a rich and beautiful bride, Grace, several decades his junior. Arriving at Oak Hall, Gloucestershire, he marvels at this rural Venus until her charms are eclipsed by her hearty cousin, the foxhunting Lady Gay Spanker. Meanwhile his disguised son turns up in flight from his creditors and falls head over heels for Grace. When Lady Spanker discovers the young couple, she needs little prompting from the visiting chancer Dazzle to lead Sir Harcourt astray.

According to Monte Bohanan, Electronic and New Technology Manager, “If you aren't laughing all the way through this show, you might want to check your pulse – as The Guardian said, ‘think of Middlemarch, done drunk, on a bouncy castle!’” 
Chris Curtis, Film Coordinator, talks about the series that London Assurance is part of: 

“To be able to see this level of quality at such an affordable price is a bargain. And, as with our successful Met@The Music Hall series, patrons will be able to see behind the scenes footage and interviews. The simulcast is itself a top quality experience: on our huge screen in our recently restored historic auditorium, with espresso, cake and cookies available for purchase before the shows and during intermission. Not to be missed!”

About Membership and Early purchasing
To become a member today and enjoy early ticket purchasing, call the Membership Office at 603-433-3100, ext. 28 or go online at www.themusichall.org 
About Tickets for NT Live@The Music Hall
Tickets for London Assurance Monday June 28 go on sale to members noon Saturday May 8 and to the public noon Saturday May 22. Ticket prices are $27.50 per show (18 & under: $15). Tickets can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org 

Series Sponsor

Seatrade International Co., Inc.  

Season Sponsors

Liberty Mutual; Martins Point Health Care 

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a dedicated volunteer Board of Trustees. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit 

http://www.themusichall.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.themusichall.org
. 

About the National Theatre of London HD Broadcast Series 
One of the world’s leading theater producers of Shakespeare, international classic drama and contemporary playwrights, the National Theater of London is offering an exciting new initiative - broadcasting live performances of plays in high definition onto cinema screens worldwide. The Music Hall is one of 100 venues worldwide to broadcast the new HD series in this exciting international partnership. Nicholas Hytner, director of the National Theatre, described the initiative as a “pilot season that we think will grow and grow.” He said the interest shown internationally in NT Live demonstrated the popularity of British culture and showed evidence that audiences wanted to engage with serious works of art. “If you look at Elizabethan theatre, which started here on the South Bank, it was both deeply serious and extremely popular. On an average afternoon, there were 3,000 people at the theatre, in a London whose population was 200,000. Imagine that over a six-month period – and they were there to see Hamlet. That’s what people respect about our theatre – it has always recognized that the world of ideas is compatible with excitement. We hope to open the walls of the National Theatre and invite cinema audiences around the country and the world to share in the work we create.”

 National Theatre Live! Official Site 

Praise for London Assurance

· Read an interview with Richard Briers in The Times 

· Listen again to Richard Briers on Radio 4's Front Row 
· Read an interview with Simon Russell Beale in the Guardian 

· Read an interview with Simon Russell Beale and Fiona Shaw in the Daily Telegraph 
Kathleen Soldati

Director of Marketing

The Music Hall

104 Congress Street

Portsmouth, NH 03801

603-433-3100 ext 12

ksoldati@themusichall.org
