MUSIC HALL MARKETS PORTSMOUTH AS DESTINATION

MOVES PEOPLE TO, FROM AND WITHIN

C&J Newest Transportation Partner

Portsmouth, NH – September 15, 2011- The Music Hall, the performing arts center featuring entertainment from around the world in its landmark 900-seat Historic Theater, and intimate 124-seat Music Hall Loft, recently announced its newest partner in destination programming and travel to Portsmouth, C&J has signed on with a $10,000 sponsorship to support and enhance transportation initiatives for The Music Hall during the 2011-2012 season.  

                The Music Hall has always been motivated to solve issues surrounding getting people to Portsmouth and then moving them around once here and boasts a healthy list of transportation partners for this walk-able city. C&J joins a fleet of other transportation partners from the free  Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth Trolley from Coast Transportation and provided by the City of Portsmouth during the first three weekends of December—is a great way to get an overview of the city or simply get from your hotel to The Music Hall—to Regal Limousine, which routinely escorts Music Hall artists and talent to and from the city and its sister company Blue Star Taxi, offering patrons direct transportation.

“We are thrilled with the recent addition of C&J, to our growing directory of  transportation allies,” said Meghan Durkee, Corporate and Special Events Manager for The Music Hall. “The Music Hall has been educating and entertaining the seacoast residents for years; we are pleased to partner with businesses that make it easier for those inside and outside of New England to enjoy this same memorable experience.”

C&J is one of the second largest sources of intercity bus transportation in Northern New England. This regional icon of unique, safe and dependable transportation services the New Hampshire Seacoast, Newburyport, Logan Airport, Boston South Station and Port Authority in New York City. The company boasts a fleet of 21 state-of-the-art MCI Motor Coaches and recently launched a non-stop, executive coach service roundtrip between New York City and Portsmouth.                

The Music Hall attracts more than 100,000 patrons with its eclectic entertainment and its patrons have undeniably proven to boost the local Seacoast economy with show related spending such as parking, dining, shopping, etc.                 

The unforgettable Music Hall experience is now going to be even easier to get to. The new 2011-2012 season kicked off July 1, 2011. Season highlights include Chris Matthews; Paula Poundstone; Lily Tomlin; Soweto Gospel Choir; Cirque Mechanics Boom Town; Met@The Music Hall; National Theatre of London HD Broadcast series; Squirm Burpee Circus; and Comedy Central Star Juston McKinney.

                                                                                                                                                  

About The Music Hall
The Music Hall is a performing arts center featuring curated entertainment from around the world in two theaters in its downtown Portsmouth, New Hampshire campus - one, a landmark 1878 Victorian theater, the other the intimate Music Hall Loft around the corner. Acclaimed signature series bring top authors and artists to both stages, while HD broadcasts and independent film fill both screens. Two radio shows broadcast on NH Public Radio originate here. This dynamic arts center urges patrons to Explore + Learn via master classes, post film panel discussions, and matinees for children. An anchor cultural organization in this historic working seaport, The Music Hall is one of downtown Portsmouth’s biggest employers and largest contributors to the regional economy. The Music Hall is 501c3 nonprofit managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a volunteer board.  Though global in the scope of its artists and programs, The Music Hall operates independently with the support of 3,000 members, 300 business supporters and 40 community partners.  Welcoming more than 100,00o patrons (including 20,000 children) each year from the tri-state area and beyond, The Music Hall is the region’s center for the performing arts, literature and education…easy to get to, impossible to forget. 

“the beating cultural heart of New Hampshire's seacoast” – Boston Globe

About the Historic Theatre

Step over the threshold of this landmark Victorian theatre – the oldest in New Hampshire - and into the Beaux Arts Founders Lobby featuring superlative patron amenities. Upstairs, the elegant 900-seat auditorium – now restored to its 1878 splendor – has welcomed artists ranging from Mark Twain to Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West Show. Patrons greet friends and neighbors in this community great room, a gathering place for conversation dating back to the days of Frederick Douglass. The original hardwood floor and horseshoe balcony ensure superior acoustics for stage and screen events.  Full concessions are available in both lobbies. Tickets to all Music Hall events are sold at the Box Office located at the historic theatre.  

“The crown jewel of Portsmouth's cultural scene, staging concerts, plays, movies, and even book readings. This meticulously restored theater holds its own with the best venues in Boston, attracting some of the nation's most interesting entertainers.” – Yankee Magazine
About The Music Hall Loft: The Center for Performing Arts, Literature and Education

Just around the corner from the Historic Theater, the Music Hall Loft is home to a 125-seat theater presenting the same fabulous on-stage and on-screen programming the Historic Theater is known for, with gourmet food and cocktails that can be taken right to each seat. Signature programs include Writers in the Loft, Live @ the Loft, and Currents@the Loft, hip programs which bring a new dynamism to Portsmouth’s cultural scene and further illuminate the city as a center for inspiration and entertainment in coastal New England. The Loft is also the site for Music Hall master classes and Explore + Learn opportunities for all ages.  

“brand new, very chic Music Hall Loft…gorgeously designed space… sleek, modern, and stocked with a full bar and a selection of victuals you can bring to your seats in its intimate theater” – Portland Phoenix

