Kenneth Kiesler conducts the Holiday Pops

Sunday, December 13, 2009 2pm and 4:30pm

Tickets: $44, $20
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The Music Hall Presents

Kenneth Kiesler conducts the Holiday Pops

Two matinees: Sunday December 13 2pm, 4:30pm

“Mr. Kiesler’s ability…is nothing short of astonishing” 

- Atlantic Monthly

Celebrated conductor “comes home for the holidays”

Founders Lobby Lounge open before/after each show

Part of Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth – three weekends of 

Strolls, Shows & Stayovers  

 “One of the ‘Top Ten Things Not to Miss in New England”

– Boston Globe 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire…Internationally celebrated conductor Kenneth Kiesler “comes home for the holidays” by bringing the tradition of the Holiday Pops back to The Music Hall Sunday December 13, 2009 for two matinees – at 2pm and 4:30pm. It’s all part of Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth, three weekends of Strolls, Shows and Stayovers – that’s the Candlelight Stroll at Strawbery Banke Museum, live shows at The Music Hall and stayovers and area hotels. Kiesler, who has been conducting Holiday Pops concerts since 1980, regularly leads orchestras on three continents, has appeared in Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center and Lincoln Center and has recorded ten CDs. Kiesler is one of the world’s most sought after mentors for conductors.  He is Professor of Conducting and Director of University Orchestras at the University of Michigan, directs the Conducting program at the National Arts Centre of Canada, is the Director of the International Conducting Academy of Paris, and Visiting Artist at the Manhattan School of Music. Kiesier is also the founder and director of the Conductors Retreat at Medomak, Maine After graduating from the University of New Hampshire, he lived in Portsmouth, and conducting these holiday concerts in The Music Hall makes him feel as though he is “coming home for the holidays.”

On stage at The Music Hall, Kiesler will conduct a full orchestra. The program will include classics symphonic arrangements of favorites such as the ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas, The Twelve Gifts of Christmas and the medley of carols called The Feast of Carols. Several students from the Portsmouth Music and Arts Center will accompany the orchestra, providing an exciting educational opportunity for young people.

According to Kiesler, “Holiday Pops is one of my favorite things to do. People who know me as a conductor of Mahler’s Symphony or Verdi Requiem or Mozart Requiem or opera find it hard to believe. But it’s true. I love the audiences, I love the music and always have. It’s fresh because although I do it every year, I only do it for a short time. It’s also fresh because I try to do different arrangements – new arrangements, new versions - I always mix in some new things to keep it fresh - both for me and for the audience. I have a warm place in my heart for Portsmouth and for Music Hall audiences in particular. It’s just a joy to be there and to see everyone and to be greeted at holiday time, to see the warmth and enthusiasm of the audience.”

The Music Hall Director of Marketing, Kathleen Soldati, agrees, “Ring in the season with gorgeous music. Enjoy timeless and heartwarming holiday classics performed by a full orchestra, and special guests. This is a truly wonderful way to get into the Christmas spirit!”

About ticket purchasing

Holiday Pops will appear at The Music Hall on Sunday December 13 at 2pm and 4:30pm.  Tickets range from $44, $20 and can be purchased at The Music Hall box office (28 Chestnut St., Portsmouth), on the phone at 603.436.2400, or online at www.themusichall.org 
Group ticket sales of 15 or more are available at a discounted rate, and can be purchased by calling 603-433-3100 x25, Monday through Friday noon to 6pm.

Sponsors
Federal Savings Bank; Holloway Automotive Group; Jardinere; Jumpin' Jay's Fish Café; Nextera Energy Station; Sheraton Harborside Portsmouth Hotel; Unitil ; 94.9 WHOM
Season Sponsors

Liberty Mutual; Martin's Point Health Care

About Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth

Cited as one of the “Top Ten Things Not to Miss in New England” by the Boston Globe, the first three weekends of December feature Strolls, Shows & Stayovers in a classic holiday tradition brought to you by partners The Music Hall, the landmark Victorian theater, and Strawbery Banke Museum, a ten-acre living history museum in the heart of Portsmouth, New Hampshire’s oldest waterfront town, recently named a “Distinctive Destination” by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Back by popular demand: a free festive Vintage Christmas Trolley provided by the City of Portsmouth for the first three Saturdays and Sundays. New this year: hotel packages! Vintage Christmas is all about celebrating the winter, the warmth, the light, and our collective memories of holidays past – and Portsmouth is the perfect town to do that since it’s such a charming mix of the contemporary and historical. For more information, visit: www.themusichall.org/vintagechristmas
About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts

The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.4 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and a professional staff. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 
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