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Junior golfers and tennis players of the greater Seacoast now have a new and more affordable opportunity to improve their games, and grow both personally and within their sports. The management and Board of Governors at Wentworth By The Sea Country Club are proud to announce the creation of Junior Membership levels in both golf and tennis. Beginning with this upcoming 2010 season, the new program will allow juniors, age 13 to 20, to join the Wentworth as annual golf or tennis members.

“Gordon Swennes and Chris Stevens, our Head Golf and Tennis Professionals have always taken a particular interest in working with our younger members to help them learn more and improve their games. That interest and a history of giving golf and tennis scholarships to area teens, gave our Club President, Bill Binnie, and our management team the idea for this new membership opportunity,” stated Wentworth General Manager, Robert Diodati. “All of us here at Wentworth really understand the importance that golf and tennis can play in the growth and development of young men and women.”

“Golf and tennis are more than just sports. The discipline and dedication required to improve in these particular games can also benefit young players in their personal and future professional lives as well,” added Gordon Swennes. “We want our area young people to have as much opportunity as possible. Giving them access to the unmatched golf and tennis facilities here at the Wentworth, is one more way we can help.”

The opportunity to regularly play golf on a challenging and breathtakingly beautiful course, is a dream for most junior players. Local teens, Faith Jenkins and Nick McLaughlin, have been able to enjoy this dream and achieve recognition amongst their peer groups. Both area high school students are members of Wentworth By The Sea Country Club through their families, and both have won major high school tournaments, thanks to skills and experience they attribute to playing regularly on the course. Faith Jenkins, a sophomore at St. Thomas, has been playing on the Wentworth course as long as she can remember. Her tournament wins include NH High School Girl’s Championship and the NH Junior Championship. Nick McLaughlin has also been a regular on the Wentworth course since he was around three years old. Currently a sophomore at St. John’s Prep in Danvers, Massachusetts, Nick’s accomplishments in the game include winning the Massachusetts State School Boy Championship and the AJGA (American Junior Golf Association) Tournament in Philadelphia this past year.

“I encourage kids to take the Junior Membership,” stated Jenkins. “Wentworth can give them a real opportunity to learn the game. The pros have an interest in seeing juniors advance, and this helps you keep getting better and better.” McLaughlin adds, “As a member at the Wentworth, you’ll have plenty of other junior players who will encourage you to do your best. Plus it’s another entirely new support group for you as a junior.” Both championship teens added that the opportunity to play on the Wentworth’s narrow fairways is the kind of golf experience that helped them bring their games to a higher level.

The Junior Membership will give junior players golf course or tennis court privileges for the annual fee of $750. There are no deposit fees required for Junior Members, and only those aged 13 to 20 can take advantage of the program. Diodati added, “Some families cannot afford full membership at the club, and that’s why we’re excited to offer these Junior Memberships to aspiring young golfers and tennis players.”

Wentworth By The Sea Country Club can trace its beginnings back to 1897, when famed local businessman and brewer, Frank Jones, first opened the George Wright-designed Scottish links style course with just 9 holes, calling it the Wentworth Links. Not long after, the oceanfront course became one of the first Donald Ross-designed golf courses in America. Today, over 600 member families enjoy it’s state-of-the-art facilities, including the Geoffrey Cornish/Brian Silva redesigned18-hole championship golf course, a three-hole Seaside Course for beginners, indoor and outdoor tennis courts, a Junior Olympic swimming pool, a fitness center, and a spacious Clubhouse featuring the upscale, casual Donald Ross Grill. 

This coming September 4 and 5, Wentworth By The Sea Country Club will play host to the prestigious Handa Cup, an international match play competition featuring 28 Legends of the LPGA.

For more information, contact Carol McEleney at 603-433-3050.

