Hampshire First Bank Raffle Held to Benefit UNH Community Sailing Centre  

Manchester, NH—On Thursday, March 25th, Hampshire First Bank kicked off a six week long raffle to support the UNH Community Sailing Centre by raising funds for the organization’s boathouse that was destroyed earlier this month. Hampshire First will be raffling off a model tugboat on May 7th, with the hope of raising funds to replace the 55 sailboats, five motors, equipment, gear and more that were all lost as a result of the boathouse fire. It was reported by UNH that over $600,000 in damage and loss was caused due to the fire.

The model tugboat was created as a replica of the Lackawana Rail Road Harbor Tugboat, named the “Bath,” which was launched on January 18, 1908 and docked in Portsmouth’s harbor from 1958-1987. The model Bath has been estimated to be worth $2,500.  Raffle tickets are $10 for one or $25 for three, which may be purchased at Hampshire First’s Portsmouth banking center, located at 77 Hanover Street in Portsmouth, N.H. or by contacting Ryan Desmarais at (603) 334-1280 or via email rdesmarais@hampshirefirst.com.

The UNH Community Sailing Centre encompasses the UNH Sailing Team as well as the classes where over 3,000 community members have learned to sail in its thirty years of existence. 

“The UNH Community Sailing Centre is in great need of boats and equipment and we hope our raffle will get them started on the right path,” said Hampshire First Bank President and CEO Jim Dunphy.

For more information on UNH Community Sailing Centre visit www.unh.edu/sailing-club/ or contact Coach Diana Weidenbacker at (603) 868-5189 or by email dianaw46@comcast.net.
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