FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

FAIRPOINT COMMUNICATIONS SIGNS ON WITH THE MUSIC HALL 

Arts in Reach Named Explore + Learn Partner of the Year

Portsmouth, NH-September 21, 2011- The Music Hall, The Seacoast’s largest performing arts classroom, recently announced FairPoint Communications has signed on as a 2011-2012 

Explore + Learn sponsor. The $10,000 sponsorship will help expand educational offerings and bring a host of new learning experiences to the greater region.

                Encompassing a variety of programs, Explore + Learn at The Music Hall provides learning opportunities by way of the arts. From live theater for young learners, their teachers and families in our School Days Series, to Master Classes with world-renowned artists, the top-notch arts and artists which The Music Hall brings to the Seacoast each year opens the doors of knowledge for learners of all ages. 

Through Explore + Learn, this season The Music Hall will be working with the girls of Arts in Reach (AIR) connecting the girls of Rockingham and Strafford counties to writers and artists who will widen the girls’ horizons. The Music Hall will also be working with AIR to expand its fundraising efforts. 

“With the FairPoint Communications support of Explore + Learn, we are able to have this special relationship with AIR and connect the young learners with the female leaders at The Music Hall,” said Meghan Durkee, Corporate and Special Events Manager for The Music Hall. “We are so excited to see this funding go to work.”

                The Music Hall’s recent addition of its intimate Loft location has been largely responsible for enabling the implementation of this enriching program. Not only has the chic Music Hall Loft been a venue for Explore + Learn but also it provides certain economic boost through show related spending that benefits many New Hampshire Seacoast small businesses. 

                Arts in Reach has been empowering teenage girls through the art community since its establishment in 1997. UNH art history graduates, Kristin Forselius and Amanda Tappan, founded AIR and have grown it from a simple summer camp to ten annual programs focused on dance, theatre, film, visual arts, and career development. The Music Hall and Arts in Reach will collaborate on an Arts Career day, bringing together the gifted teenage girls with a mosaic of outstanding women role models at the Music Hall.  This introduction to the Music Hall’s myriad of leaders in the art community will further empower these young females and widen their horizons. 

                The upcoming Explore + Learn event “Discover Shaker Life,” on October 11, will give audience members insight into the unique utopian society of New England Shakers. Former curator for Canterbury Shaker Village and author of three books on Shaker furniture, Jean Burks, will present her intimate knowledge and examine the nuances of Shaker Life.  This event is a prelude and most fitting introduction to the breathtaking dance performance Angel Reapers by the legendary Martha Clarke to be held at the Historic Theater on Saturday, October 22, 2011 8pm. For more information, please visit www.themusichall.org.
                

About The Music Hall
The Music Hall is a performing arts center featuring curated entertainment from around the world in two theaters in its downtown Portsmouth, New Hampshire campus - one, a landmark 1878 Victorian theater, the other the intimate Music Hall Loft around the corner. Acclaimed signature series bring top authors and artists to both stages, while HD broadcasts and independent film fill both screens. Two radio shows broadcast on NH Public Radio originate here. This dynamic arts center urges patrons to Explore + Learn via master classes, post film panel discussions, and matinees for children. An anchor cultural organization in this historic working seaport, The Music Hall is one of downtown Portsmouth’s biggest employers and largest contributors to the regional economy. The Music Hall is 501c3 nonprofit managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a volunteer board.  Though global in the scope of its artists and programs, The Music Hall operates independently with the support of 3,000 members, 300 business supporters and 40 community partners.  Welcoming more than 100,00o patrons (including 20,000 children) each year from the tri-state area and beyond, The Music Hall is the region’s center for the performing arts, literature and education…easy to get to, impossible to forget. 

“the beating cultural heart of New Hampshire's seacoast” – Boston Globe

About the Historic Theatre

Step over the threshold of this landmark Victorian theatre – the oldest in New Hampshire - and into the Beaux Arts Founders Lobby featuring superlative patron amenities. Upstairs, the elegant 900-seat auditorium – now restored to its 1878 splendor – has welcomed artists ranging from Mark Twain to Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West Show. Patrons greet friends and neighbors in this community great room, a gathering place for conversation dating back to the days of Frederick Douglass. The original hardwood floor and horseshoe balcony ensure superior acoustics for stage and screen events.  Full concessions are available in both lobbies. Tickets to all Music Hall events are sold at the Box Office located at the historic theatre.  

“The crown jewel of Portsmouth's cultural scene, staging concerts, plays, movies, and even book readings. This meticulously restored theater holds its own with the best venues in Boston, attracting some of the nation's most interesting entertainers.” – Yankee Magazine
About The Music Hall Loft: The Center for Performing Arts, Literature and Education

Just around the corner from the Historic Theater, the Music Hall Loft is home to a 125-seat theater presenting the same fabulous on-stage and on-screen programming the Historic Theater is known for, with gourmet food and cocktails that can be taken right to each seat. Signature programs include Writers in the Loft, Live @ the Loft, and Currents@the Loft, hip programs which bring a new dynamism to Portsmouth’s cultural scene and further illuminate the city as a center for inspiration and entertainment in coastal New England. The Loft is also the site for Music Hall master classes and Explore + Learn opportunities for all ages.  

“brand new, very chic Music Hall Loft…gorgeously designed space… sleek, modern, and stocked with a full bar and a selection of victuals you can bring to your seats in its intimate theater” – Portland Phoenix
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