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Tourism Committee

Meeting Agenda * May 15, 2008 * 8-9:00 a.m. @ Chamber
National Tourism Week
Tourism Committee

Meeting Minutes * May 15, 2008
Mission Statement: To promote, develop & coordinate tourism/visitation and create an awareness & understanding of tourism’s effect on the local economy and residents’ quality of life. 

- Pad Maps & Harbour Trail brochures delivered! Drop by the Chamber to pick up your copies...
    - Portsmouth Harbour Trail flag sponsorships available
    - Market Square info kiosk open. Guided walking tours start June 26.
    - Currently reviewing FY '09 marketing initiatives
 

- Preview the John Lennon Art Exhibit before it comes to Portsmouth!
The exhibit reps are eyeing the weekend of July 11th for Portsmouth - details haven't been finalized... *(Note: plans have since fallen through for this event.)
 

NH Governor’s Conference on Tourism (5/5-7) recap








- Keynote speaker Roger Brooks says destinations must focus on their primary lure, the unique, what people can’t get closer to home. Create itineraries to help travelers plan their vacations.

   *Contact Nicki if you want to read a copy of his book

 -Shari Young wins “Business Excellence Award” from NH Travel Council!
Want to make a difference in the next 10 years of New Hampshire’s tourism industry? 
The Department of Resources and Economic Development and the Division of Travel and Tourism Development, under the leadership of the Advisory Committee on Travel and Tourism, seeks your ideas and comments in developing the next 10-Year New Hampshire Tourism Plan (2008 – 2018). A public forum will be held on October 8th, from 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., at Strawbery Banke, in Portsmouth. Anyone interested in attending should RSVP to rthyng@dred.state.nh.us by September 24th. For additional thoughts and comments or to learn more about the development of the 10-Year New Hampshire Tourism Plan (2008 – 2018), please contact the Division of Travel and Tourism Development at 603-271-2665. An online survey is also being posted on www.visitnh.gov/tenyearplan
Joint Promotional Program (JPP) sponsorship opportunities 
The Chamber partners with the State of NH in a $70,000 matching-grant program. We must raise $35,000 by June in order to leverage these funds for PR, direct mail, seasonal rack cards, quarterly e-news, the Seacoast Music Collaborative, and various travel trade shows to promote the Seacoast and increase tourism for your business! The state matches every dollar you contribute, so you’re doubling your money and marketing power.

Thanks to those who have already committed to the JPP!: Sheraton Harborside Portsmouth Hotel, Best Western Wynnwood Hotel & Suites, Jumpin’ Jay’s Fish Café, RiverRun Bookstore, Coachman Inn, The Press Room, Strawbery Banke Museum, The Music Hall, Newick’s Lobster House, Water Country, Japan-America Society of NH, Homewood Suites by Hilton, Portsmouth Brewery, Fox Run Mall, Hilton Garden Inn, Tugboat Alley, Hampton Beach Casino Ballroom, Sise Inn, The Works Bakery & Café, Warren’s Lobster House, Alie Jewelers, C & J, Old Ferry Landing, Shel-Al Campground, Izzy’s, Portsmouth Historic House Association, and Pontine Theatre. 

Marketing Communications – Fuze

-  PR Hits! Newsday, Scholastic Parent & Child and Outside magazine interested in profiling Portsmouth. Yankee magazine 7-page feature on Seacoast in Summer Travel Issue! AAA World running a 1-page Portsmouth feature in August issue.
            -     eNews sent out to 7,000+ visitor inquiries
-          “Green” initiatives pitch just went out
State of NH Publicity (Seacord Leading Edge):








- Gas-saving packages & offers release getting attention, incl. May 9th's USA Today. Add your gas-saving offers to www.VisitNH.gov by contacting tai.freligh@dred.state.nh.us . Stephanie is now working on a release on free activities or admissions that are $4 or less -- or offers that save $4 or more. 
- Stephanie is currently at Pow Wow, the trade show for international inbound tour operators, participating in the Media Marketplace on behalf of the state. 
- The Travel Channel producer said a first cut of the Samantha Brown story on Portsmouth looks terrific. He is still expecting an air date this fall.
Upcoming Events: online at http://www.portsmouthchamber.org/cwi/calendar/calendar.cfm 

 

Updates: 
 

- Commissioning of the USS New Hampshire submarine 10/25 at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard    
    Event preceeded by week-long activities 10/17-25 incl. a boat parade and luncheon
    *Seeking blocks of rooms at military rate (deadline 6/6!)
- July 1 & 3 autos, drivers and travel writers from Bentley USA will arrive. They plan to park on the grounds of Strawbery Banke for a photo shoot and have lunch before heading up to Maine. How stylish.

 

 - Check out Portsmouth's banner ad on Yankeemagazine.com! While there, add your favorite secret spot to Yankee's "Hidden Finds of New Hampshire": http://www.yankeemagazine.com/hiddenfinds/
 

- New Hampshire was ranked #2 on the NY Times' list of Places To Go This Summer
 

- On May 22, I hosted former Travel Editor from the Miami Herald, Jay Clarke and his wife here in Portsmouth. Jay is now retired and writes a nationally syndicated column about small towns across the U.S. called "By the Way." His column is picked up in various newspapers nationwide - so let's hope to see the Seacoast in the news in the future! Special thanks to Regal Limousine, The Music Hall, Strawbery Banke and Jumpin' Jay's for hosting our visiting writer.  
 

- On June 2, Joan and I helped out with a New Hampshire "fam" trip for bus tour operators organized by the state tourism office. Twelve tour operators spent the day on the Seacoast, experiencing select group-friendly activities. Thanks to Portsmouth Harbor Cruises, Redhook, The Music Hall, Warner House, Strawbery Banke, Lollipop Tree, Best Western, Newick's and the Hilton Garden Inn for saying yes to the state.   
*If you would like to host a fam tour in the future, please let me know! or contact Michele Cota at the NH Division of Travel & Tourism Development (mcota@dred.state.nh.us) 
 

- Also 6/2, Jay McSharry, Nancy Carmer and I hosted 3 reps from the John Lennon / Yoko Ono Art Exhibit. I had been speaking with their Media Rep from San Francisco, and he brought his Executive Director and a colleague to scout out a number of Portsmouth venues. *(Event has since fallen through.)
