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PORTSMOUTH

CHAMBER oF COMMERCE




Tourism Committee

Meeting Minutes * April 2, 2008 * 8-9:00 a.m. @ Chamber
Mission Statement: To promote, develop & coordinate tourism/visitation and create an awareness & understanding of tourism’s effect on the local economy and residents’ quality of life. 
The Herald, March 23, Week in Review: 

Portsmouth is New Hampshire's "best walking" city and ranked 58 in the top 100 most walkable cities in the nation, according to a new survey by Prevention magazine and the American Podiatric Medical Association. The survey cites Portsmouth's wide sidewalks and safe streets for pedestrians. It says Portsmouth has a high percentage of people who walk to work. In addition, the magazine said, Portsmouth is the second most park-dense city in the state, and has the highest percentage of mass transit riders and also one of the lowest cars-to-household ratings.
Chamber Updates







Doug Bates

Quarterly presentation to the EDC: Friday 4/4 at 7:30 am

Breakfast Forums: State of the State 4/16 feat. Gov. Lynch


State of the City 5/21 feat. City Mgr. John Bohenko


Harbour Trail Road Race 6/12 – contact Doug if interested in joining committee

Commissioning of the USS NH submarine 10/25 – Doug is vice chair

“A Taste of Tourism” Summit Recap





Future topics/breakout sessions?: retail, eco-tourism, heritage tourism…

Tourism Updates







Nicki Noble

- New England Sales Mission to Canada, 3/16-20 - recap
- Discover New England Tourism Summit & International Marketplace, 4/14-16



(25+ NH delegates attending, incl. Sheraton Harborside)
- Annual N.H. Governor’s Conference on Tourism, 5/5-7 at Mt.Washington Resort
*Let’s have a strong Seacoast presence! Register early.
Donations for silent auction to Jan Barker
*New 2008 Seacoast Guides arrive April 10! Call 610-5510 to reserve your copies and arrange for a pickup, or drop in at the Chamber anytime.
*Pad Map ad space still available! Deadline April 31st!
*Joint Promotional Program (JPP) sponsorship opportunities 
The Chamber has partnered with the State of NH in a $70,000 matching-grant program. We must raise $35,000 by June in order to leverage these funds for PR, direct mail, seasonal rack cards, quarterly e-news, the Seacoast Music Collaborative, and various travel trade shows to promote the Seacoast and increase tourism for your business! The state matches every dollar you contribute, so you’re doubling your money and marketing power.

Did you see our recent editorial in the Herald??

Thanks to those who have already committed to the JPP: Sheraton Harborside Portsmouth Hotel, Best Western Wynnwood Hotel & Suites, Jumpin’ Jay’s Fish Café, Coachman Inn, The Press Room, Strawbery Banke Museum, The Music Hall, Newick’s Lobster House, Water Country, Japan-America Society of NH, Fox Run Mall, Hilton Garden Inn, Tugboat Alley, Hampton Beach Casino Ballroom, Sise Inn, The Works Bakery & Café, Warren’s Lobster House, Alie Jewelers, C & J, Shel-Al Campground, Portsmouth Historic House Association, and Pontine Theatre. 
*We’re 40% of the way there! Deadline – June 30!
PR Agency – Fuze







Bruce Jewett
· Summer Rack Card & ENews in prod. Historic Portsmouth PR pitch out.
· Distributing pitch to the conference market – facilities & entertainment
· Next up: Best walking city release, and perhaps a “green” tourism release?
Tourism Marketing Sub-Committee




Michelle Herman
Opportunities for review: The Boston Globe/Boston.com, WBUR, Group Tour Planet magazine, AAA World magazine (running feature on Portsmouth in upcoming issue) …
Next meeting: Mon., May 12th at noon at the Sheraton – Contact Michelle if interested
State Publicity 







Stephanie Seacord
& Award Update





      Portsmouth Historical Society
· State of NH doing publicity for Gas-Saving Offers. Deadline May 9th! Submit your packages and offers for inclusion in press release and on state website to tai.freligh@dred.state.nh.us .
· Submit free and low-cost family oriented activities and buy-one-get-one deals to Stephanie & Nicki
· Stephanie working on release on Opera in NH
· Portsmouth featured on the Travel Channel (they filmed here 3/7-12)
· Portsmouth named one of the 2008 Dozen Distinctive Destinations by The National Trust for Historic Preservation!  *Press coverage? How to market ourselves?
Welcome new member: Jeremy D’Entremont of New England Lighthouse Tours


Will start running luxury coach and cruise tours 5/29 – on Thursdays & Fridays


Co-chair of Friends of Portsmouth Harbor Light – monthly open houses


VP & Historian for American Lighthouse Foundation (fundraising events 5/16-18)
Sharing








All 
· The Music Hall: SummerFilm08 coming up; featuring movies on Africa; put up billboard on Spaulding Tpk.

· Pontine Theatre: “Story of a Bad Boy” through 5/11 

· 2nd Annual Portsmouth Peace Treaty commemorative concert at The Music Hall 5/17 at 7:30 pm 

· Strawbery Banke opened May 1st! Celebrating 50th Anniversary – Boston Globe feature story soon. Fall Fest 10/4.

· Exeter Inn renovations highlighted in the news. Reopening in June.
· Portsmouth-made furniture exhibit at Rundlet-May House

· “Walk with Washington” tour & reception 6/26 at Gov. John Langdon House

· 5/11 Mother’s Day Tea at John Paul Jones Carriage House

· Sunday 9/21 Criterium bicycle race

· Moffatt-Ladd Coach House restoration in the news – 5/7 groundbreaking ceremony & reception at Hilton. Behind the scenes tours Thursday’s at 3 pm, May-Aug.
· Paradiza: was seeing lots of visitors from Skybus (sadly, no more). Wish that Strawbery Banke was open year-round, lots of visitors ask about it.

· Old Library / New cultural information center: Grand opening June 1st, featuring 3 art exhibits – “New Hampshire Then and Now,” Henry Harlow’s “City of the Open Door,” and Russell Cheney’s paintings. 
Special Update: Nancy Carmer from the City of Portsmouth gave a Market Street Extension preview – looking to make Exit 7 into Market Square into a tree-lined parkway with benches, interpretive signage showcasing our maritime heritage, expanded sidewalks and bike lanes, a cross-walk at the Albacore, stonedust paths, and a painted mural on the inside/underside of the bridge. This is part of the DOT “Wayfinding Project.”
Next meeting: (May 7th = Governor’s Conference)

Thursday, May 15, 8-9:00 a.m. at Chamber  (so as not to conflict w/DBA Wed. 5/14)
To Do: 
· Submit upcoming events, pics and news to Nicki (and on Chamber’s online calendar).

· Join JPP tourism marketing opportunities by June and help persuade others to join our efforts!
