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PORTSMOUTH

CHAMBER oF COMMERCE




Tourism Committee

Meeting Minutes * March 5, 2008 * 8-9:00 a.m. @ Chamber
Mission Statement: To promote, develop & coordinate year-round tourism/visitation to the Seacoast, and create an awareness & understanding of tourism’s effect on the local economy and residents’ quality of life. 
General Updates: Skybus CEO (who was here for Feb. Chamber breakfast forum) just resigned: Impact of Skybus CEO’s resignation on Pease unknown 

           

Tourism Updates                                                                                                      
            - American Bus Association (ABA) Marketplace follow up

- Boston Globe Travel Show, 2/22-24: Est. attendance 13,000+! Lots of interest & destination recognition. (State of NH and the Wentworth also in attendance.) 

- “A Taste of Tourism” Summit, 3/12 at Redhook – Billy Costa of TV Diner to speak on culinary tourism

- New England Sales Mission to Canada, 3/16-20

- Discover New England Tourism Summit & International Marketplace, 4/14-16  (25+ NH delegates attending)

- Annual N.H. Governor’s Conference on Tourism, 5/5-7 at Mt.Washington Resort

*Let’s have a strong Seacoast presence! Register early: 

*2008 Seacoast Guide off to press – est. delivery April 9th  

*Pad Map ad space still available! Put your business on the map
*Joint Promotional Program (JPP) sponsorship opportunities 

(The Chamber has partnered with the State of NH in a matching-grant program valued at $70,000. We must raise $35,000 by June in order to leverage these funds for PR, direct mail campaigns, seasonal rack cards, e-newsletters, the Seacoast Music Collaborative website, and all of the travel shows I’m attending to promote the Seacoast and increase tourism for your business!)

Thanks to those who have already committed!: Jumpin’ Jay’s Fish Café, The Press Room, Newick’s, Pontine Theatre, S.R. Alie Jewelers, The Sheraton Harborside, The Music Hall, Fox Run Mall, Japan-American Society of NH, Best Western Wynwood Hotel & Suites, Sise Inn, C & J, Portsmouth Historic House Association, The Works Bakery & Café and Shel-Al Campground. 

We’re ¼ of the way there! But we still need to raise $24,000 by June!

Have you committed yet?

                                                 

Marketing Communications – Fuze




Bruce Jewett

· Thanks for submitting your events/pics. Summer Rack Card is off to the press, and quarterly ENews is in production!

· Historic Portsmouth PR pitch sent out

· Next up: pitching to the conference market – facilities & entertainment

Tourism Marketing sub-Committee: Next meeting April ___? (Email Nicki if interested.)

State Publicity: NH featured in Country Living, NY Times. Martha Stewart Living may feature The Music Hall restoration in her “American Treasure” column

Award Update: Portsmouth named one of the 2008 Dozen Distinctive Destinations by The National Trust for Historic Preservation! www.nationaltrust.org/dozen_distinctive_destinations/2008/   What are the next steps?

· Nancy Carmer working w/DOT on signage at entranceways

Sharing Updates: 

· Welcome Amy Moy, new Director of Marketing at Strawbery Banke! 

· Strawbery Banke up 14% in paid visitation over last year! new Discovery Center offers hands-on, engaging exhibits on house restoration; new exhibition; Candlelight Stroll named to the American Bus Association’s Top 100 Events for 2008!
· Homewood Suites by Hilton receives New Hotel of the Year award! Amy Amirault named Director of Sales of the Year! New GM Beth Curry onboard.

· Samantha Brown of the Travel Channel was filming in Portsmouth 3/7-12. Look for a special on What You Never Knew About Portsmouth. Jay McSharry spent time with her pre-production crew.

· Historic houses opening Memorial Day weekend. May 11 Mothers’ Day Tea at the John Paul Jones House. 

· June 14 Market Square Day

· Historic New England offering a Footsteps of George Washington walking tour of Portsmouth at the Gov. John Langdon House, June 26

· Deer Street Merchants’ Association: 2 new businesses opened – Body Sense (perfume boutique) and a makeup & hair salon; J.Covington moving; someone from NYC called about space in the “Portsmouth Fashion District” so we’re getting national recognition! Deer Street seeking a men’s store. Potential future fashion show?
· Councilor Ken Smith is on cruise ship committee, his wife Deborah informed us that two 100-passenger vessels are coming in this summer.
· Pontine Theatre: Pouring the Sun; Story of a Bad Boy (Thomas Bailey Aldrich) in April 
· Old Library / New Cultural Information Center: 9 historic house panels to be installed in center; Grand Opening June 1st! featuring NH Then& Now and Russell Cheney exhibits; Harry Harlow “Doors of Portsmouth” exhibit

· 4/26 tour of Lady Pepperell House in Kittery

· 5/10 Richard Candee giving tour of Jackson House

· Port Inn: 15 rooms undergoing renovations

· 6/6 NEBTA golf tournament at Breakfast Hill

· Jumpin’ Jay’s building renovations – 2nd floor; Easter Brunch at The Dunaway

· Moffatt-Ladd House: renovating Coach House, addition, opening June 15, can rent gardens for weddings & events

· Portsmouth Peace Treaty events: film marathon at PPLibrary; Russian and Japanese delegates here in ‘82

· 2nd Annual Portsmouth Peace Treaty Commemorative Concert 5/17 at The Music Hall feat. Seacoast Wind Ensemble

· Three Chimney’s Inn in Durham: offering weddings, social & corporate events, can accommodate 200+ people

· The Music Hall: Barbara Walters “Writers on a New England Stage” 5/23; Ozomatli 5/11

To Do for next meeting:

· Submit your upcoming events on the Chamber’s online calendar (call us if you need your login info)

· Send events, pictures, updates, etc. to Nicki for future rack cards, eNews, and more

· Contribute, and tell your colleagues, about the Joint Promotional Program tourism marketing opportunities! Thank you!         
