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CHAMBER oF COMMERCE




Tourism Committee

Meeting Minutes * February 14, 2008 (snowdate)* 8-9:00 a.m. @ Chamber
Mission Statement: To promote, develop & coordinate tourism/visitation and create an awareness & understanding of tourism’s effect on the local economy and residents’ quality of life. 
Portsmouth named one of 2008 Dozen Distinctive Destinations by The National Trust for Historic Preservation! 
Publicity in AP, USA Today, Boston Globe! 

Nancy Carmer working on signage? 

New “Historic Portsmouth” DVD video up on city website.

General Updates: Breakfast Forum w/Skybus CEO 2/21

            2008 Fidelity Jumper Classic equestrian event coming to N.Hampton in Sept…

Tourism Updates:

· American Bus Association (ABA) Marketplace follow up, group rates? 
· Strawbery Banke’s Candelight Stroll named to ABA’s Top 100 Events of 2008! 
· Boston Globe Travel Show, 2/23-24  (Recap at next meeting!) 
· “A Taste of Tourism” Summit, March 12 

· Meet the Media panel, What’s Happening in Portsmouth, Culinary Tourism keynote 
· Have you registered yet?? Sign up online by March 5th for early bird prices! or call the Chamber at 610-5510 
· New England Sales Mission to Canada, 3/16-20 
· Discover New England Tourism Summit & International Marketplace, April 14-16    
· Annual N.H. Governor’s Conference on Tourism, May 5-7 

· Nicki, Michele, Stephanie & Kathleen attending – let’s have a strong Seacoast presence! 
- Have you placed your ad in the 2008 Seacoast Guide and in our Pad Map? 

- Joint Promotional Program (JPP) sponsorship opportunities – How much can we raise by the Tourism Summit on 3/12?

Thanks to those who have already committed!: The Jay McSharry Group, Pontine, S.R. Alie Jewelers, The Sheraton, The Music Hall, Fox Run Mall, Japan-American Society of NH, Best Western Wynnwood Hotel & Suites, Sise Inn, C & J, Portsmouth Historic House Association, and Shel-Al Campground. Have you pledged your support?

PR Agency – Fuze: Submit events/pics for summer Rack Card & ENews by March 5th!

Outdoor Activities PR pitch picked up by Tee Time, Fish & Game, Golf Digest, Boating Life, and freelancers…

            Next pitch: Historic Portsmouth (and our new award!) – Email Emma at Fuze

State Publicity – Subscribe to monthly PR Insider – NH State, and update online events calendar

            Southwest Airlines expanding routes into Manchester

Guests: Seacoast Area Bicycle Routes (SABR), President Josh Pierce and Deb Chase

May 16: National Bike/Walk to Work Day

June 7: National Trails Day and opening of the NH section of the East Coast Greenway – the 1st fully completed section of this multi-use trail which will stretch from Key West, FL to Maine’s Canadian border! Sounds like a great way to “Go Green” and attract outdoorsy tourists.

Do hotels offer bike-friendly storage facilities?

March 7-12 Samantha Brown of the Travel Channel is coming to Portsmouth! 

Sharing:

· Portsmouth Athenaeum: Richard Candee gave lecture. Exhibit The Preservation Movement: Then and Now, ongoing through end of March

· Taste Magazine to launch “Taste Celebrations” weddings/events magazine

· New Cultural Center update: Old Library is under construction – renting office space – should be open by end of May! (Ribbon cutting ceremony/party?)

· Three Chimneys Inn: busy and business going well

· Dunaway: offering a bistro menu; Jumpin’ Jay’s offering Shuck-a-Buck $1 oysters

· Kittery Outlets: lots of group tour bookings

· The Music Hall: undergoing renovations, but a great lineup for the season!

· Pontine: Pouring the Sun, March 7, 8, 9

To Do: Please update the Chamber’s online events calendar . Log in using your username and password. (If you’ve forgotten them, call 610-5510 and we’ll look them up for you!) Click on “Submit Calendar Event.”

While you’re online, please also update your ConneXions profile. Thanks!

P.S. Portsmouth Restaurant Week, March 2-7

