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Tourism Committee
Meeting Minutes * December 3, 2008 * 8-9 am @ Chamber
Mission Statement: To promote, develop & coordinate tourism/visitation and create an awareness & understanding of tourism’s effect on the local economy and residents’ quality of life. 
Vintage Christmas preview





· Vintage Christmas kicks off this Saturday, Dec. 6th with the parade & holiday tree lighting in Market Square, “All is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914” film at The Music Hall, the Candelight Stroll at Strawbery Banke, and free trolley! (To view a full schedule of December events, visit: www.themusichall.org/vintagechristmas) 

Tourism Updates








· Seacoast Guide – Last call to advertise! 
· Restaurant Week Portsmouth wrap-up: over 3,000 diners and 15,500 page views on www.restaurantweekportsmouth.com! 
· Dates announced for Restaurant Week 2009!: March 22-29
· Chamber Holiday Auction online through Dec. 16, Holiday Wine Tasting Dec. 18 at the Sheraton
· 2009 cooperative destination marketing opportunities:
· Seasonal rack cards & eNews *send your upcoming events to Nicki! 
· Chamber website overhaul 
· Web banner ad space available, click here for rates
· Buy-in opportunities for presence at / leads from travel shows:
· American Bus Association Marketplace, Jan. ‘09
· Boston Globe Travel Show, Feb. 20-22
· NH Sales Blitz to Canada / Toronto Golf & Travel Show, March 
· Discover New England International Summit, April
· NH Governor’s Conference on Tourism to be held in Waterville Valley, May 4-6

Updates









· Welcome Kori Marquis, new Director of Sales at the Fairfield Inn (Portsmouth & Amesbury, MA)

· Send your high-res images to Fuze for consideration in upcoming seasonal event rack cards & eNews! (Bruce Jewett: jewett@fuzecommunications.com) 

· P.S. Bruce & Jennifer are expecting a baby boy any day!...

· Portsmouth Gas Light Co. booking holiday parties; hosting White Party on New Year’s Eve to benefit Seacoast Buy Local’s (H)EAT campaign

· Hilton Garden Inn has seen some drop off in holiday party bookings, but rooms are sold out first 2 weekends in December!

· Jumpin’ Jay’s Fish Café has Shuck-a-Buck $1 oysters on Tuesday’s. Book your hip holiday parties at The Red Door.

· Richard Candee nominating the Memorial Bridge for “11 Most Endangered Historic Places” – believes bridge is critical for tourism linking Portsmouth-Kittery, making us an accessible and walk-able destination. Wants to request federal funding for repairs.
· Discover Portsmouth Center closed for the season – re-opening in April (date tba) on weekends, then open full-time starting Memorial Day. Booking summer art exhibits.

· Portsmouth Historical Society working on “Eye of the Needle” historic textile/ needlework exhibit – Strawbery Banke’s exhibit begins Feb. at Athenaeum

· Water Country prepping for next year…

· Seacoast Events booking holiday parties and 2009 events

· Gov. John Langdon House & Blue Ocean Society having holiday open house & sale Dec. 13, 1-4pm

· Historic New England publishing book on America’s kitchens (Jan. 15 release event?)

· The Music Hall now has “budget buys” online (tickets for under $30)

· Special offer to the Tourism Committee: if you’re interested in seeing “All is Calm” on Sat., Dec. 6 (4pm & 8 pm shows) call the Box Office at 603-436-2400 and mention the “music lovers’ discount” – you’ll get $10 off!
· General discussion about encouraging visiting shoppers not just to visit the malls and Market Square, but to also disperse throughout town – ideas of shopping maps, itineraries, scavenger hunt, “walk it off” promotion, coupon books, using the Market Square kiosk as a self-service info center in the off-season

To Do:

· Submit your upcoming events on the Chamber calendar! Also post them on VisitNH.gov, Yankeemagazine.com, Boston.com and other outlets for free promotion.
· Send high-res images to Fuze!
· Drop off new brochures, posters, and discount coupons! (very popular) at Chamber
Special Announcement! 
On the heels of Portsmouth’s ranking on National Geographic Traveler’s list of Historic Places – #26 in the world and #6 in the U.S. – the Chamber is hosting Jonathan Tourtellot, Director of National Geographic’s Center for Sustainable Destinations, and Geotourism editor for National Geographic Traveler, to speak at our Breakfast Forum at the Sheraton on Wed., January 14 from 7-9 am. Jonathan is anticipated to speak about what the award means for Portsmouth, challenges in sustainable tourism, and what we can do to maintain (and improve) our historic ranking.
Next meeting: Instead of meeting at the Chamber in January, I encourage all of you to attend our Breakfast Forum! And be sure to stay after for a meet & greet with National Geographic and a brief Tourism Committee meeting.
