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Tourism Committee 
Meeting Minutes * December 2, 2009 * 8 am @ Chamber
Mission Statement: To promote, develop & coordinate tourism/visitation and create an awareness & understanding of tourism’s effect on the local economy and residents’ quality of life. 
Welcome New Co-Chair: Damien Callahan, Director of Operations, The Port Inn

Special thank you to outgoing Chairs: Michelle Herman, Sheraton Harborside, and Kathleen Soldati, The Music Hall
Portsmouth featured in American Craft magazine! http://www.americancraftmag.org/article.php?id=9228 
Does Portsmouth host too many events? Share your thoughts with the new Mayor’s Blue Ribbon Committee on Downtown Events here: http://www.cityofportsmouth.com/mayor/downtownevents.htm 
Chamber Updates








· 2010 Guide to the Seacoast & web advertising opportunities (www.portsmouthchamber.org/ads.cfm) 
· Holiday Online Auction live through Dec. 16th! (www.portsmouthchamber.org/holiday.cfm) 
· Holiday Wine Tasting, Sheraton, Dec. 17  *RSVP to 603-610-5510
2009-10 Destination Marketing Initiatives
*(funded by NH JPP matching grants)
· PR campaign ongoing
· Seasonal rack cards & eNews 
· American Bus Association Marketplace, January
· Please send Nicki your group-friendly info!
· Boston Globe Travel Show, Feb. 19-21, 2010
· Want to help man the exhibitor booth??
· Restaurant Week Portsmouth, March 26-April 3, 2010 
· Discover New England International Summit, Newport, RI, April 
NH Governor’s Conference on Tourism, May 5-7, 2010, Sheraton Harborside 

Online registration to open soon: www.nhtravelcouncil.com 
Sharing 









· Sheraton Harborside offering Santa Brunches in December, Christmas Dinner, New Year’s Eve “Live Free or Die Laughing” comedy show. On par with last year for First Night bookings, but bookings are very last minute and hard to guage.

· Portsmouth Harbour Trail had a good tour season. Booking group and bus tour guide service through fall 2010.
· Hilton Garden Inn decorating for the holidays. Holiday party #’s are up! Weekends looking good. Glad to report - exceeded budget in November (after missing goal for several months). Homewood Suites by Hilton slowing down this time of year, but offering low rates and specials.
· Marriott Residence Inn under construction at PortWalk project slated to open in April/May. 108 extended stay suites w/kitchenettes (studio to 2BR). PortWalk also to include retail and office space, parking garage, and conference space for 300. (Managed by Colwen Hotels of Nashua)
· “Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth” publicity going well – wine & travel writer coming in for the weekend, press on GoNewEngland.com, feature story for next year’s New Hampshire Magazine… Promoting packages at Sheraton, Hilton and Wentworth.
· Portsmouth Historical Society organizing Portsmouth info on National Trust for Historic Preservation’s new travel website www.gozaic.com 
· Portsmouth Peace Treaty Forum 1905 re-broadcast of Presidential acceptance speech taking place Dec. 12, 1:30pm at Wentworth by the Sea (www.portsmouthpeacetreaty.com)
· Double-0 Marketing gives “shameless plugs” for their clients (: Portsmouth A La Carte, Timberland, Segway, Marshmallow Fluff…
· Jumpin’ Jay’s Fish Café – Shuck-a-Buck dollar oysters; hosting lots of Christmas parties
· First Night Portsmouth coming up – “a great thing for the community”, downtown hotels fill up on New Year’s Eve
· Wentworth by the Sea had hotel holiday lighting Dec. 1st. Hosting Winter Wonderland brunches, Christmas Day brunch, NYE Ball “Fire & Ice”, Winter Wine Festival (Jan-Feb) – seeing lots of advanced reservations for that.
· Courtyard by Marriott booking holiday parties in January. Lots of weddings! (Sheraton and Moffatt-Ladd House also say wedding business is up!)
· Moffatt-Ladd House working on Piscataqua Waterfront Festival, in conjunction with Gundalow Company, June 5, 2010
· Strawbery Banke Museum’s 30th Annual Candlelight Stroll – first 3 weekends in December. Hosting WMUR & NH Chronicle film crew – to air week of Dec. 14-18. Also hosting NH DTTD “Re-discover Your NH” press event, Dec. 10 at 10:30am at SB Tyco Visitors Center.
· Construction updates? State Street construction continues, but stores are open! Please help refer visitors to fellow member businesses. Ceres Street construction wrapping up first or second week in December.

· The Port Inn finished strong in November; December looking okay; NYE looking strong; seeing lots of weddings too
To Do:

· Verify your business listing and submit upcoming events on Chamber online calendar by visiting www.portsmouthchamber.org – click on “Member Login” on top right.
· Drop off your new brochures, coupons, posters, etc. at the Chamber
· Book your advertising space in the Seacoast Guide and/or Chamber website! 
Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 6th, 8am at the Chamber
