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CHAMBER os COMMERCE
GET CONNECTED




Tourism Committee
Meeting Minutes * November 5, 2008 * 8-9 am @ Chamber
Portsmouth ranked on National Geographic Traveler’s list of Historic Places – 

#28 in the world, #6 in the U.S.
AND named to Cosmopolitan’s 100 Hot-City List 

*Note: Do not open if your boss is looking over your shoulder as sexy content may cause embarrassment.

Mission Statement: To promote, develop & coordinate tourism/visitation and create an awareness & understanding of tourism’s effect on the local economy and residents’ quality of life. 
Seasonal Wrapup








· Scarecrows of the Port was regarded by all as a fantastic success! Great community involvement; lots of tourists taking their pictures w/the scarecrows; look for an even bigger event next year!

· The Commissioning of USS New Hampshire saw an est. 3,400 attendees
· The Discover Portsmouth Center saw 6,500 visitors over the summer
· Water Country was affected by bad weather, but overall had a good season. 
· John Paul Jones House saw 2,700 visitors over season. June was bad. Oct. was good.

· Harbor Cruises season??
Tourism Updates








· Restaurant Week Portsmouth, Nov. 10-16 
· Check out the special 3-course prix fixe menus online: www.restaurantweekportsmouth.com - Book your reservations now!
· City of Portsmouth-Chamber partnership grant renewed
· Seacoast Guide ad deadline Nov. 21st! Click here for more information & contract. 
· Web banner ads available – click here for rates
· 2009 state JPP (Joint Promotional Program) grant approval, includes:
· Seasonal rack cards & eNews
· Chamber website overhaul
· American Bus Association Marketplace, Jan. ‘09
· Sponsoring & exhibiting at Boston Globe Travel Show, Feb. 20-22
· NH Sales Blitz to Canada / Toronto Golf & Travel Show, March 
· Discover New England International Summit, April
Updates









· Chamber Holiday Winetasting & Auction, Dec. 18th at the Sheraton *(Online auction going on now! Donations wanted!) www.portsmouthchamber.org/winetasting2008.cfm 

· City of Portsmouth very proud of National Geographic award – shows commitment to historic preservation started 30 years ago. 
· Wayfinding/signage project in progress – hope to see some movement in 2009. Exit 7 – Market Street gateway project: expect to see Deer St/Market St. intersection updates first. State Street bridge closing discussions.

· WiFi expansion thanks to $350K donation from Cisco

· Sheraton Harborside hosting Jake Ivery’s Dueling Pianos, Dec. 19; booking Christmas/shopping packages; September was soft but October was a good month
· The Music Hall – Nov. 15th The Event with DJ Logic downtown dance party; Vintage Christmas coming up!
· Paradiza saw a tough fall (for all retailers?). Hope holiday shopping season will be good!

· Gas Light Co. offering new fall menu; participating in Restaurant Week; Downtown Business Association hosting Fashion Up! show Nov. 20th
· Water Country closed Labor Day, will re-open mid-June 2009.
· Jumpin’ Jay’s is still jumpin’. Shuck-a-Buck $1 oysters on Tuesdays will start Dec. 2nd
· Strawbery Banke hosted 1st Annual Fall Festival in Oct. – saw 1,500 people; Ghosts on the Banke saw 1,600 people; 50th Anniversary celebration gala at the Wentworth on Friday, Nov. 7th 

· Kittery Outlets saw over 1,000 buses in October! (mostly from CT, RI, and Canada). Stores opening at midnight on Thanksgiving!

· John Paul Jones House visitor #’s up because of Commissioning and Treaty of Portsmouth exhibit. Working on a winter needlework exhibit at Athenaeum, Strawbery Banke, and other venues
· Portsmouth Historical Society & UNH received National Humanities Grant for permanent Portsmouth exhibit and tours of the city (MP3 audio). 

· Annual Chamber Tourism Summit to be pushed back to Fall 2009… 
· Tune in to 101.5 WXGR on Friday, Nov. 7 from 6-8pm to hear Dolphin Striker chef Gary cooking on-air & Nicki talking up Restaurant Week

· NH publicity, Stephanie Seacord, working on holiday events & free winter family diversions. Always wants to know what's new/being planned for next 3-6 months.
· Submit your upcoming events on the Chamber’s online calendar (events are reviewed by Nicki – working on Winter/Spring events rack card and tourism eNewsletters!

Some Upcoming Events:

New Hampshire Open Doors at the Discover Portsmouth Center, Strawbery Banke Museum, NH Art Association, and other Seacoast venues, Nov. 8 & 9, 10 am – 5 pm (www.nhopendoors.com) 

Art ‘Round Town gallery walk, First Friday’s: Nov. 7, Dec. 5, Jan. 2 
Historical Tours of The Music Hall, Nov. 5, 20, Dec. 3, 18, Jan. 7, 15
Restaurant Week Portsmouth, 3-course prix fixe menus at 18 participating restaurants, Nov. 10-16 (www.restaurantweekportsmouth.com) 
‘It’s A Wonderful Life,’ Pontine Theatre, Dec. 5-7

Open Studios at the Button Factory, Dec. 6 and 7, 11am-5pm 
“Vintage Christmas in Portsmouth”: Candlelight Stroll (weekends Dec. 6-21) and Holiday House Tours (weekdays Dec. 1-30) at Strawbery Banke; holiday shows at The Music Hall; and stayovers at area hotels, throughout December (www.themusichall.org/vintagechristmas) 
First Night® Portsmouth 2009 presented by Pro Portsmouth, Inc., Dec. 31
Live Music all year round (visit www.seacoastmusicscene.com for dates & venues)
To view a full calendar of events, visit: www.portsmouthchamber.org/cwi/calendar/calendar.cfm 

To submit your events listings, please log in here: http://www.portsmouthchamber.org/cwi/members/member_login.cfm
*Call 603-610-5510 if you need your user name and password!

To Do:

· Book your reservations for Restaurant Week!
· Submit your upcoming events on the Chamber calendar! Also post them on VisitNH.gov, Yankeemagazine.com, Boston.com and other outlets for free promotion.
· Drop off new brochures, posters, etc. at Chamber
Next meeting: Wednesday, December 3, 8 am @ Chamber

