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CHAMBER oF COMMERCE




Tourism Committee

Meeting Minutes * January 9, 2008 * 8-9:00 a.m. @ Chamber
Mission Statement: To promote, develop & coordinate tourism/visitation and create an awareness & understanding of tourism’s effect on the local economy and residents’ quality of life. 
Michelle Herman chaired the meeting and welcomed new Tourism Manager Nicki Noble.

Tourism Updates

· Feb. 2-7: American Bus Association (ABA) Marketplace 

· Feb.22-24: Boston Globe Travel Show 

· March 12: Tourism Summit at Redhook Brewery 

· March 16-20: New England Sales Mission to Canada 

“A Taste of Tourism” 7th Annual Tourism Summit 

March 12, 7:30-2:30 at Redhook Ale Brewery

Stephanie Seacord reported that event will include Meet the Media panel, “what’s happening to the face of Portsmouth” (and how it affects tourism) panel,  lunchtime keynote speaker Billy Costa of “TV Diner,” a raffle, and more! 

Tickets $40 in advance for members. To sign up call 610-5510.

Chamber Tourism Marketing

Fuze Communication’s John Corsi reported that the 

· Spring Rack Card being printed for distribution end of January 

· Boston Travel Show Directory: placed small ad 

· Please continue to send events (and images) to John or Bruce Jewett  

Chamber Tourism Publicity

Emma Stoner reported that she created a “one story a month” plan that includes ideas such as historic sites, African-American heritage, culinary tourism, and sports enthusiasm. The latter will be the first release going out shortly. Emma will let us know what the schedule is so we can route relevant details to her.

Joint Promotional Program (JPP)

Tom Cocchiaro updated the committee on this state/local matching grant program. We’ve already received $30,000 and must raise $40,000 in matching funds. A menu of its sponsorship opportunities will be routed to all Chamber members in the next few weeks to begin the fundraising. And, it will be on the agenda at the Tourism Summit.

City EntryWay

Tom mentioned that the City is (once again) gearing up to make the Market Street/95 exit the formal entry to the City. It will be discussed at the Summit, he welcomes ideas.

State Tourism Publicity

Stephanie Seacord reported on 

· upcoming press release to run down the “Top 10 NH travel stories of 2007” 

· NH tourism theme: great food and wine in NH 

· NH summer visitor guide 

· Urged everyone to load their events/packages on to state tourism site (www.visitnh.gov – Click on “Industry Members,” log in and add events) 

Sharing

· SeacoastNH.com: brought J. Dennis Robinson’s new book, “Strawbery Banke,” and mentioned several requests for info on “unique honeymoon destinations” 

· Jumpin’ Jays: Dunaway featured in Boston magazine & Rachael Ray. Wine dinner 1/22, Shuck a Buck $1 oysters coming soon at Jay’s! 

· Children’s Museum: open til end of May, closed in June, reopens in Dover in July 

· Taste of the Seacoast: latest issue on the stands, increasing area distribution 

· Historic New England: Feb-May focus on “The Preservation Movement” 

· Pontine: Ogden Nash poetry presented Feb 1-10 

· The Port Inn: Business was up 10% in 2007! 

· Visit New Hampshire: 18 month extension on Passport regulations + weak American dollar = more Canadian visitors = good for US economy 

· Richard Candee: lease to be signed on new Visitors’ Center in old library – to open Memorial Day weekend 

· The Music Hall: lobby renovations underway, new “Met @ The Music Hall” series has begun, Lyle Lovett coming in February. 

· Sheraton: has recuperated from the Primary and is getting ready to celebrate its 20th anniversary, renovating 5th floor Club Level & lounge 

· Japan-America Society: event at John Paul Jones House (didn’t get the date!) 

· National Trust for Historic Preservation: on Feb 6 noon at new Library: press conference to announce National Trust selection of Portsmouth (total of 12 designees annually) as “2008 Distinctive Destination.” They’ll air new “Historic Portsmouth” DVD produced by Atlantic Media. (FYI: Embargo on press for this pre-Feb 6 – a city lost its designation when it leaked news to press). What does all this mean? That the National Trust will begin to include Portsmouth on its website, all communications. 

To Do List:

- Please send upcoming events (and pictures!) to John Corsi at Fuze (corsi@fuzecommunications.com)

- Please update the Chamber’s online events calendar:

http://www.portsmouthchamber.org/cwi/members/member_login.cfm 

Log in using your username and password. (If you’ve forgotten them, call 610-5510 and we’ll look them up for you!) Click on “Submit Calendar Event.”

While you’re online, please also update your ConneXions profile so other members can access your contact info to network with you and give and receive referrals!

Next meeting?: Nicki will be at the ABA on Wed. Feb. 6th, so let’s push it back to Wed. the 13th
