  Hello all,

  Summer is in full swing in Portsmouth and the Seacoast! I hope you’re keeping busy and seeing lots of visitors. Our Tourism Committee meetings will resume in September, but until then I promised to keep you posted on tourism-related updates. So here they are…

June tourism stats:

Chamber (500 Market St) walk-ins:              3,002
 
Market Square Kiosk inquiries:                     2,926
 
Mailed Seacoast Guides:                              240
 
Bulk guide mailings (20,30,50):                    390
 
Total inquiries (walk-in/web/Email/mail):   6,558   
Cases of guides given out to members:      29  (x 120 brochures/case)
July 4th weekend a success: Chamber staff tried to gauge the amount of business over the weekend by calling area hotels for availability (motels outside of downtown were 75% full, downtown accommodations were 80% full), tracking the # of visitors to the Chamber (430) and Market Square kiosk (1,202), number of calls about the fireworks (124), and more. Strawbery Banke welcomed 3,579 visitors during their noon to five “American Celebration!” event.
Portsmouth Harbour Trail flags out on display all around the city. Guided walking tours began June 26 and run Th/Fri/Sat/Sun/Mon’s through October – a great way for visitors and residents alike to learn about Portsmouth! For tour info, click here.
PR/Publicity:

· Portsmouth featured on last night’s 7/15 Boston TV-5 “Chronicle”. Mary Richardson was here two weeks ago. Hope they post the footage online, see “Tank Away.”
· Portsmouth named #4 on Outside magazine’s “20 Best Towns in America” (see the August 2008 issue on newsstands now)! Click here for the Herald article or the NECN coverage.
· Newsday runs Portsmouth travel feature July 6! 

· AAA World magazine (NY/PA/NJ markets) features Portsmouth in August issue.
· The Travel Channel’s “Samantha Brown: Passport to Great Weekends” featuring the Seacoast set to air 7/24 at 10:30 pm; 7/25 at 2:30 pm; 7/27 at 12:30 pm. 
· “On this trip Sam heads back to the seacoast of New Hampshire, where she grew up. She visits some of her favorite haunts and places she dreamed of exploring but never had a chance to when she lived there. And there are some surprises in store as well.”  (A preview clip aired on the Today Show on 6/25, in which Samantha Brown named her Top 5 Getaways including Orlando, Vegas, Cabo san Lucas and Portsmouth!)
· “According to the travelchannel.com website it looks like there might be a podcast after it airs. Something your own website might want to link to?” suggests Stephanie Seacord.
· Visiting travel writers: 
· Travel editors from Mercedes Benz Club and Saab Club magazines, who also host a Vibrant Living radio show from Seattle spotlighting “destinations for renewal and recharging your creative spirit” visited the Wentworth, York Harbor Inn, Black Trumpet, The Music Hall, and more. The radio host is working on arranging a week-long live remote broadcast from Portsmouth…

· Two travel writers from Milan visited 6/19 on assignment for an Italian travel magazine, as well as 2 travel writers from Quebec writing for Tourism Plus Magazine and Le Devoir. Thanks to the Sheraton and Portsmouth Harbor Cruises for accommodating them!  
· Thanks to the Blue Mermaid for hosting a visiting travel writer from Germany, here on 6/30 with her toddler writing about childrens’ activities in NH and VT.
· A New York Times reporter/photographer visited The Music Hall yesterday – picking up on their soon-to-be-completed lobby renovations and excavations story!
Fall events rack card in production! *Please send me your September – December events by next Friday, July 25! 
(To add your events to our online calendar, visit www.portsmouthchamber.org and log in – contact me if you need your username and password.)
Miscellaneous Updates:

· By now, you would have heard if the John Lennon Art Exhibit was coming to town this summer. Despite our best efforts to put them in touch with appropriate venues, it doesn’t look like it’s going to happen this summer. But the art reps did love the vibe in Market Square and are still in discussions for a future event…
· The new Children’s Museum of New Hampshire (formerly the Children’s Museum of Portsmouth) will open to the public on Wed., July 23, with a Grand Opening Celebration on Sat., July 26. The new address is 6 Washington Street, Dover NH 03820. New # 603-742-2002, same website (www.childrens-museum.org)
· On June 7, Strawbery Banke and the Old Ferry Landing hosted a visiting “fam” tour of Canadian Maritime travel agents – thanks to both for showing our neighbors to the north a wonderful day on the Seacoast.
Coming Up:

      Want to make a difference in the next 10 years of New Hampshire’s tourism industry? 
The Department of Resources and Economic Development and the Division of Travel and Tourism Development, under the leadership of the Advisory Committee on Travel and Tourism, seeks your ideas and comments in developing the next 10-Year New Hampshire Tourism Plan (2008 – 2018). A public forum will be held on October 8th, from 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., at Strawbery Banke, in Portsmouth. Anyone interested in attending should RSVP to rthyng@dred.state.nh.us by September 24th. For additional thoughts and comments or to learn more about the development of the 10-Year New Hampshire Tourism Plan (2008 – 2018), please contact the Division of Travel and Tourism Development at 603-271-2665. An online survey is also being posted on www.visitnh.gov/tenyearplan
· Commissioning of the USS New Hampshire submarine 10/25 at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard www.ussnh.com 
· Scarecrows of the Port event in the planning stages for October…for more info contact Steve Chaisson at Allegra Print & Imaging
For other upcoming events, visit our online calendar – and post your events! 
*Please reply* and let me know how the summer is going for your business, and what ways you would like to get involved with tourism-generating activities…
Thanks!

~Nicki
Nicki Noble
Tourism Manager
Greater Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce
500 Market Street
Portsmouth, NH 03801
Phone: 603-610-5517
Fax: 603-436-5118
www.portsmouthchamber.org 
 

Portsmouth named #4 in Outside magazine's "20 Best Towns in America" (Aug. 2008)
 

Portsmouth named one of 2008 Dozen Distinctive Destinations by The National Trust for Historic Preservation: http://www2.preservationnation.org/dozen_distinctive_destinations/2008/Portsmouth/
 
