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Strawbery Banke Museum's Curator of Historic Landscapes Honored by the Garden Clubs of America

PORTSMOUTH, NH - Strawbery Banke Museum's Curator of Historic Landscapes, John Forti, was presented with the 2010 Award for Civic Improvement by The Garden Clubs of America at a recent ceremony in New Bedford, MA. Forti is also the Co-founder of Slow Food Seacoast. 

The award is presented annually to an individual making outstanding efforts to enhance, protect and restore the local environment, or improve the community through sharing the knowledge of plants and gardening.  The commendation recognizes Forti as "A community treasure - A generous and spirited person inspiring museum goers, garden club members, growers and goers to farmers markets."  According to Lawrence J. Yerdon, President of Strawbery Banke, "Strawbery Banke Museum is pleased to celebrate this award with John. John builds bridges between generations and among cultures. His vision and passion has helped to build on the long and successful history of the horticulture program here at the museum."



Recent additions to Strawbery Banke Museum's horticulture program include:
- The Victorian Children's Garden - This one-of-a-kind living history garden appeals to both children and children at heart. The garden features fun and interactive learning experiences with a Victorian tea garden, plants that tell time, a butterfly & fairy garden, a language of flowers garden, and a naturalistic Victorian tree house. Family programs led by volunteers from the Master Gardener Program of UNH Cooperative Extension run daily from 10am until noon from May to October. 
- The Thomas Bailey Aldrich Garden - This Colonial Revival garden was created largely between 1908 and 1913 as a memorial to author Thomas Bailey Aldrich. The garden was completely restored during its 100th anniversary with cedar-edged beds, brick pathways, heirloom plants, and a handicapped accessible entrance through the summerhouse. 
- World War II Victory Garden Programming - The Victory garden recreates the garden of the Pecunies family, who resided on the site during WWII. Victory gardens provided much needed sustenance while the country endured war rationing.  The Victory garden program is offered on Saturdays and Sundays at 2:30pm and provides visitors with an opportunity to learn everything from planting vegetables to canning to composting. 
 
Forti's nomination for the award was submitted by the Piscataqua Garden Club, who's 2009 fundraiser enabled Strawbery Banke Museum to create innovative new Mobile Media Tours of the Historic Landscape that will be in place by the fall of 2010. For more information about the gardens and programs available at the museum, please visit www.strawberybanke.org or call (603) 433-1100.

#####
About Strawbery Banke Museum
Connect with the Past! Step into 400 years of living in our neighborhood. Strawbery Banke provides the opportunity to see how people lived for four centuries of New England history. Through restored furnished houses, exhibits, historic landscapes and gardens, and costumed role players, Strawbery Banke interprets the living history of generations who settled in Portsmouth, NH, from the late 17th century to the mid-20th century. Call 603-433-1100 for more information or visit www.strawberybanke.org. 
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Director of Marketing and Communications
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